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I.—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 


STATE OF THE SKILLED LABOUR MARKET. 


The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade for the “Board of Trade 
Journal,” and also (with additions) for the “ Labour Gazette ” :-— 

The returns for September show very little change in the 
general state of employment compared with August, though, 
judging from the trade union returns, the percentage of unem- 
ployed has slightly risen. Employment continues to be consider- 
ably better than a year ago. 

In the 110 trade unions, with an aggregate membership of 
433,276, making returns, 15,535 (or 3°6 per cent.) are reported as 
unemployed at the end of September, compared with 3°4 per cent. 
in August, and with 4°9 per cent. in the 87 unions, with a 
membership of 393,920, from which returns were received for 
September 1895. 


Employment in Various Industries.-— Coal Mining — 
Employment in this industry in September was slightly better 
than in 1895 at the same period of the year. At pits employing 
380,663; persons, an average of 4°89 days per week was worked 
in September, compared with 500 in August, and 4°80 in 
September 1895. Unemployed miners in trade unions in 
Northumberland and Durham amounted to 1-2 per cent. of the 
membership at the end of September, as compared with 1°3 per 
cent. at the end of August, and 2'3 per cent. at the end of 
September 1895, 

Iron Mining—Employment in this industry was good in Sep- 
tember, and showed a slight improvement both as compared with 
the previous month and a year ago. The number of workpeople 
employed in the mines making returns was nearly 5 per cent. 
more than in September 1895. Returns from 125 iron mines and 
open works, employing 16,310 workpeople, show that the average 
number of days worked by these mines during September was 
578 days per week, compared with 5°58 days per week in 
September 1895. 

dn the Pig Iron Industry employment at the end of the month 
showed a slight improvement compared with the previous month, 
and was considerably better than a year ago. At the end of 
September the iron masters making returns had 346 furnaces in 
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blast, employing 22,240 workpeople, or 29 more furnaces and 
1,641 more men than a year ago, and 2 furnaces and 188 men 
more than at the end of August. 

Employment at Steelworks at the end of September was better 
than the previous month, and considerably better than a year ago. 
At 125 works making returns 35,278 persons were employed, as 
compared with 34,667 persons at the end of August, and 29,556 
persons at the end of September 1895. 

Employment at Puddling Furnaces and Relling Mills has 
fallen off slightly. The number employed at 90 works was 17,781 
at the end of the month, or 280 less than at the end of August. 
The number, however, was greater by 385 than a year ago. 

In the Tinplate trade employment has fallen off somewhat. 
At the 88 works covered by the returns received, only 45 were 
giving full employment. Altogether 306 mills were reported as 
working at the end of September, as compared with 311 at the 
end of August. 

The Engineering and kindred trades remain well employed, 
though there is a slight falling off when compared with August, 
the percentage of unemployed union members having risen from 
2-4 in August to 2°8 in September. The percentage in Sep- 
tember 1895 was 5:2. 

A further falling off has taken place in employment in the 
Shipbuilding trades, the percentage of unemployed union members 
having risen from 82 in August to 9°5 in September. In 
September 1895 the percentage was i1°9. 

Little change has arisen in the Building trades, which continue 
busy, the percentage of unemployed in unions making returns 
being 1-3, compared with 1:1 in August. In September 1895 the 
percentage was 1°6. 

The Furnishing trades remain busy. The percentage of 
unemployed union members at the end of September was only 
1:2, compared with 2-1 in August and also in September of 
last year. 

Employment ia the Printing and Bookbinding trades has im- 
proved on the whole, though compositors in London and in 
Scotland are less busy. The percentage of unemployed union 
meinbers at the end of September was 5°0, compared with 5°6 in 
August and 5°7 in September 1895. 

Employment in the Paper trade has still further improved, the 
percentage of unemployed union members at the end of September 
being 2°8, compared with 4°8 in August. 

In the Glass trade employment ‘continues dull, and the per- 
centage of unemployed has risen from 13°5 in August to 13°8 in 
September. 

fceaployment i in the Leather trades is scarcely so good, the per- 

centage of unemployed union members having risen from 3°7 at 
the end of August to 3‘9 in September. The percentage for 
September 1895 was 2°6. 

Employment bas improved in both the wholesale and bespoke 
branches of the Boot and Shoe trade, although still slack in some 
centres. 


Oct. 1896.] BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 387 

In the ready-made Clothing trade employment varies con- 
siderably in the different districts, but is good at some of the 
— centres ; in the bespoke branch employment remains 
dull. 

Employment in the spinning branch of the Cotton trade is 
inoderate, but in the weaving branch shows a decline. 
Employment in the, Woollen trade has slightly improved; in 

the Worsted trade it is unchanged. 

In the Hosiery trade employment has declined. 

As regards the employment of women in the Teztile trades, 
information respecting 479 mills, employing about 82,700 women 
and girls, shows that 79 per cent, were in mills giving full 
employment during the month, compared with 84 per cent. 
among those for whom returns were received for August. The 
— decline took place in the cotton trade, 


Trade Disputes.—The number of fresh disputes occurring 
in September was 51, involving about 9,000 workpeople, as 
compared with 90 disputes involving about 13,000 workpeople 
in August, and 66 involving about 10,000 persons in September 
1895. Fifteen disputes took place in the engineering and ship- 
building trades, 11 in the building trades, .8 in the textile trades, 
5 in the clothing trades, 3 each in the mining and quarrying and 
in the miscellaneous metal trades, respectively, 1 in connection 
with dock labour, and 5 in the miscellaneous group of trades. 
Of the 47 new and old disputes, involving about 6,700 persons, 
of which the settlement has been reported, 22, involving 4,046 
persons, terminated in fayour of the workpeople ; 10, involving 
1,332 persons, in favour of the employers ; and 7, involving 372, 
in a compromise; the results of the remaining 8 disputes, 
involving about 1,000 workpeople, cannot at present be definitely 
classified. 

Changes in Rates of Wages. — During September 
changes in rates of wages, affecting 134,000 workpeople, were 
reported, nearly 26,000 receiving increases and 108,000 sustain- 
ing decreases. The estimated effect of all the changes was, 
however, an average advance of 14d. per week in the wages 
of the total number affected. Over 4,000 building operatives 
and 18,000 workpeople engaged in the engineering and. ship- 
building industries received increases. The decreases included 
100,000 coal miners and 7,000 blast-furnacemen, but the amount 
of the reduction in these cases was very small, 


Notice TO Owners AND MAstErRs OF BRITISH AND 
Sures. 
Deck Cargoes. Light Wood Goods. 

The following notice has been issued by the Marine Depart- 
ment of the Board of Trade :— 

“Sub-section 3 (c) of section 451 of the Merchant Shipping 
Act, 1894, permits deals, battens, or other light wood goods to a 
A 2 
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height not exceeding 3 feet above the deck to be carried as deck 
cargo by British or foreign ships arriving at a port in the United 
Kingdom between the last day of October and the 16th day of 
April in any year. 

‘Questions having arisen with reference to the interpretation 
to be placed upon the words ‘light wood goods’ in that section, 
the Board of Trade desire to acquaint shipowners and ship- 
masters concerned, that, having further considered the matter, 
they have informed their surveyors that, as at present advised, 
they are willing to regard as ‘light wood goods, analogous to 
deals any goods of ‘light wood,’ such as pit props, sleepers, 
battens, boards, deal ends, lath wood, Norway spars, and firewood, 
the units of which are of no greater cubic capacity than 15 cubic 
feet. 

“ Logs and spars of the dimensions of 8 inches square and over, 
or 24 inches and upwards in girth, although of light wood, and of 
no greater cubic capacity than 15 cubic feet, must be deemed to 
be timber within the meaning of sub-section 3 (a) of the above- 
mentioned section. 

; “The girth of all round timber is to be measured by string, 
and that of square timber by calipers. 

“ Any goods of pitch-pine, mahogany, oak, teak, or other heavy 
wood, be the pieces ever so small, are absolutely prohibited from 
being carried on the deck of a ship arriving at a port in the 
United Kingdom between the last day of October and the 16th 
day of April.” 


Wuitt Leap TRADE AND THE MERCHANDISE Marks Act. 


The Board of Trade have received from the London Chamber 
of Commerce copies of circulars which have been addressed by 
the Chamber at the instance of the leading white lead corroders 
- of the United Kingdom to all the buyers and users of white lead 
in the country. 

The circular, dated the 27th August last, states that the leading 
white lead corroders have resolved to support the action taken 
by the Chamber in this matter as far as lies in their power, and 
to induce their friends to adapt the same course. 

With this view, they have decided—-- 

1. To discontinue the use of the term “best” as a trade 
description for admixtures of white lead, believing it to 
be a fulse and misleading description within the meaning 
of the Merchandise Marks Acts, 1887 and 1891; 

2. To brand or stencil all packages, wooden or iron, con- 
ae white lead admixtures with the word “ Reduced ”; 

an 


3. yt — all white lead admixtures as “Reduced white 
ead.” 
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The responsibility for the illegal and dishonest practice of 
selling reduced white lead as “ Genuine ” (which might be unjustly 
fastened upon the manufacturer in the event of his having 
supplied reduced white lead without brand or mark, and the 
packages being subsequently branded or marked by a second 
party “Genuine ”) will, it is hoped, by the means proposed be 
brought home to any who are guilty of the dishonest practice. 

These regulations were to come into force on the 1st October 
last. 


EXHIBITION OF MACHINERY AT KIEFF IN 1897, 


A report, dated September 21 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. H. G. Mackie, Her Majesty’s Acting 
Consul-General at Odessa, stating that, according to a report 
received from Mr. Consul Smith, of Kieff, it has been decided to 
hold an exhibition of agricultural and industrial machinery in 
that city from July 1 to October 31, 1897. 

Awards will not, however, be made for machines and imple< 
ments manufactured out of Russia. 


Last oF [NpUsTRIAL UNDERTAKINGS IN SOUTHERN Russia. 


A despatch, dated 21st September last, has been received at 
the Foreign Offic: from Her Majesty’s Acting Consul-General at 
Odessa, enclosing a list supplied by Mr. A. W. Woodhouse, Her 
Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Nicolaiev, of some of the foreign and 
other industrial undertakings started in Southern Russia since the 
commencement of 1895. 

The list has already proved very useful to English commercial 
travellers at O:lessa, and it is believed that British firms would, 
by studying it, be able to arrive at an opinion as regards those 
industries from which there might be a chance of deriving coms 
mercial advantage, and in what particular branch there would be 
less likelihood of encountering foreign competition at present ¢o 
keen in Southern Russia. 

The list in question may be consulted at the Commercial 
Department of the Foreign Office between the hours of 11 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. 


Tue BREAKWATER AT VARNA. 


A despatch, date:! 23rd September last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. F. Elliot, Her Majesty’s Agent at 
Sofia, reporting that the British Vice-Consul at Varna has 
received from the engineer representing the Bulgarian Ministry 
for Public Works for the harbour works at Varna a circular 
notice, with the request that it might be communicated to the 
Board of Trade, to the effect that, in consequence of the opera- 
tions now being carried ‘on for the construction of a breakwater 
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which follows the north to south tread of the rocky shoal slightly 
to seaward of the red harbour light established at the inner, north 
side of Varna Bay, all ships entering or leaving the bay must in 
steering near this point allow at least 800 metres, counting from 
the shore end, as representing dangerous ground. 

A further extension of this breakwater by 450 metres is con- 
templated to take place towards the end of 1897, of which due 
-notice will be given. 


TENDERS FOR MACHINERY AND BorLers 1n Mexico, 


The Secretary of State for Fore'ga Affairs has received a 
despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul at Mexico, stating that 
tenders are invited by the Board of Health of that city for the 
supply of pumping machinery and engine and steam boilers. 

The tenders must be forwarded in sealed covers addressed to 
the Sanitation Board of the city of Mexico, and must be accom- 
panied by the necessary specification, plans, elevations, and sections 
and they will be publicly opened on the 14th of November next at 
3 p.m. at the offices of the Board. 

The specifications of the mavhinery in Spaaish and English can 
be obtained in Lendon at the Mexican Consulate, Broad Street 
House, New Broad Street, E.C. 


OrriciaL ENQUIRY UNDER THE ExXpuosion Act. 


A formal investigation was held at the Guildhall, Peterborough, 
on the 8th inst., into the circumstances attending the explosion of 
a boiler at Crab Tree Close, Morborne, on the 12th August last, 
whereby the engine-driver was killed. 

The boiler, one of the locometive type, with another of the 
same description, was used for agricultural purposes. It was 
made in 1874, and it was fitted with a new tirebox in 1884, when 
it was thoroughly examined. ‘The front end-plate was supported 
by two diagonal stays with forked ends, which were secured with 

ins to T-iron brackets, riveted to the end-plate and to the shell 
of the boiler. The space between the top of the girders support- 
ing the crown of the firebox and the top of the outer shell of the 
firebox was about nine inches. There was a sight-hole over the 
firebox and a ranhole 12 inches in diameter near the smoke-box 
end. 

The Court found that no thorough examination of the boiler 
had been made since 1884, as the firebox had not been removed 
since that date. It was in fair condition, and the necessity for its 
removal had not arisen. Unless it was removed the space 
between tlie top of it and the top of the outer shell rendered an 
examination of the pins which secured the diagcnal stays to the 
brackets on the front end-plate nearly impossible. 
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The Court found that the explosion was due to the failure of 
the pins which secured the stays to the front end-plate; one of 
them was broken through and the other was fractured. ‘This 
caused the plate to part in working, and it became grooved and 
ultimately fractured for a length of about four feet. The 
fractured ends of the bolt remained in the stay, and the fracture 
could not have been discovered upon an ordinary examination, 
without removing the firebox. 

The Court were of opinion that the owner should have caused 
the boiler to be thoroughly examined as far as practicable at 
frequent intervals since 1884, He had not done so, and on this 
account some measure of blame attached to him. 

They were of opinion that longitudinal stays would have been 
more satisfactory than the diagonal st.ye. 

The owner agreed to compensate the widow of the deceased, 
and in all the circumstances no order was made aa to costs. 


BoarbD oF TRADE For GALLANTRY. 


The Board of Trade have awarded a binocular glass to Mr. 
John W. Murray. master, a binocular glass and silver medal for 
gallantry in saving life at sea, to Mr. James T. Spiers, chief 
officer, and silver medals and 22. each to Roland Phillips, John 
C. Pooley, Richard H. Jago, Albert Paulsen, and Charles Tapster, 
seamen, of the 5.8. “ Batanga,” of Glasgow, in recognition of 
their services to the crew of the barquentine “ Indian Chief,” of 
Banff, which foundered in the English Channel on the 23rd 
December last. 

The Board of Trade have received through the Colonial Office 
a binocular glass for Mr. J. Prest, master, a gold watch for Mr. 
W. F. Chambers, chief officer, and silver watches for W. Greig, 
carpenter, and W. Lindross, cook, of the S.S. “ Blakemoor,” of 
South Shields, which have been awarded to them by the Canadian 
Government in recognition of their services in rescuing the 
shipwrecked crew of the schooner “ Clifford,” of Shelbourne, N.S. 


Enauisu Basket MAKING. 


In connection with the East London Trades Exhibition, the 
Basket Makers’ Company of the City of London, under whose 
auspices the basket-making section of the exhibition has been 
carried on, report that, in all, 62 exhibitors were entered for com-- 
petition. Prizes amounting to 302 were given by the Basket 
Makers’ Company for excellence of work and originality of 
design. These were presented upon the 6th inst. by the senior 
warden, Mr. A. A. Tapper, in the hall of the Parish Clerks’ 
Company, kindly lent for the occasion. 
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IIl—THE FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED 
KINGDOM * 


The total value of the imports into the United Kingdom from 
foreign countries and British possessions for the month of 
September last amounted to 33,111,156, as against 30,618,854/. 
in September 1895, an increase of 2,492,302/., or about 81 per 
cent. ; and the exports of British and Irish produce and manufac- 
tures were valued at 19,797,080/, as compared with 19,461,940/. 
in September 1895, an increase of 335,140. or about 1°7 per cent. 
The exports of foreign and colonial merchandise amounted in 
value to 3,301,5111., as against 3,907,836/., a decrease of 606,325/., 
or about 15:5 per cent. 

Taking first the imports of last month, increases are found under 
the headings of manufactured articles, 656,323/., chiefly manufac- 
tures of iron, which show an increase in value of 138,072/, as 
compared with September 1895. Raw materials for texti'e manu- 
factures have improved to the extent of 563,2301.; articles of 
food and drink (duty free), 425,745/.; raw materials for sundry 
industries and manufactures, 221,793/. ; articles of food and drink 
(dutiable), 183,398/.; metals; 169,714/.; parcel post, 127,8612 ; 
oils, 79,635/.; chemicals, dye-stuffs, and tanning substances, 
30,4887; tobacco (dutiable), 21,105/.; and miscellaneous articles, 
14,7991. The only class of imports showing a decrease is animals 
living, for food, the value of which has declined 1,789/. 

Although there is a net increase in the value of the imports of 
articles of food an’ drink, both duty free and dutiable, some items 
show a large decrease as compared with the corresponding month 
of 1895. This is notably the case with regard to wheat, which 
has declined to the extent of 2,281,350 cwts., valued at 496,6082 : 
barley, 560,620 cwts., 84,409/.; mutton, fresh, 57,704 ecwts., 
136,165/.; and currants, 164,326 cwts., 105,289/. In the same 
class, however, imports of wheat meal and flour have improved in 
value, 150,5752; Indian corn or maize, 263,233/.; butter, 
316,934/.; fruit, 139,790/.; refined sugar, 160,949/.; and tea, 
283,631/. The decrease in the imports of wheat is due to a 
noticeable decline in the amounts received from Russia, Argentina, 
and British India, though the importation from the United States 
is rather Jarger than in September 1895. The increased imports 
of butter come chiefly from Denmark, France, and the United 
States, Australasian butter alone showirg a decline. The value of 
the imports of raw cotton have improved 742,892/., but the 
import of wool of all kinds has decreased. 

Coming next to the exports of British and Irish produce and 
manufacture, we find that the following classes show an increased 


* See also pp. 496-497. 
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value as compared with the ‘figures for September 1895, viz, : 
Metals and articles manufactured therefrom (except machinery), 
300,2817.; machinery and mill-work, 138,202/.; apparel and articles 
of personal use, 92,825/.; parcel post, 41,2352; and animals living 
13,0442 On the other hand, raw materials have decreased in 
value by 170,292/.; manufactured articles not specified, 25,6327. ; 
articles of food and drink, 25,454/.; yarns and textile fabrics, 
18,641/.; and chemicals and chemical and medicinal preparations, 
10,4287. 

In the various classes of exports, the items showing the chief 
increases in value are cotton piece goods, 469,346/. ; iron, wrought 
and unwrought, 269,407. ; cotton yarn, 70,588/.; steam engines, 
67,183/.; and apparel and slops, 73,244/. Decreases may be 
observed in the values of the exports of coal and patent fuel, 
100,164/.; worsted tissues, 349,246/.; copper, 86,871/.; arms, 
ammunition, ard military stores, 99,718/,; and skins and furs, 
86,826/. Herrings show an increase in quantity of 56,914 
barrels, but a decrease in value of 32,1507. 

Taking the figures for the nine months ending 30th September 
last, the total value of the imports from foreign countries and 
British possessions show a net increase of 12,432,7571. over the 
corresponding period of 1895, all classes exhibiting an increased 
value except raw materials for textile manufactures, which have 
declined 1,396,607/., and articles of food and drink dutiable, 
302,2401. On the other hand, imports of manufactured articles 
have improved 5,536,072/.; raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures, 3,229,592/.; animals, living (for food), } 
1,707,202/.; metals, 1,588,376/.; tobacco, dutiable, 644,137/, ; 
chemicals, dye-stuffs, and tanning substances, 413,108/.; articles 
of food and drink, duty free, 335,423/.; miscellancous articles, 

311,3702.; and oils, 263,0072. 

The total increase in the value of exports of British and Irish 
produce and manufactures in the nine months referred to was 
13,815,716/. Yarns and textile fabrics show an improvement of 
5,233,9071.; metals and articles manufactured therefrom (except 
machinery), 4,294,686/.; machinery and mill-work, 1,498,278/, ; ; 
apparel and articles of personal use, 1,148,341/ ; and chemicals 
and chemical and medicinal preparations, 88,614/. Raw materials, 
for the same period, declined in value 565,557/. 
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IIL—INTENDING EMIGRANTS TO CALIFORNIA, 


Important Warning. 


Mr. J. Warburton, Her Majesty's Consul-General at San 
Francisco, in a recent report to the Foreign Office, writes that 
a geptleman who has resided many years in California, and 
who has had ample opportunity to study the causes which have 
rendered futile the efforts of a number of young Englishmen, 
many of them of good family, to make a financial success of 
viticulture, fruit culture, or other branches of horticulture in this 
State, and who is also well versed in the law concerning the 
acquisition of real estate, has furnished him with the following 
suggestions for intending settlers. ; 

“He commences by stating that his remarks are to be construed 
as peculiarly applicable to young Englishmen with limited capital 
(2.e., 1,0002. to 2,000/.), who desire to acquire bomes in California, 
and to support themselves from the produce of their ranches, and 
continues as follows :— 

“1, No young man who intends to settle in California should, 
under any circumstances be induced to purchase land until he has 
inspected it. In nine cases out of ten he can make a very much 
better bargain here than he could in London, as the commission 
of the London agent of the California owner amounts in most 
cases to 25 per cent., and in some instances within my knowledge 
to 334 per cent. of the purchase price of the land. 

“2. No young man should pwhase land in California until he 
has resided in the State at least six months, and preferably one 
year. His time during this period should be utilised in acquiring 
a fair practical knowledge of that form of agriculture which it is 
his intention to pursue, and also in looking about him, visiting 
different sections of the State, &c. 

“ 3. Having selected a ranch which he considers to be adapted 
to his requirements, he shculd under no circumstances be persuaded 
to make a part. payment thereon until the title has been fully 
examined by a respectable solicitor. It will probably be represented 
to him that several other persons are very desirous of securing 
this particular ranch, and that unless he is willing to make a large 
payment on account, &c., the property wili not be held for him by 
the owners. To all this he must turn a deaf ear, consult a 
responsible attorney, and if it is absolutely necessary that a part 
payment should be made in order to hold the land while the title 
is being examined, the attorney will so inform him, and will 
prepare the necessary papers. I am particularly explicit on this 
subject, because a case came under my notice where a young 
Englishman, who had been in the State only a fortnight, was 
induced to enter into a contract to purchase a vineyard, and 
agreed to pay therefor about three times what the property was 
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worth. At the same time he paid down one-third of the pur- 
chase,price to the owner, to secure the bargain, and then, and not 
until then (when it was too late), did it occur to him to consult a 
solicitor. It may be stated in general terms that the usual sum 
paid here on contracts for the purchase of small ranches to bind 
the bargain, and before title is examined, is 20/., and any demand 
for a larger sum should be viewed with strong suspicion by the 
purchaser. The amount of taxes payable annually upon the land 
should be ascertained from the county assessor. They afford 
some indication of the value of the property. 0 


“4, In examining vineyards with a view to the purchase of the 
same it is always advisable to ascertain definitely the distance of 
the vineyard from the nearest winery and distillery, and inquiry 
should be made at said distillery as to what price the distiller paid 
for grapes per ton during the preceding season. Cost of hauling 
to the distillery or winery should also be ascertained. The distil- 
lery is frequently the best and most stiple market for viticultural 
produce, because at the distillery the grapes can be sold without 
the expenses of drying, packing, &c., all of which operations 
consume a great deal of money. 


“5. In purchasing a vineyard the cost of pruning the vines 
should be seriously considered. No ordinary young man, even 
after several years’ experience, is competent to prune a vineyard, 
and upon pruning more than upon anything else depends the 
yield, A badly-pruned vineyard will not produce one-half as 
many tons of grapes as one which is properly pruned. Few men 
not possessing experience can prune properly, and the services of | 
a competent pruner are expensive. Asa general proposition it 
may be stated that at least 120 dols. per annum should be set 
apart for pruning 80 acres of vines. 


“6. In purchasing orchard land, contiguity to railroad ard 
water communication, cost of packing and drying, commission, 
merchant's charges, &c., should be carefully figured. Transporta- 
tion rates on freight should be obtained by inquiry from the 
railroad agent, and not from the owner of the land. It would 
seem almost superfluous to mention the question of water supply, 
were it not for the fact that I have known of an instance where a 
young Englishman bought a small ranch and was unable to obtain 
any water upon it even for the necessary purposes of drinking 
and ablution until after he had owned the land for about a year 
and a half, and had expended a comparatively enormous sum in 
boring, digging, &e. If there is no well upon the property it 
should not be purchased until an examination has been made for 
water. If water exists in anything like the necessary quantity it 
can be found at an expenditure of afew pounds. If after such 
expenditure it is not found, then under no circumstances should 
the property be purchased. It should be borne in mind by 
persons examining property during the winter months (the rainy 
season) that a large amount of surface-water will be found in 
places which will be absolutely dry during the summer months. 
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“7. Donot be in too big a hurry to buy. Asa case in point 
I may state that two brothers, the sons of an English general 
officer, came to this State. One was very desirous of purchasing 
a ranch at once, and bougbt one at 8/ per acre—not an exorbitant 
price at that particular time. The other young man waited 
upwards of a year, and finally secured the land adjoining his 
brother’s ranch, of identical character, and equally desirable, at 32. 
per acre—a great bargain. It nappened that the owner had given 
a mortgage on the property, the mortgage was about to be fore- 
closed, and he was, therefore, forced to part with the land at a 
sacrifice. Such opportunities frequently present themselves in the 
agricultural districts of this State, and a young man who is willing 
to wait patiently can frequently avail himself of such an oppor- 
tunity. The settlement of the estates of deceased persons often 
affords a chance to buy land at a bargain. 

“8. No young man should purchase more land than he requires 
or than be can cultivate with the usual amount of assistance, and 
under no circumstances should he be induced to purchase more 
land than he wants, and give a mortgage in part payment, simply 
because the real estate agent or owner informs him that he is 
unwilling to sub-divide the ranch. This pretence is nearly always 
made, and in most instances it is the veriest humbug. The real 
estate agent is, quite naturally, anxious to enhance his commission 
by selling as much land as possible. If the prospective purchaser 
stands firm he will usually succeed in having the land divided to 
suit his requirements. The system of survey which obtains in 
California is such that itis a matter of extreme ease, and not at all 
costly to divide any ranch. 

“9, No person should purchase land without having it sur- 
veyed. Unscrupulous owners frequently state to purchasers that 
a certain field contains so many acres, when, as a matter of fact it 
contains less. As land is always sold here by the acre the result 
is that a fyaud is perpetrated on the purchaser. It is a fraud 
which he sometimes only discovers after the lapse of many years. 
In nearly every county seat in this State may be found a competent 
surveyor, and my experience has been that their charges are 
moderate, é.c., about 2/. for surveying 40 acres and placing the 
necessary stakes for fences, &c., plus out-of-pocket expenses for 
transportation from the county seat to the land. 

“ Lastly, and this is the most important of all, do not invest 
all you have ina ranch, even if it is fully planted, trusting to 
make enough from the crop to support yourself smd pay your 
contingent expenses. The crop might fail, or if it be fruit, the 
market price might be so low that it would not pay you to pick, 
box, and pay for freight on it to San francisco, I remember 
a certain year, when I travelled through a productive fruit district 
in this State, and found the ranches fattening their swine on the 
choicest pears and peaches, and I was informed by a large number 
of persons, with whom I conversed on the subject, that it was 
simply impossible that year to sell the fruit at a profit. Several 
persons in that district boxed ard shipped to San Francisco 
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large quantities of fruit, and after paying for picking, packing, 
boxes, transportation, and commission, they lost 7 cents per box 
on the transaction. 

“A reserve fund is, in my judgment, absolutely essential as 
a prerequisite to success in ranching.” 

Mr. Warburton concludes this portion of his report as follows :— 

** T cannot too strongly endorse the above advice, and that so 
often given to intending emigrants in commercial reports from 
this Consulate and from the British Vice-Consul at Los Angeles, 
not to buy land in California until they have been in the country 
sufficiently long to enable them to become fully acquainted with 
all the existing conditions. Indeed, they should not buy land 
at all in the State until the recent amendment of the Constitution 
in regard to the position and rights of aliens has been interpreted 
by the Courts. 

“In calling attention to the frauds committed on colonists, and 
in giving this advice it is far from being my wish to depreciate 
the advantages of soil, climate, &c., possessed by the State. The 
soil is exceedingly fertile, and will grow almost anything. The 
climate is beautiful. Minerals abound. The scenery for its 
beauty, variety, and grandeur is probably unsurpassed. My 
object is solely to protect my too-confiding fellow countrymen 
against the schemes of dishonest speculators, who have not only 
caused much misery and ruin to colonists and immigrants in the 
past, but who have also “worked immeasurable damage and 
done so much to injure” the State. If I succeed in my object 
I feel confident that I shall at the same time serve the best 
interests of the State.”—(Foreign Office Miscellaneous Series, 
No. 404.) 


q 
J 


398 THE MANUFACTURE OF MARGARINE. [Oct. 1896. 


IV.—THE MANUFACTURE OF MARGARINE.* 


Margarine is a product which has been talked of a great 
deal for some time in many countries. All the Parliaments 
ot Western Europe have been successively filled with projects 
of law relating to the rules of commerce in this commodity, 
but, in spite of all the commotion which this article has caused, 
there are very few people who have an exact idea of its 
fabrication. The following details are from a study of the subject, 
made by Mons, Villon, wko is well-known as a chemical analyst. 
The true name of this matter is oleo-margarine, and it is the liquid 
part which flows from tallow when it is pressed warm. ‘The 
tallow employed is that which is known under the name of the 
“ first juice,” and comes from the melting at a low temperature of 
fat fresh from the butcher. This first juice is composed of solid 
stearine, fusible at 100° F., and olein (oily liquid). The first 
operation consists of separating the liquid from the solids in the 
first juice, which is called tallow. 

The solid tallow is put in cloths of strong linen, so that they 
form ‘covered cakes, which are then loaded on to the hydraulic 
press. Upon the bed of the press is placed a strong plate of 
sheet iron, heated in water at 122° F., and on it are put five 
cakes of tallow, then another plate of sheet iron, and so on 
‘until the press is full. Generally 180 to 200 cakes of tallow 
fill the press, and the operation should be rapidly performed in 
order to prevent the cooling of the plates. 

The separation of the oleo begins without pressure, by the 
simple weight of the plates, and by the heat which comes from 
them. When it is noticed that the running has ceased, the 
press should be worked, going very slowly at the commencement. 
The pressed tallow which remains in the cloths is used for manu- 
facturing artificial lerd and wax candles. The oleo which has 
run from the press is sent to margarine factories, or exported. 

Oleo is a granulous mass of yellow colour and its taste approaches 
that of ordinary butter. The principal market for the oleo is 
Rotterdam, where the Americans also send considerable quantities 
of this product for the needs of Europe. 

The manufacture of margarine consists of mixing the oleo 
with some milk and a small quantity of cotton oil, the proportions 
varying according to the quality of the margarine to be made. 
Here are some of the figures :—Oleo 16 cwt., milk 11 gallons, 
and oil 2 ewt. The quantity of oil varies greatly according to 
the season ; thus, in winter when the cold is intense, 30 and even 
40 per cent. of oil is used, whilst in very hot weather the addition 
of oil is almost suppressed. Oil of earth nuts and of sesame 
can also be used. The oil modifies the paste of the margarine, 
which is naturally too short and brittle, and gives it the oiliness 
of good butter. 


* “ Journal of Commerce” (Melbourne). 


Oct. 1896.] THE MANUFACTURE OF MARGARINE, - 399 


Oleo is melted in the furnace at 113° F., and the milk 
and oil are brought to the same temperature. Each of these 
products is enclosed in a receptacle above the churn, which is of 
wood, and is filled by means of funnels. The materials are mixed 
well, until the whole has the appearance of cream; the churning 
lasts about two hours ; then the mixture is turned into a wooden 
strainer, slightly inclined in order to run it off into a large tub. 
When it leaves the strainer to fall into the tub it meets a 
strong sheet of fresh water, which solidifies the margarine. 

In the tub the margarine floats on the surface of the cold 
water, and by the aid of an openwork basket the fatty matter, 
which looks like sleet, is collected. It is turned into perforated 
receptacles, and left to drain for a longer or shorter period, accord- 
ing to the temperature. ‘This operation generally takes about 
two hours. After this the mechanical working of the margarine 
is begun. It is placed upon around table, like those use in dairies, 
but very much larger, and the moisture is worked, in order to press 
out the buttermilk and give it the consistency of butter. Itis next 
passed, in small portions at a time, through a horizontal worker, 
which is composed of two cylinders of wood with deep flutings, 
which spread out the paste and give it its nice appearance. It is 
then made into large cakes or put in tubs. 

During the making of margarine, it should be noticed that it 
does not solidify in one mass, because during the slight fermenta- 
tion which it undergoes before being drained it has not the peculiar 
taste which indicates good margarine. That is why it is necessary 
not to use too cold water. 

To give to margarine the taste of good quality butter, the fat, 
whilst dropping, is sprinkled with a little special ferment mixture, 
which comes from the artificial manufacture of the ferments of 
good butter. 

There are houses which make margarine under its right condi- 
tions, and there are also certain establishments which sell mixtures 
of butter and margarine for pure butter. This dishonest trade 
does the greatest injury to pure butter and its makers, because it 
destroys all confidence of the purchasers. Up to the present time, 
the detection of the presence of sinall quantities of margarine in 
butter offers great difficulties, and sometimes it is even impossible 
to discover the fraud. It has been thought that it would be well 
to alter the appearance of wargarine, by incorporating with it a 
product which would be easy of detection, and that the change 
should be obligatory. The matter proposed for mixing with it is 
phenolphtaleine, in very small quantities, and, according to 
Mons. Bruylante, margarine would then have a rosy tint if placed 
in alkaline solutions ; the reaction persists even when 50 and 90 per 
cent. of fresh butter are mixed with the margarine. This substance 
also resists frequent cold or warm water washing. It could be 
removed by water alkalined with caustic soda, but that practice 
could not be followed in commerce, as the butter thus treated 
would have the taste of soap. 
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V.—THE TRADE OF SUAKIN.* 


The Egyptian trade vid Suakin, the ancient port of Nubia 
is characterised by two special features—-its relative importance 
for the district, and the prominent part played by Austria, a 
country not generally found ia the front rank of importers from 
tropical countries. This peculiarity of Austrian preponderance 
in the export trade of Suakin is interesting as showing how, in 
this case, the trade has followed, not the flag of the country but 
a particular coin, the Maria Theresa dollar. 

In 1895 the total value of the trade of Suakin amounted to 
5,547,250 frs., of which the imports represented 3,380,125 frs. 
and the exports 2,167,125 frs., showing an increase of 
214,250 frs. as regards exports, but a decrease of 102,000 frs. as 
regards imports, when comparing 1895 with the preceding year. 

The chief increase is in the export of gum arabic, which shows 
an improvement of 1,900 tons, valued at 1,542,775 firs. 

The outlook for the present year is not so good, from political 
reasons, the Dervishes having closed the Berber-Kokreb route 
since the month of March last. The export of ivory has been 
reduced to a twelfth of what it was in 1894, the stock of that 
part of the Soudan which has Suakin for outlet appearing to be 
exhausted. Yarns and tissues occupy the chief place in the im- 
portations, with a value of 1,278,525 frs.; then comes dourra, 
713,875 frs. ; tobacco, 261,750 frs.; pharmaceutical products 
and perfumery, 178,175 frs.; and spices, 125,025 frs. The 
imports from the East Indies in 1895 amounted in value to 
1,440,575 frs., from the United Kingdom to 579,550 fre., 
and from Austria to 51,775 frs. The above figures show ihe 
direct trade with the various countries. There is also an indirect 
trade, amounting in 1895 to 996,725 frs., which is included 
under the heading of imports from Egypt, and some French, 
German, and Italian goods, which have passed through Egyptian 
ports, are certainly included in this section. 

With regard to the exports, the first place is taken by Austria, 
which imported Suakin products to the value of 890,125 frs. 
The United Kingdom follows with 508,000 frs.; then Egypt 
with 402,625 frs. India stands for only 86,000 frs. on the 
export list, importing few things from Suakin, though she sent 
there last year goods to the value of 1,440,575 frs. The salt 
mines at Rowaiyeh, in the Suakin district, have been again 
worked for some time past, and in 1895, the output of salt was 
36,000 tons, of which 28,800 tons were exported, chiefly to 
Caleutta. The agricultural district of Tokar was very pro- 
ductive in 1895, with the result that the Jand tax produced 
26,025 frs, In 1894 this tax had been remitted in great 
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part, farmers having been unable to pay for the seed which the 
authorities at Suakin had advanced. The works on the Trin- 
kitat-Tokar railway advance very slowly. A line of steamers 
flying the Egyptian flag runs between Suez, Jeddah, and Suakin, 
with a monthly service to Yembo. An Anglo-Egyptian house 
at Suez has just bought a steamer to run in competition between 
these ports. If it succeeds, another steamer will trade between 
Alexandria and Marseilles, calling at the chief North African 
ports. 

The total movement of specie into Suakin in 1895 amounted 
to 1,734,975 frs., as against 2,759,800 fre. in 1894, and included 
245,006 Maria Theresa dols., 20,440 Egyptian silver. pieces, and 
7,678 gold pieces of 25 frs., either Egyptian or English, Of a 
total import of specie, valued at 835,400 frs., the Maria Theresa 
money amounted to 635,150 frs. 

These dollars remain in the country as current coin for the 
most part, as the value of the export of them only amounted to 
213,125 frs., of which 121,250 fra. was for goods bought at 
Bombay. 


VI—THE FRENCH SHIPPING TRADE: ITS 
PRESENT POSITION,* 


The French Ministry of Commerce has published statistics, 
from which may be estimated the position uf the French maritime 
trade, a trade which appears, from an examination of these 
statistics, to be in anything but a prosperous condition. The 
share of the French flag in the entries and clearances of French 
ports in 1895 was but 35 per cent., and yet this shows an 
improvement on 1894, which was only 33°8 per cent.—the lowest 
percentage registered since 1880. From 35 per cent. in 1880 it 
rose regularly to 41°3 in 1887 and 1889, and then fell again us 
regularly till 1894. It now appears to show a tendency to. 
improve ; but great efforts have still to be made, and when it is 
remembered that a portion of the French tonnage, in entries and 
clearances, is represented by subsidized postal ‘vessels, by fishing 
vessels which receive State bounties, and by others engaged in the 
coasting trade and the Franco-Algerian service, and which have 
nothing to fear from foreign competition, it is easy to see that 
the effort required to maintain this improvement is considerable. 

In 1895 the total number of vessels belonging to the French 
Mercantile Marine was 14,386 sailing vessels of a total tonnage 
of 386,510 tons, and 1,212 steamers of an aggregate of 500,568 


* Based on an article in the “ Journal des Débats.” 
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tons, or a total of 15,598 vessels representing 887,078 tons; but 
on an examination of these figures it is found that France 
possesses but 297 vessels of tonnage greater than 800 tons; and, 
on the other hand, 9,982 small boats of less than 10 tons, which 
latter are fishing boats engaged near the coasts. Then, out of 
the 14,386 sailing vessels there were 10,704 boats engaged in the 
lesser fisheries, manned by 48,110 men; 464 sailing vessels of the 
deep sea fisheries, manned by 9,255 men ; 1,578 boats and 5,165 
men attached to the minor coasting trade; 235 vessels and 1,431 
men to the greater coasting trade. Finally ocean navigation 
employed only 274 vessels and 3,763 men. There is at present 
in France a tendency to work very large sailing vessels; a 
shipping firm, which already own a considerable number have 
given an order for another group, and it is said that other firms 
intend to follow their example. These vessels pay well for many 
reasons; when they are launched from French dockyards, the 
shipping bounty is enough to defray the greater part of their cost. 

As regards steam vessels, there were in 1895, 1,212 vessels, 
manned by 14,582 sailors and 7,353 engineers, firemen, and stokers, 
and representing an aggregate of 500,568 tons, There is amarked 
progress here. In 1880, the total tonnage of steamers was 
but 277,759 tons; but the figure steadily rose from that year, 
attaining a culminating point in 1591 with 521,872 tons, but falling 
to 491,972 tons in 1894, to rise again to something over 500,000 
tons in 1895. Of the 1,212 vessels, 170, manned by 10,116 
men, are employed in ocean navigation; the remainder are for 
coasting purposes and use in the ports. If the movement of 
shipping be considered more in detail, it is seen that the French 
flag embraces four millions of tons in entries and as much more in 
clearances. The share of foreign vessels is a little over nine 
millions of tons in the entries, but hardly reaches five millions 
in the clearances, the difference being accounted for by the large 
number of vessels which, leaving in ballast, find no return 
cargoes at the ports where they have discharged. 

As far as French vessels are concerned, it is the Franco- 
Algerian service which occupies the foremost rank, then the 
services between France and England, Spain, the United States, 
and Italy. The following are the chief ports in order of import- 
ance: — Marseilles, Le Havre, Dunkirk, Bordeaux, Rouen, 
Boulogne. Marseilles, with a movement of shipping rather over 
six millions of tons, entries and clearances included, is the only 
port where vessels of the French flag outnumber the foreign, but 
even this port has undoubtedly seen better days. 

The above figures show that French shipping remains almost 
stationary, and this stagnation, compared with the progress that 
shipping has made in other countries, is really a sort of decline. For 
a long time France held second place in steam tonnage statistics, 
but she has now lost it for some years, in spite of the solicitude 
of the Government for the mercantile marine. The laws of 
1879 and 1891, which grant construction and navigation bounties, 
have not produced the effect intended by their promoters. The 
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Journal goes on to say, “To what cause may this prejudicial 
“ state of affairs be attributed? To the timidity of capitalists 
“ and to the dislike they have of maritime undertakings? And 
yet at a time like the present chipping enterprises are un- 
questionably remunerative ; a proof of this may be found in 
the fact that, owing to bounties granted to the mercantile 
marine, certain shipping firms enjoy a prosperity which is the 
“ envy of many other industries.” 


VIIL—FRENCH COMMERCIAL MISSION TO THE 
LEVANT. 


A report has been received at the Foreign Office from 
Mr. M. C. Gurney, Her Majesty's Consul at Cherbourg, on the 
subject of the recent French Commercial Mission to the Levant, 
taken from a report of M. Regnault in the monthly bulletin of 
the Chamber of Commerce of Le Mans. 

This report by M. Regnault, Consul of France, who had been 
sent early in the year on the above-named special commercial 
mission to the Levant, has been approved by the Minister of 
Commerce, and has been communicated by him to the Chambers 
of Commerce for the information of French manufacturers. 

M. Regnault proposes co-operation among manufacturers in 
sending commercial travellers abroad, and the evidence adduced 
by him confirms in several points the importance of a properly 
organised system of commercial travelling. 

Dealing first with the subject of French trade in the Levant, 
M. Regnault recommends the suppression of the middleman, and 
urges the producer to get in touch with the consumer. He 
expresses the opinion that~this result can only be obtained by 
sending competent commercial travellers regularly to the principal 
centres of the Kast, 

The commercial traveller he considers to be the indispensable 
auxiliary of the manufacturer who wishes to extend his business 
by direct sale. The traveller will know what to think of the 
client, and will get to know the reliable firms-—the rising firm 
to be encouraged, the falling houses to be watched. He should 
not only be thoroughly acquainted with the goods he has to 
place, but should be able to discuss them with his clients. He 
should not be satisfied with obtaining orders, but should also 
study other foreign articles of importation in local favour, obtain 
samples of them, and procure full information as to their manu- 
facture. 
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The commercial traveller would have opportunities of watching 
the local agent of his firm,'and of ascertaining his competence, 
local influence, and reputation, and whether he does not, as often 
-happens in the Levant, represent rival firms. 

An incompetent commercial traveller might do more harm 
than good ; hence the need of a fully competent, trained one— 
an employé of the firm, active and trustworthy, and conversant 
with the language of the countries he travels in. 

The traveller should ask the help of his Consul in the matter 
of local firms to be trusted, and agents to be chosen. 

M. Regnault then recommends, as a remedy for the great 
objection of cost, the advantages of co operation. Several manu- 
facturers of the same locality, making goods of different nature 
but belonging to the same clas, might co-operate. There should 
not, of course, be any competition among the several members of 
the syndicate. 

This system of co-operation is not new. It has been adopted 
for some years past in Germany, and, in the opinion of 
M. Regnault, it has enabled German industry to obtain a foot- 
hold everywhere. 

The German commercial traveller does not mind saddling 
himself with an article that could not defray the costs of his 
journey, but which would help to meet his expenditure. Having 
several kinds of goods to dispose of and recommend, he visits 
places of secondary importance, and discovers there a new set of 
purchasers, who had till then bought of the neighbouring centre. 
The profits given by this new clientdle may be small in 
themselves ; yet they make a fair total, and the manufacturers also 
profit-in many cases by the expansion of small firms with which 
they had opened business connections. 

M. Regnault estimates the cost of a 90 days’ tour for a com- 
mercial traveller through Turkey, Roumania, Bulgaria, Servia, 
and Egypt at 1007. That is to say, at a cost of 20/. per head of 
an association of five manufacturers. A commission of 3 per 
cent. on sales would amply compensate the traveller. 

Lastly, M. Regnault refers to the necessity of a careful 
preliminary study of the means and cost of transport, and 
concludes with an appeal to French manufacturers to develop 
the spirit of initiation and co-operation. 

In the face of evidence such as the above it is not possible to 
doubt the accuracy of the assertion that in the old markets of the 
world German competition is to be feared. 
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VIII.—TRADE AND INDUSTRY IN GUATEMALA. 
(From an American point of view.) 


The “ Iron Age ” (New York) of August 27th last has an article 
on the industrial and economic development of Guatemala, in 
which it is stated that the port of Iztapa is now the centre of 
great activity, as the Government intends to make it the Pacific 
terminus of its inter-oceanic line across Guatemala, its eastern 
terminus being Puerto Barrios, on the Carribean Sea. Bids from 
abroad are now being received to contract for the dredging of 
Iztape, thus making it available for the largest ocean liners. Part 
of the loan recently floated in Europe (6,000,000 dols.) will be 
applied to defraying the expenses of opening up this port. It 
is calculated that transportation rates by this route will be fully 
one-half cheaper. 

The large building for the International Exhibition, which 
lately came from France, and cost some 900,000 frs., is being 
put up by foreign mechanics. It is mostly of iron, and according 
to the drawings and plans, quite artistic in effect. Tenders for a 
number of additional iron and wooden buildings are being adver- 
tised for by the Exhibition Committee. An electric and water 
plant must also be erected. 

Special money prizes, aggregating 50,000 dols, and divided 
into first, second, and third prizes, are found in each important 
mechanical or other section. Al] exhibits winning a prize come 
into the country duty free. Special discounts and rates of trans- 
portation have been agreed upon by the railway and steamship 
companies, Consular invoices will be free for all goods consigned 
to “ Exposicion Centro-Americana,” Guatemala. 

Although Guatemala is taking giant strides in the use of 
machinery, there are hundreds of mechanical devices in daily use in 
the United States which are unknown, but which would be gladly 
used, especially where a saving of labour is concerned. Every sugar 
and coffee “finca” or plantation needs a plant of some kind. 
There are fincas in the Western region which have spent over 
a quarter of a million in machinery alone. Then, again, the use 
of water power for irrigation and electricity are gradually 
becoming generalised ; in fact, the capital is now lighted bya 
large plant established at Palin, the power coming from the falls 
of El Salto, belonging to President Reyna Barrios, some 30 miles 
away. 

Enterprise is being shown in a new culture, ramie, which grows 
almost wild in this country. There is every reason to believe, 
therefore, that it can be raised in large quantities, and a heavy 
call for decorticating and fibre machines may soon be looked for. 
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A very large proportion of the twenty millions which the 
average yearly crop of one State alone, Guatemala, is worth, 
returns to the country in German, British, and French goods and 
machinery. There is no valid reason why America should not 
get most of this trade, Once American hardware gets a foothold, 
even the simple Indian appreciates it, and will take no other. It 
is well to remark that there are numerous counterfeits in the 
Central American countries of American hardware, including 
revolvers and all kinds of arms, sewing machines, and tools of 
every descriptions, and a good international trade-mark law is 
sorely needed. 

Inventors have a splendid field in this land of the coffee bean. 
When it is considered that a million hundredweight of crop is all 
picked by hand, and that labour is dear and scarce in nearly 
every district hereabouts, it will easily be understood where hand- 
some fortunes can be made in coffee picking devices. Another 
invention which is quite as necessary is a cheap, practical process 
of making banana flour. Bananas grow wild on the coasts and 
in the inland valleys; they form the principal element of food for 
thousands of the lower class, and the flour, if once guaranteed 
against spoiling, could be exported in any quantity. 

- The Government has just signed contracts with American 
engineers for four new bridges over Northern rivers. 
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IX.—MOZAMBIQUE TRADE, AND THE STEAMSHIP 
LINES TO AFRICAN PORTS. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from 
Sir Frank C, Lascelles, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Berlin, 
enclosing translation of an article in the “ Norddeutsche Allge- 
meine Zeitung ” of the 29th August, on the trade of the Portugueze 
Colony of Mozambique in 1895, 

According to the writer of this article, in contrast to the German 
and English possessions in East Africa, the trade of the Portu- 
guese Colony of Mozambique on that coast shows a considerable 
decrease during the past year. The diminution in imports can, 
in the first place, be explained by the rise in the price of cheap 
goods for the natives, caused by the high Customs tariff intro- 
duced in 1893, in consequence of which the traders exchange 
smaller quantities of these goods for the products brought to 
market by the natives. The negroes limit themselves to obtaining 
bare necessaries, and even cease to bring their crops to the coast, 
as they find that the trade no longer pays. Hence results a 
corresponding falling-off of exports. The trade of Mozambique 
with Germany amounted in the year 1895 to 15,228/. in imports, 
and 33,837/. in exports, being as regards imports about 20 per 
cent., but as regards exports nearly 90 per cent. of the total 
trade. The smallness of the import trade is explained by the 
fact that the greater part of the goods imported are furnished 
from Bombay by Indian traders, as the cheap goods produced 
in India are the only ones that still leave a margin of profit. A 
small fraction only comes from Europe, but this part is mainly 
of German origin and includes especially the better kinds of 
cotton goods, hardware, beads, and stationery. Candles and 
soap come from France, while Portugal, the mother country of 
the colony, in spite of the preferential rates of duty accorded to 
her goods, imports only wine, preserves, potatoes, &c. With 
regard to the exports from Mozembique, nearly the whcle 
amount of earth-nuts, sesame, and india-rubber produced goes 
to Germany ; as does also the greater part of the black and red 
ebony, tortoise-shell, and wax. 

The carrying trade with Mozambique is mainly in the hands 
of the German East African Line; the only other line which 
need be considered being the British India Steam Navigation 
Company, The Union Line, which in 1894 sent their steamers 
round the Cape of Good Hope as far as Zanzibar, made an 
agreement at the beginning of last year with the German East 
Africa Line to the effect that they would not touch any ports 
north of Natal if the Germans would relinquish the ports to the 
south of that place (Port Elizabeth, &c.). 
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As soon as this competition had been removed, the British 
India Steam Navigation Company, which had maintained a line 
to the coast of Mozambique before 1890, established a monthly 
service between Bombay and Lourenco Marques vid Zanzibar, 
Mozambique, and Beira. 

As these steamers cannot take either passengers or goods 
destined for Europe, their competition is limited to the coasting 
trade. which is of little importance. The steamers of the German 
Line, having established a firm footing both in Zanzibar and 
Lourenco Marques, now nearly always have full cargoes and 
many passengers both ways. The German Company have also 
made a contract with the Portuguese Government for the con- 
veyance of officials on advantageous terms, by which they obtain 
a Jarge number of passengers. They have recently built two new 
ships of about 7,000 tons each, and have succeeded in gaining the 
sympathies of both passengers and shippers. 

In connection with this subject it is interesting to note some 
. the chief points in the development of the German East Africa 

ine. 

According to a despatch, dated 12th September last, received 
at the Foreign Office from Sir Frank Lascelles, Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Berlin, the following particulars appeared in the 
“ North German Gazette” of 11th September last :— 

«The German East Africa Line has been working for the last 


‘six years with an annual subvention from the Imperial Govern- 


ment of 45,0002 By the contract concluded with the Imperial 
Government ia May 1890, the Company were under the obliga- 
tion to begin their operations with at least four new steamers of 
2,200 tons register each, and two new coasting steamers of 500 
tons register each. The line actually started, however, with two 
steamers of 2,200 tons, two of 2,700 tons, and three coasting 
eteamers of 600 tons each, In course of time two further 
steamers of 2,400 tons each and two coasting steamers of 1,800 
-and 1,400 tons respectively were added. With this fleet, besides 
the 13 annual voyages through the Suez Canal provided for in 
the contract, six voyages round the Cape of Good Hope and an 
increased number of coasting voyages were made in recent years. 
Quite recently the interval between the voyages through the 
Suez Canal has been reduced from four to three weeks, with 
occasional special voyages round the Cape. When the new 
passenger steamer ‘ Herzog’ and her sister ship the ‘ Konig,’ which 
is now beijyg built, are completed, the company’s fleet will 


consist of 12 steamers with a total of 29,000 tons register. All 


the new vessels are built in German yards, viz., in Hamburg. 
Including the ‘ Konig,’ which is not yet finished, a sum of about 
550,000/. will have been paid by the company to German ship- 
building firms for the construction of steamers. For the working 
expenses (wages, provisions, coal, &c.) on 75 voyages up to the 
end of 1895 asum of about 300,000/. has been disbursed. On 
these voyages 150,000 tons of coal were consumed, about 50 per 
cent. of which were of German origin. The goods carried 
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amounted in these first years to a value of 2,050,000/. outward 
and 2,350,000/. homeward bound. The total number of passengers 
conveyed up to the present is about 10,000.” 

The Portuguese Government have recently also entered the 
field of competition as regards the steamship service to the East 
and West African ports, for, according to a despatch, dated 16th 
September last, which has been received at the Foreign Office 
from Mr. C. Conway Thornton, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’ Affaires 
of Lisbon, the Official Gazette of July 29 last published an 
invitation to Portuguese shipping owners to tender for the 
establishment of a service of steamers between Lisbon and the 
East and West Coasts of Africa. 

Comment was excited by the terms of the notice, the conditions 
laid down being thought by some to be impracticable, particularly 
the two following stipulations :— 

Article 43. “The contract to be made with the person whose 
offer is accepted ¢hall only be considered definitive after ratifi- 
cation by the Cortes in their next session.” 

Article 21. “ The association or company to be organised by 
the accepted contractor to carry out his contract shall be in every 
respect Portuguese, and, as such, subject to Portuguese laws, 
tribunals, and regulations, and no admission shall be ma‘e of any 
privileges or immunities which may be invoked by the servants, 
crews, agents, or associates of the contractor or his representatives 
abroad. The registered shares and at least two-thirds of the 
shareholders shall be Portuguese.” 

It is objected that no one would tender for a contract 
dependent upon ratification by the Cortes, where the Govern- 
ment would always have it in their power to cause the same 
to be accepted or rejected, as might suit themselves best, and 
that it cannot be insured that the capital shares of any under- 
taking should remain in Portuguese hands after their first issue. 

It was also objected that the freights laid down in the schedules 
to the notice were much too high, and would exclude all chance 
of competition with, for instance, the line of vessels plying between 
Antwerp and Loanda. The Government, it was argued, should 
imsist upon the adoption of lower rates, and should be prepared to 
make good any initial loss by means of premiums on navigation, 
or some other of the forms of subsidy allowed by foreign Govern- 
ments. 

The fact is that there exists now, and has existed for many 
years past, a line supported by Portuguese capital and enjoying 
the monopoly of Portuguese traffic with the West Coast, the 
“Empresa Nacional.” This is a fairly substantial undertaking, 
owning a fleet of ten or adozen vessels, and giving, on the whole, 
satisfaction to all parties. It was to be expected that the 
Government would in the first place treat with this Company for 
any increased service or at least concede to them a preferential 
claim. To deprive the “ Empresa Nacional” of their monopoly, 
would be to condemn the bulk of their fleet to inactivity and 
decay in the waters of the Tagus. The remainder of their vessels 
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would only serve to compete with and hinder the success of the 
ships of the rival and preferred Company. 

The fact is also not to be lost sight of, that there attaches a 
real disadvantage to combining in a single undertaking the purely 
Portuguese services of the two African coasts. On the western 
coast, the Portuguese trade is, so to speak, of a domestic char- 
acter, and but little interfered with by foreign competition. On 
the eastern coast, on the contrary, Portuguese trading vessels have 
to meet the overwhelming rivalry of the foreign subsidized services 
and cannot hope to sustain the contest. The disastrous fate of 
the Company of the “ Mala Real Portugueza” affords a sufficient 
warning in this direction. Another disadvantage is the greater 
prime cost of Portuguese built vessels. 

As far as can be ascertained, no response has hitherto been 
received to the invitation of the Government. It now remains 
to be seen whether the latter will adhere to their original condi- 
tions, or whether the terms will be so far modified as to admit 
of tenders from foreign firms. In that event an opportunity 
would offer to repair the damage sustained by British interests 
through the recent withdrawal. 
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X.—THE RAILWAY SYSTEM OF JAPAN. 


The “ Japan Weekly Mail” has published the annual report 
of the Imperial Railway Bureau of Japan for the 27th fiscal 
year of Meiji (year ended 31st March 1895). 

The continuation works of the Osu and the Hokuriku lines 
were the principal new construction works undertaken during 
the year, and the progress of these works, owing to the vigilance 
of the overseers, advanced very steadily, especially on the 
Aomori-Hirosaki section, so that that section was opened for 
traffic in December of the present fiscal year. 

Private railways have striven to extend the scope and area 
of their business, while applications for new companies have 
been forwarded in rapid succession, Already during the year 
under review 157 miles have been opened for traffic after having 
been inspected by the Bureau. The total mileage of railways 
throughout Japan amounts to over 2,100 miles, and railway com- 
munication from Hirosaki westward to Hiroshima has been 
completed, thereby considerably promoting facilities of com- 
munication. 

In glancing over the business features of the State railways, 
however, though the result was extremely satisfactory during 
the year, the chief cause that brought about such a result 
cannot be regarded as a permanent feature. For though receipts 
were unusally augmented, the volume of goods carried, owing 
to the war, was less, and that despite the transportation of stores 
and ammunition. Passengers showed a large increase in number, 
but as many of these were connected with the war, the increment 
of ordinary passengers is small, all things considered, and the 
permanent passenger traffic has not risen in volume. 

The chief reason why receipts were out of proportion to the 
number of passengers and the quantity of goods carried was due 
to the fact that the mileage for one passenger and for one ton 
of goods was far in excess of ordinary years. The business 
features of the present year presented an exceptional phenomenon 
and cannot be compared with other years, 

In private railways also, owing to the increased demand which 
the war entailed upon their services, to the favourable market 
prices of coal, and also to the insufficiency of steamers and the 
consequent suspension of maritime transportation, the condition 
of business was very satisfactory. At the same time the war 
having tightened the money market, private railways were 
obliged to postpone the date of payment of subscription, or, 
in consequence of the rise in the market price of commodities, 
postpone the work of construction, and in these ways must have 
suffered not a little in respect of development. 

At the end of the 27th fiscal year (ic., on 31st March 1895) 
the State lines had 580 miles of railway, 122 stations, and 2,957 
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vehicles, and these, compared with the preceding year, show an 
increase of 23 miles in railways, 5 in stations, and 317 in vehicles. 

The increased length of route and number of stations was due 
to the Aomori-Hirosaki section having been opened for traffic, 
while the increase in the total prolongation was due to the 
laying of a double track and sidings and also the prolongation of 
sidings in station yards, all in consequence of the opening of the 
Aomori-Hirosaki section. The increase in the number of vehicles 
was occasioned by the greater activity in traffic, which necessitates 
the purchase or building and setting up of new vehicles, Even 
after all these additions the needs of the public are far from 
being met. 

Compared with the previous year, the gross traffic receipts 
show an increase of 16 per cent.; coaching receipts 12°7 per cent., 
and waggon receipts 27°8 per cent. As to the volume of traffic, 
the number of passengers shows an increase of 3:04 per cent., 
and of goods, a diminution of 5-4 per cent. The train mileage 
shows an increase of 12 per cent., passengers 13°4 pér cent. 
on an average, and that of one ton of goods, 39 per cent. 

Gross railway receipts during the year under review were 
7,274,964 yen, while gross expenditures were 4,099,577 yen; 
the two items being balanced, a net profit of 3,175,377 yen 
remains. 

With regard to private railways, during the year under review, 
provisional charters have been granted to the Kyoto Railway 
Company and 25 others, representing 903 miles of railways and 
39,530,832 yen of capital; while permanent charters have been 
granted to the Hatsuse Railway Company and 4 others, their 
aggregate mileage and capital amounting to 257 miles and 
10,627,559 yen. The number of companies to which temporary 
charters have been granted this year shows an increase of 20 
over that of the previous year, an increase in mileage of 811 
miles, and in amount of capital of 36,502,242 yen. The number of 
companies to which permanent charters have been granted 
diminished by 6, but mileage shows an increase of 111 miles, and 
the amount of capital by 5,017,809 yen. 
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XL—TRADE OF THE NORTHERN SHAN STATES. 


A despatch, dated 24th September last, has been received at 
the Board of Trade from the India Office, enclosing copy of 
extract from « report on the administration of the Northern Shan 
States in 1895-96. 

This report states that no statistics of the volume of trade 
either with China or with Burma are available, but to judge 
from the number of caravans seen on the cart-road, both 
import and export trade were in a flourishing condition during 
the year 1895-96. It is estimated that at least 8,000 bullock 
loads of pickled tea were exported from the Tawng Peng 
State alone during the year; the greater part of this is taken 
down the Government road to Maymyo for sale in Mandalay, 
partly in carts from Hsipaw, and partly on bullocks the whole 
way. The latter is chiefly done by traders using their own 
bullocks, as, it transport has to be hired, the cost is considerably 
lessened by transferring the loads to carts when the road is reached. 
That this was not always done is due to the fact that arrange- 
ments had already been made with bullock owners for the season 
before a sufficient number of carts were available to insure cart- 
hire being so reduced by competition as to allow for a margin of 
profit. Part also of the tea is taken down to Mongmit by 
bullocks, thence by water to the Irrawaddy in the rains and by 
bullocks to Twinnge in the open season ; the portion following this 
route lias already been reduced by the opening up of the cart- 


road, and will probably be still further reduced when the railway 
reaches the Ngokteik gorge. 

Eight thousand bullock loads is a very rough estimate, but an 
under rather than an over-statement : it would represent approxi- 
mately between 500 and 600 tons of tea alone available to swell 
the railway traffic receipts. Rice also, as mentioned above, was 
exported largely into Maymyo from Hsipaw and South Hsinwi; 
from North Hsinwi sticklac and hides are exported, but the 
amount does not appear to have been very considerable. Of 
imports it may be noted that certain classes of continental goods 
are already beginning to obtain a greater hold on the Shan 
markets than British commodities. Fancy hardware and cheap 
finery very frequently bear German or Belgian marks, and even in 
the cheaper kinds of calico German goods are seen as often as, if 
not more often than, Manchester products. The reason appears 
to be, as is pointed out by consular agents all over the world, that 
continental merchants study their markets and produce goods 
accordingly, while the British merchant is apparently less inclined 
to adapt himself to the needs of his consumers, and, after opening 
up a market for trade, allows it to slip from his grasp rather 


than modify his old methods to suit it, The Shan has not yet 
learnt to distinguish between dearness and expensiveness, and 
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will buy poor calico because he pays less per yard for it, rather 
than higher-priced stuff, which will in reality give him better 
value for his money. 

This fact apparently the German has realised, for the better 
class of drills and cottons seen in the bazaars are always 
Manchester goods, and it is only the low-priced goods which bear 
the continental marks. Of the Chinese frontier trade, the 
principal article which finds a market in the Shan States is straw 
hats, the demand for which appears to increase every year, 
besides copper cooking pots: thin cast-iron eauldrons of various 
sizes are also imported in considerable numbers, and used for 
boiling indigo and other purposes. Almost the only Shan product 
taken back across the frontier in any quantities is raw cotton ; 
part of this comes from the neighbouring Southern Shan States, 
but a good deal is also produced in North Hsinwi. Most of the 
Chinese villages which are scattered over the Kachin tract have 
developed small depdts for the collection of cotton from the 
surrounding country and sell to returning traders. Opium is 
also collected in the same depéts and taken across the frontier, 
oer it is either consumed locally or worked up for the Burmese 
market, 
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XIL—THE GOLD INDUSTRY OF BRITISH 
GUIANA, 


The development of the gold industry of British Guiana 
may be said to have started in the year 1864, but it has been 
hampered by disputes as to ownership of territory. One of the 
earliest enterprises in 1866, when sufficient capital had been 
provided from some Australian capitalists, was wrecked on account 
of a protest from the Venezuela government claiming sovereign 
authority. The mine was abandoned, and all the tools, machinery, 
&c., were left to rot. ‘Twenty years later some systematic search 
for gold was made with the result that British Guiana has 
become one of the recognized gold-producing countries of the 
world. 

. The difficulties that attend the search for gold were not wanting 
in this case, and in many respects these difficulties may be 
mente have been multiplied, exaggerated, and presented in new 

es. 
. The climate, the want of even the roughest means of commu- 
nication, the large advance in the price of negro labour when 
engaged for this class of work, the cost of getting goods into the 
interior, and last of all and not least important, the difficulty of 
getting reliable and practical men as prospectors, were only a few 
of the special obstacles. 

The “ New York Engineering and Mining Journal” says that 
the entire attention of these prospectors till within the past 
few years has been devoted to alluvial gold, with the result that 
in 1893 the output was 142,788 ozs. This result was attained by 
most primitive methods and by local capital, and although the 
returns for 1894 and 1895 show a falling off, being 129,670 and 
122,023 ozs. respectively, since 1893 only has there been serious 
attention to prospecting for quartz veins and their development 
and ultimate working. 

The total output of gold from 1884 to 1895 shows that even 
with the rude appliances and the physical and economical 
difficulties to overcome, the result of the work and struggle has 
been material. Starting with 250 ozs. in 1884 the highest figure 
was reached in 1893, as mentioned above, and the average 
production in the past four years has been over 131,000 ozs. of 
gold per annum. 

With regard to the quartz veins and the possible future of the 
country, if means of communication were afforded and good and 
equitable government assured, it is stated that the Barima and 
other districts in the disputed territory are quite capable of 
cutting an important figure as a factor in the production of the 
world’s gold supply. 
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XITI.—IMPORT DUTIES ON TIN-PLATE IN 


FOREIGN 


COUNTRIES.. 


Statement showing the rates of Customs duty levied in the 
under-menticned countries on tin-plate imported from the United 
Kingdom, according to the latest information in the possession of 


the Board of Trade. 


Tariff Rates of Duty. | 


English Equivalents. 


Russia : 
Tin-plate even varnished, with | 
stamped ornaments, or watered 


Finland, Grand Daag of - | 
Sweden - - | 


Norway - - 


Denmark - - - 


Germany - 


Holland ~ - 
Belgium - - - - 
France : 
Tin-plate : 
Of a thickness of more than 
ths of a millimetre - 


Of a thickness of Sths of a | 
millimetre or less - - | 


Portugal : 
Tin-plate - 
Do., impressed or painted - 
Spain 
Italy : 


Tin-plate, unwrought : 


Having a thickness of more | 


than 1} millimetres - 


Having a : thickness of 13 milli- 


metres or less - 
Austria-Hungary : 
Tin-plate : 


Having a thickness of 0°4 will 


metre and above - 
Less than 0°4 millimetre in 
thickness - - - 
Switzerland : 
Tin-plate of a thickness of less 
than 3 millimetres - 


Greece - 

Turkey - x 
Bulgaria - 

Roumania - 


Rbls. cop. 
| Poud 1 55 
Mks. pen. 
100 kilos. 8 20 
Free. 
Free. 
Kron. 
Pund 0 235 
Mks. pfg. 
100 kilos, 
snes } 5 00 
Free. 
Free. 
Frs. cts. 
| 100 kilos. 12 00 
13 00 
| Reis 
| 100 kilos. 300 
3,000 
Pes. cts. 
100 kilos. 20 00 
| Lire. cts 
100 kilos. 14 00 
= 18 00 
Fl. kr. 
; 100 kilos. 8 00 
9 00 
| Frs. cts. 
100 kilos. 3 00 
| Free. 
8 ‘lo ad val. 
| 83 °/, ad val. 
| Lei. b. 
4 00 ; 


£s d 
Cwt. 015 3 
»” 0 3 4 

Free. 

Free 
Cwt. 02 4 
» gross 0 2 63 

Free. 

Free 
Cwt. 0 4 103 
0 5 
” 0 0 8i 
” 0 610 
” 0 8 2 
0 5 8} 
” o7 4 
” 0 8 2 
” 09 2 
0 1 23 

Free. 

8 °/, ad val. 
83 °/, ad val. 

Cwt. 0 1 
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Tariff Rates of Duty. 


English Equivalents. 


United States - 
Egypt - $ 
China - 
Japan - 
Mexico : 


Tin-plate in sheets up to 55 centi- 
metres in length, by 40 cm. in 
width, not stamped nor painted 

Do., more than 55 centimetres in 
length or more than 40 cm. in 
width; also tin-plate of any 
dimension, stamped, pointed, or 
varnished - 

[With a surtax of 2 per cent. for. 

port and harbour works. ] 


Venezuela - - 
Brazil : 
Tin-plate in sheets, plain - - 
Do., painted or worked - 
Uruguay - 


[With a surtax of 5 per cent. ad 
val. in addition.] 
Argentine Republic - > 
Chile - - 

Bolivia : 
Tin-plates, enamelled or painted - 
Do., common, all kinds - 
Peru - - 
Ecuador : 
Tin-plate in sheets = - 
[In addition, a surtax of 30 per 
cent. on the import duties is 
leviable. } 
Colombia : 
Tin-plate - - 
The duty is reduced ¢ on import- 


ations through certain Custom-| 


houses as follows :— 
40 per cent. at Aruca and 
Meta. 


20 per cent. at Buenaventura. 
30 per cent. at Tumaco. 
very payment in the Custom- 
house is subject to a surtax 
of 25 per cent. 

By decree of March 1895 a 
further surtax of 15 per cent. 
was imposed to meet expenses 
incurred by war. 


Dol. cts. 
0 
8 °/, ad val. 
Mace 
100 catties 4 


Box not ex- 
ceedin 0 70 
90 catties. 


Pesos. cts. 
Kilog. gross 0 O1 


0 07 


” 


Not separately tasted. 
is 


15 °/, ad val.* 
15 °/, ad val.* 
10 °° ad val.* 


Pesos. ctos. 


Kilog. 0 05 


£s. d. 

Cwt. 0 5 7 
8 °/, ad val. 

Cwt. 01 8 


Box not ex- 
ceeding- 113 
120 lbs. 


Cwt. gross 0.2 


0 14 10 


Not separately tariffed. 


0 3 5 
114 4 
” 20 °/, ad val. 


val, 


15 °/, ad val.* 
15 °/, ad val.* 
10 oe ad val.* 


Cwt. @4i 


010 2 


* These rates are levied on official valuations. 
Note.—In converting into English equivalents the following have been taken as 


par values :— 


Mexico, peso = 4s. 2d.; Brazil, 


Colombia, peso = 4s. 


milreis = 2s. 3d.; 


Ecuador, sucre = 4s.; 


| 
Boos. cts. | 
| Kilog. 39 
300 
20 °/, ad val.* 
5°), ad val.* 
Free. 
Sucres. ctos. 
93861. 
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XIV.—IMPORT DUTIES ON SOAP IN SOUTH 
AMERICAN COUNTRIES. 


The following statement, showing the 


rates of import duty 


levied in South American countries upon soap, has been recently 


prepared by the Board of Trade :— 


Countries. 


Import Duties, 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


Soap 


Soap 
Note.—The following additional duties are leviable : 

5 °/, in gold, destined for the conversion of paper 
money; 4°/, in paper money, destined to the 
“Consejo §. de Educacién”; 3 °/, in paper 
money, destined to the “Consejo Seeundario y 


Pays 25 °/, ad val. under 
heading of “all goods 
not specially enume- 
rated.” 


25 °/, calculated on the 
value stipulated in the 
valuation tariff. 


Superior.” 
Pesos. cts. 
Soap, common, of all kinds . . - | Kilog. gross 0 08 
Note——Peso = 100 centesimos = 4s. (about); 
kilogramme = 2:2 Ibs. 
Import Duties. 
Countries. Ad valorem 
Rate on Tare 
Duty. | which Duty | Allowance. 
is based. 
Brazit. 
Soap, not perfumed :—~ Reis. 
Black or dark = - - - | Kilog. 200 48 elo 
“ Saponaceos,’ sapolios,” and » Gress. 
similar articles - » 1,200 48 °/, 
Note.—1,000 reis=1 milreis=2s. 3d. 
(nominal value); kilogramme = 
2°2 Ibs. 
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Countries. 


Import Duties. 


VENEZUELA. 
Soap, white, marbled, called Castille, Marseilles, &c. - 
Note.—The bolivar = 9.8,d., and is divided into 
100 centimes; kilogramme = 2°2 Ibs. 


CoLoMBIA. 


Common vil soap - 
Common resin and tallow soap 

Surtax :—25 °/.. 

Reductions :—40 °/, in the Custom-houses of Aruca 
and Meta ; 30 °/, in the Custom-house of Tumaco ; 
20°/, in the Custom-house of Buenaventura, 

Soaps not specially mentioned - - 

Note.—Pesos = 100 centavos 4s. (nominal 
—- actual value about 3s. 4d.; kilogramme = 
2°2 Ibs. 


- - 


Ecvuapor. 


Soap, common ~ 

Note.—The monetary unit employed in Ecuador 

is the sucre = 100 centavos = (about) 4s.; 
kilogramme = 2-2 lbs, 


Bolivars cts. 
1 25 


Kilog. 


Pesos cts, 
0 20 
0 25 


20° 


ucres cts. 


Kilog. 0 05t 


Countries, 


Value on which 
Duty is Levied. 


Rate of 
Import Duty. 


Soap, common washing ~ Gross weight 
Do., for cleaning articles of metal} 
Do., powdered, for washing} 


Notes.—In Bolivia the ad valorem duties 
are calculated on the official values 
stated above. 

The monetary unit of Bolivia is the 
Boliviano = 100 centavos = 4s. (nominal 
value), actual value 2s. 4d. (about) ; 
kilogramme — 2° 2 Ibs. 


Kilog. 
” 
” 


Perv. 


Soap, common, of all kinds and of what- 
ever origin 
Do., and soap in cakes, per- 
fumed, common and dis- 
infecting soaps, such as tar, 
carbolic, phenic, and pitch Gross weight 
Do., fine (as perfumery) ss 
Notes.-The ad valorem duties are cal- 
culated on the official values stated 
above. 
Sol=101 centavos =4s. (nominal value), 
real value about 2s.; kilogramme = 
2°2 Ibs. 


Bolivianos cts. 


12 
0 30 
0 35 


80 °/, ad val. 
30 °/, ad val. 
30 °/, ad val. 


Soles cts. 
0 15 


Soles cts. 


Kilog. 0 07 


40 °/, ad val. 
40 °/, ad val. 


* According to Decree No. 453 of 1893, this duty is increased by 5 centavos 
but the increased duty is not subject to the rebates in the Custom-houses of Buena- 
ventura and Tumaco, nor to the surtax of 25 °/,. 

{ With an addition of 30 °/, of the duty as surtax. 

t Including interior receptacles or packages. 


2 


4 
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. Value on which Rate of 
Countries. Duty is Levied. Import Duty. 
CuILe. 
Soap, common, for washing, Gat, Pesos. ctos. 
Marseilles, and green soap Kilog.gross 0 15 | 25 °/, ad val. 
Do., for objects including 
wrappings - | Kilog. 0 35} 25°, ad val. 
Do., powdered, called « 3d Ivorine,” or others 
similar, for washing, including wrappings . 0 40 25 °/, ad val. 
Notes.—The ad valorem duties are cal- 
culated on the official values stated 
above. 
Peso=3s. 9°6d. (about); kilogramme 
=2°2 Ibs. 


. 
i 


Oct. 1896.] | | NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF OF VICTORIA. 421 


XV.—NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF OF VICTORIA. 
(Continued from page 311.) 


No. Articles. Rate of Duty. 


Memo slates and tablets” = - 20 °/, ad val. 
Merchandise imported for the oxpply of Her 
Majesty’s land or sea forces. or for the use of 


Her Majesty’s Government - Free. 
Metal cordage - Free. 
Metal foundry used in the manufacture of furniture Free. 
286 Metals :— 
Manufactures of, not otherwise enutherated, 
including fittings for pipes and tubes - - 30 °/° ad vat. 
287 H rolled girder and channel iron - 
288 Wire, barbed - 
Castings, viz. ; 
289 Bars, fire - - 
290 Cylinders, hy draulic - - +7 =o 
291 Pipes and connections for same = - - 
292 Plates, tank - - 
293 Weights, sash - - 
294 Machine todls, being steam hammers, drills, 


planes, and iron and wood working machines, 
also machine tools used in bootmaking, leather 


dressing, and other industries - - : ‘lo ad vai. 
295 Machinery, not otherwise enumerated - 5 °/, ad val. 
296 Engines, of all kinds, not otherwise enumerated 30 °}, ad val. 
Manufactures of, machines ond viz. :-— 
297 Anchors - -1) 
298 Anvils - - - 
299 Balances, spring, to weigh up to 3 ewt. . 
300 Bands, curtain = 
301 Bar, not machined, and i in oe rough - 
302 Bell fittings - - “ 
303 Bells, 6 inches and under - - - 
304 Bits, for harness - . - 
305 Blocks and types, printers’ - - 
306 Blowers, for ventilating mines - - 
307 Metal foundry used in the manufacture of 
furniture = - - - 
308 Breast drills - 
809 Bucket and kettle ears = - - 
310 Bushes’ patent roller, for making 
311 Buttons - 
312 Caps, percussion - 
313 Carriage bolts 2ths of an inch in diameter and } Free. 
under, and 4 inches in length and under = - 
314 Hollow-ware, iron, being oval boilers, camp 


ovens, digesters, kettles ; brazing, fry, mas- 
lin, preserving, sauce, and stew pans; 
Danish-French, glue, oval, plumbers’ stock, 
and three-legged pots; tea kitcheners or 


fountains, and gridirons - - 
815 Chains - - 
316 Chains, curtain - - - 
317 Cloth, wire, over 36 mesh - - - 
318 Concentrators for mining purposes - 
319 Copper and copperware, being prepared plates 
for engravers and lithographers silver-plated 
sheet, perforated sheet, rivets, washers - 


320 Cornices in piece - 
- $21 Crucibles - 


| 

| 
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No. | Articles. Rate of Duty. 

| Metals—cont. 
| Manufactures of, machines and | 

323 Door fittings, except handles and plates =1) 

324 traction - 

325 

326 Fittings, electric, ‘Viz., are without 

globes, carbons, incandescent lamps, auto- 
| matical resisters, transmitters, or trans- 
| formers and storage batteries 

327 } Gate fittings, except hook and eye, strap, and 
Thinges - 

329 Handles, trunk ~ 

$30 Hinges, except hook and eye, aed and - 

331 Hooks (brass) 

332 Hooks, cornice - Free. 

333 Hooks, curtain 

334 Hoop, not machined and i in the rough - 

335 Instruments, optical, scientific - - 

336 Iron, angle and T - - - e 

337 Iron, sheet, corrugated - 

338 Do., box and sad - 

339 Do., stirrup - - - - - 

340 Knives, chaffcutter - - 

341 Do., reaping - 

342 Latches - 

343 Lightning conductors 

344 Locks - - 

3845 Machinery for carding, spinning, weaving, and |) 
finishing the manufacture of fibrous material, 
and cards for such machinery - - 

346 Do. for telegraphic purposes - 

347 Do. used in the manufacture of paper ond for 
felting, including wire cloth and felts -it Free.* 

348 Machines, printing, and 

349 Do., sewing = - 

350 Do., viz., buttonmaking, eyelet, knitting, shesp 
separators 

351 Do., known as centrifugal cream separators - 

352 Meters, gas, internal fittings of, when imported |) 
in parts not put together - - 

353 Mortars and pestles 

354 | Netting, wire, galvanised, mnshine-cnnte - 

355 Pig - - 

356 Pins, gimp - 

357 Pipes and tubes, viz., brass-cased, brazed, solid 
drawn, welded, and fittings, iron, nia 
for wrought iron pipes 

358 Plate, not machined and in the rough * 

359 Plates, circular, for the manufacture of saws - | $ Free, 

360 | Do., prepared for engravers and lithographers 

361 | Pneumatic tires, parts of, being valves, wires, 

and rims - - - - 

362 | Do., inflators for - - . - 

364 Pulleys, under 4 - - 

365 Rails, tram and railway 

366 | Reaping-machine knives - . - 

367 | Rings, curtain - - - 

368 Rivets - - - 


* Exewption of machines does not apply to the motive power thereof (if any). 
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No, Articles. Rates of Duty. 
Metals—cont. 
Manufactures of, machines and machinery—cont, 
369 Rod, not machined and inthe rough - - 
370 Saws of all kinds, but not the machinery con- 
nected therewith (if any) - 
371 Scales, to weigh up to 3 - 
372 Scrap - - 
373 Screwhooks, eyes and rings a 
374 Screws, cork, galvanised, hand, a wood - 
375 Sheet, not machined and in the rough - - ; 
376 Do. (copper), silver-plated - - 
377 , do., perforated - - - 
378 Do., viz., copper, brass, zine, muntz, ona other 
mixed metals, in circles not less than 24 
inchesin diameter = = - 
379 Do. (zine), perforated 
380 Slides, cornice - - 
381 Spokes, not machined and i in vad rough - 
382 Spoons, iron or steel - - Free. 
383 Springs, buffer - -lP 
384 Steelyards, to weigh up to 3 cwt. - - 
885 Tacks, 1 inch and under ~ ~ 
886 Tires of steel in the rough «- - 
387 Tools of trade, not being nee (except 
napping, spalling and quartz, hammers, 
picks, mattocks, gas, and blacksmiths’ tongs, 
mauls, wedges, crowbars, soldering irons) - 
388 Trace hooks, water conductors, seat fasteners, 
axle clips, and spring clips, malleable rim 
bands, hood springs, shaft couplings, roller 
bolts, king bolts, iron washers, pole and 
shaft eyes, iron rivets, step pads, tubular 
bows, break rolls for roller flour mills ~ 
389 Traps, vermin - 
390 Types, printers’, and brass 
391 Washers (copper) - 
392 Window fittings (except shutters, blinds, gon, 
and cornices) - 
393 Wire, not machined and in the rough - - 
Metal furniture (including second-hand) - - 30 °/, ad val, 
394 | Metalware, plated and mixed (except furnituse 
otherwise dutiable) 25°, ad val, 
395 | Do., do., being door handles, locks, ‘shaft tips, r 
stump and finger joints, and slot irons used in 
hames - Free. 
Meters, gas, internal fittings of, when imported i in 
— = put together - “ Free. 
Methylated spirits - 
396 | Milk, preserved - | . 2d. per pint 
Millboard (including grey millboard) - - Tree. 
Millet, broom corn - . a 10° ad val. 
Milling, stones for - fp ad 
Mills, grape and stemmers Free. 
Mineral oil in bulk, refined, of which the point of 
ignition is below Fahr. Free. 
Mineral waters - - 10 °/. ad val. 
397 | Miners’ safety hats - ree, 
398 | Do. do. lamps - Free, 


Minor articles used in the manufacture of any 
dutiable article when in or 
in blind - 


380 °/, ad val. 
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No. Articles. Rates of Duty. 
899 | Minor articles of mixed or undescribed materials 

used in the manufacture of any dutiable article; 
provided that such minor articles are enumerated 
in any order of the Commissioner, and emeued 
in the Government Gazette Free. 
Mixed metalware (except furniture otherwiee 
dutiable) - 25 °/, ad val. 
Mixed metals, in circles not Deni than 24 inches 
in diameter - - - - Free. 
Molasses, refined - - 6s. per ewt. 
Do., refined in bond - - - - 5s. per cwt. 
Do., unrefined - - 2s. per cwt. 
Monumental wong stone - - - | 7s. 6d. per cubic foot.* 
Morphia - - Free. 
Mortars and pestles (metal) - * Free. 
Mouldings of all sorts (except picture frame 
mouldings) wholly or water 
3 inches in width 4s. per 100 lin. ft. 
Do., do., do., 3 inches and over in width - . 7s. per 100 lin. ft. 
Mouldings, picture frame, not mitred - - 15 °/, ad val. 
Do., do., mitred - 35 fp ad val. 
Mountings, harness and hames (plated or mixed metal) Free. 
Mounts or stands for pictures - - 20 °/, ad val. 
Mungo fur, being hatters’ - - Free. 
Muntz metal, in circles not less than 24 inches 
in diameter - - - - Free. 
| Muriatic acid - - - - - -|, 5s. per ewt. 
Musical instruments, including second-hand :-— 
Pipe organs and all parts thereof, ny piano- 
forte action, made up - - - 25 °/, ad val. 
Pianos, upright - - - 51. each. 
Do., square, grand, or semi grand - . 15/. each. 
Harmoniums and cabinet organs, not otherwise 
enumerated - - each. 
400 | Musicalinstruments, being action work in ae 
pieces, including rails —_ keys - Free. 
401 | Mustard - . - - 2d. per Ib. 
402 | Mustard seed - 3d. per lb. 
Mutton - 7 - - 7s. per 100 Ib. 
Nails :— 
403 Iron and steel - - - . 7s. 6d. per ewt. 
404 Horseshoe ~ - 14s. per ewt. 
405 Nails, being nails for panera and grindery - Free. 
Napping hammers (metal) - 30 °/, ad val. 
Naps for women’s and girls’ wear, being woollen 
manufactures or manufactures containing wool, 
being piece goods and all nal piece 
goods not madeup - 15 °/, ad val. 
Neckties, silks, for, eut up tate sizes or r lengths 
for making, under regulations to be made 
by the Commissioner of Trade and Customs = - Free. 
Nets:— 
406 Hammocks and hammock netting - - 
407 Lawn-tennis nets and netting - - ° 
408 Cricket nets and ang - - - 25 */, ad val. 
409 Hat nets - - - 
Netting, wire, galvanized, machine made - Free. 
Nipples for bicycles, tricycles, and similar 
vehicles, not being brazed or joined with my 
: other part - - - Free. 


* For purposes of measurement each stone shall be considered as a rectangular 
solid corresponding in measurements to the extreme length, width, and height of 
the stone measured. 


} 

| 


Oct. 1896.) 


«NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF OF VICTORIA. 


42 


No. Articles. Rates of Duty. 
Nitrate of silver - - - . Free. 
Nitricacid - - - - 5s. per ewt. 

410 | Nuts - 2d. per lb. 

411 | Nuts, being candle nuts and cocoanuts - - Free. 

Nux vomica - - Free. 
Oars, ash - - - - Free. 
Oatmeal - - - - 9s. per cental. 
Oats - << - - 3s, per cental. 
412 | Oil and paste, furniture - 20 °/, ad val. 
Oil and other floorcloth (except coir and jute 
matting otherwise dutiable) —- 15 °/, ad val, 
413 | Oil in bulk, being cocoanut, fish of all sorts, 
mineral refined, of which the point of ignition is 
below 80° F., kerosene, palm, lubricating, of which 
the chief ae enna part is mineral, and resin - Free. 
Oil, silk - Free. 
414 | Oilmen’s stores, pecked in bottles or jars not 
exceeding one reputed quart in size, or in canisters 
or vessels not exceeding one quart in size - 20 °/, ad val. 
415 | Oilmen’s stores, not otherwise enumerated Pas 10 0 ‘La ad val. 
416 | Do., being essential oils and essences not con- 
taining alcohol, and isinglace uncut= Free. 

417 Oils, in bulk - 6d. per gallon. 

Do., packed in bottles, jars, or other vessels, net 
exceeding one gallon in size, as under— 

418 Quarts and over a pint - 4s. per dozen. 

419 Pints and over a half-pint - - - 2s. per dozen. 

420 Half-pints and over a quarter-pint - e- ls. per dozen, 

421 Quarter-pints and smaller sizes - - 6d. per dozen. 

422 Over a quart and not exceeding a glen - 12s. per dozen. ‘ 
Oleomargarine and butterine - - 1s. per Ib. 
Olives, green Free. 
Omnibuses and on (including second-hand), 

for carrying mails or peenenges - 251. each. 
423 | Onions - - 1/, per ton. 
424 | Opium, including all goods, wares, and merchandise 

(except, medical preparations) mixed or saturated 

with opium, or with any preparation or solution 

thereof, or steeped therein respectively - - 11. per lb. 

11. per Ib. of opium = 
contained therein, 
when not dutiable- 

425 Medical preparations containing = - - at a higher rate 

‘ under the head of 
| medicines liable to 
25 °/,, ad val. 
Optical, surgical, and scientific instraments oo 
ware) - Free. 
Oranges, green 9d. per bushel. 
Organs, pipe (including second-hand) = all parts 
thereof - , 25 °/, ad val. 
Do., cabinet (including second-hand) not otherwise 
enumerated 31. each. 
Ovens, camp (hollow-ware, ieou) - - Free. 
Oval pots and boilers (hollow-ware, iron) - - Free. 
Oregon, timber aie as, al sizes less than 7 in. 
by 2} in. - | 4s, per 100 sup. ft. 


Do., do, of the sizes of 7 i ins. by 2h ins, and 


ins. and 


upwards, and ion than is ins. by 6 
upwards 

Do., do., of the sizes of 12, ins. by 6 ins, and 
upwards - 


2s. per 100 sup. ft. 


1s. per 100 sup. ft. 


Parchment, cut = - 
Do., vegetable for packing or _wrapping 
butter) 
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No. Articles, Rate of Duty. 
Oregon, timber known as, of ony 
size - Free. 
Overshoes or goloshes 4s. per dozen pairs. 
426 | Packages, second-hand, in which ships’ stores have 
been imported Free. 
427 | Packages, in which goods are “ordinarily imported, 
not otherwise enumerated = - Free. 
Packing, engine (not being sheet) - - 12s. per ewt. 
Pads— 
Blotting. See “Stationery ” 35 °/, ad val. 
Side (articles of artificial human hair, manu- 
factured) - - - - 25 “le ad val, 
Step (metal) - Free. 
Paddy - 2s. per cental, 
Painters’ brushes = 25 °/, ad val. 
Paints and colours :— 
428 Ground in oil, including patent dryers and putty 21. per ton. 
429 Mixed ready for use, from or of ad sinianes - 41. per ton. 
430 Paint, dry white lead - - 2/. per ton. 
Palings - ~ - 7 - 9d. per 100. 
Palm in bulk ~ Free, 
Pa 
431 - 2d. per Ib. 
452 Advertising matter, printed or lithographed, or 
any printed plates, lithographs, pictures, cards, 
calendars, almanacs, or matter of a similar 
description uged or designed for use vas adver- 
tising purposes - - 4d. per lb. 
433 Paper, other - 6s. per cwt. 
434 Do., bags - 10s. per cwt. 
Do., boxes, including paper or 1 cardboard (with or 
without printing) cut into for 
or boxing 25 °/, ad val. 
435 | Do., cardboard, pasteboard - - As. per ewt. 
436  Do., being printing and writing, in original wrappers 
and uncut edges as it leaves the mill; paper- 
hangings and millboard Gndntiog grey mill- 
board) - Free. 
437 | Do., specially prepared for making gun or blasting 
cartridges Free. 
438 | Do., vegetable parchment (used vel packing and 
wrapping butter) - Free. 
Do., writing, fancy wrappers for 35 °/, ad val, 
Do., all printed, ruled, or enguereh forms of, bound 
or unbound - 35 °/, ad val. 
Do., or cardboard (with or without printing) cut 
into shapes for wrapping or boxing - - 25 °/, ad val. 
Do., machinery used in the manufacture of - Free.* 
Paperhangings - - - - Free, 
439 | Paraffin wax - 1d. per Ib. 
Parasols, and umbrellas, with or without 
covers, made up wholly or in part, viz. :— 
440 From materials not containing silk - - ls. each, 
441 From materials containing silk - 2s. 6d. each. 
442 Parasol, sunshade, and umbrella sticks een 
wholly or partly with frames - 1s. each, 


20 °/, ad val. 


Free, 


* Exemption of machines does not apply to the motive power thereof (if any), 


(To be continued.) 


| 
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XVIL—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


INTERNATIONAL Customs Tarirr BUREAU. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
Office, a copy of the report of the International Customs Tariff 
Bureau for 1895-96, which gives an account of the result of the 
work of the Bureau for the year ending March 31, 1896. Durin 
this period there have been published, in five languages, 41 tari 
(20 of which are re-editions) and 107 supplements, 


RussIA. 
Tariff Classifications. 


Note.—Poud = 36 lbs. avoirdupois. Russian Pound = ‘902 Ibs, 
avoirdupois. Gold Rouble = 100 copecks = 3s, 2d,, 


A despatch, dated September 10 last, has been received from 
Sir N. O’Conor, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Petersburg, 
stating that the Department of Customs has notified the 
following classification of goods under the Russian Customs 
Tariff :— 

1. Fancy leather goods of all kinds (hand bags, purses, cigar 
cases, &c.) of chamois leather and kid, to be cleared under point 3 
of section 57 of tariff. Duty, 3 roubles, gold, per Russian pound. 

2. Hydrometers, to be cleared, according to the materials of 
which they are made, under points 1 or 2, respectively, of section 
167 of tariff. Duty, 4 roubles 32 copecks, or 1 rouble 40 copecks, 
gold, per poud. 

3. Buttons, in appearance resembling china, to be cleared under 
point 2 of section 212, as glass buttons. Duty, 25 copecks, gold, 
per Russian pound. 

4. Glass beads of various colours, stringed, to be cleared under 
point 2 of section 212 of tariff. Duty, 25 roubles, gold, per 
Russian pound, 

5. Linen of celluloid, to be cleared under point 2 of section 215 
of tariff Duty, 40 copecks, gold, per Russian pound. 

Duty is to be levied on all repairs made to Russian and foreign 
duty-paid ships, as also on their boilers, engines, and other 
appurtenances which have been substituted for old articles of a 
similar kind, 
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Tariff Decisions. 


A further despatch, dated 24th September last, states that the 
Russian Customs Department has notified the following classifica- 
tion of goods under the Russian Customs Tariff :— 

Liquorice, without admixture of any qualifying substances, to 
be cleared under section 112, duty 1 rouble 50 copecks, gold, per 

ud. 
anaes, to be cleared under section 170, duty 16 roubles, 
gold, per poud. 


Classification of Coloured Glass Beads. 


A despatch, dated 24th September, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Her Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Petersburg, 
stating that glass beads of various colours, and stringed, are duti- 
able under point 2 of section 214, duty 50 copecks, gold, per 
Russian pound, and not under point 2 of section 212, as stated in 
a previous notice. 


Classification of Sheep-dipping Powder. 


A despatch, dated September 24 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Her Majesty's Ambassador at St. Petersburg, 
stating that under an Order of August 31, 1898, sub. No. 17,805, 
Little's Patent powder dip for the treatment of sheep, and which 
consists of powdered sulphur with an admixture of arsenic, is to 
pay duty under point 2 of section 91 of the Customs tariff, duty 
5 copecks, gold, per poud, and Little’s non-poisonous fluid sheep 
dip under section 112, duty 1 rouble 50 copecks, gold, per poud, 
gross, but on condition that the delivery out of Customs-houses 
and the sale of the above preparations shall be effected on the 
general basis established for poisonous substances and against 
prescriptions signed by veterinary surgeons. 


Commercial Convention with Portugal. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Russian Consul- 
General in London, a communication which states that, in view 
of the commercial convention concluded between Russia and 
Portugal, which entered into force on the 16th April last, the 
Minister of Finance has made the following dispositions :— 

1. The obligatory producticn to the Custom-house of documents 
proving the origin of goods imported in order to apply the con- 
ventional duties established by the regulation of the 10th June 
1893, will only be maintained for the following goods, viz., arrack, 
rum, &¢. (Art. 27, Tariff) ; lead in rolls (Art. 146, sec. 2); and 
zinc (Art. 147, sec. 122). 

2. The duty fixed by the Tariff A. annexed to the treaty of 
commerce between Russia and Portugal for cork and articles in 
cork will be extended to those of German origin and of other 
countries by virtue of the conditions of the most-favoured- 
nation, 


3 
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GERMANY. 
Railway “ Distress Tariff” for Manures in Germany. 


A report by Mr. C. A. Niessen, British Vice-Consul at Cologne, 
has been received at the Foreign Office, with reference to a 
reduction of railway rates in Germany for transport of manure, 
introduced on account of the distress caused by the great 
depression in prices of agricultural products throughout the 
country. 

In view of the agricultural distress in Germany, the majority 
of the German railways (which, as is well known, are, for the 
greater part, State railways) have begun to introduce a so-cilled 
“ Distress Tariff” for the carriage of manures. ‘This reduced 
tariff came into force on the 15th of June of this year, and, for the 
present, is to hold good until May 1, 1897. _ 

In ordinary times, manures are divided into four groups, and 
carried according to four different tariffs, and according to the 
Distressed Tariff, for the time mentioned (June 15, 1896 to 
May 1, 1897), a special reduction of 20 per cent. is granted on 
the freights on the articles named, according to these tariffs. The 
reduced rate is charged when the goods are forwarded, under the 
condition that the Pill of lading contains the notice, “To be 
applied as manure in the home country.” If this notice is not 
given, the 20 per cent. reduction of rate is granted later on in 
the way of reimbursement under the condition that, within at 
least six months after the goods were forwarded, the proof that 
the consignment was used as manure in the home country is 

roduced. 

The following principal stations of the Cologne district for the 
manure traffic forwarded the following quantities in the business 
year from 1st April 1894 to 31st March 1895 :—Cologne-Ehrenfeld, 
20,000 tons; Rothe Erde, 38,000 tons ; Dortmund, 78,000 tons ; 
Hoerde, 34,000 tons; Oberhausen, 51,000 tons; and Ruhrort, 
48,000 tons. 


Sugar Bounties. 

A despatch, dated 18th September last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Sir Frank C. Lascelles, Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Berlin, enclosing extract from the “Cologne 
Gazette,” which states that the Association of the Raw Sugar 
Factories of the German Empire, at a general meeting recently 
held in Berlin, passed the following resolutions by 223 to 152 
votes :— 

“1. As the law respecting the taxation of sugar of the 27th 
of May 1896, by the mode of limitation of output adopted in it, 
not only does not check over-production, but actually forces the 
sugar factories to produce more than is required; as, on the 
other hand, the bounties given are neither actually as high as 
either the French or Austrian bounties, nor exceed the latter 
as an assistance in competition, it is desirable in the interests of 
agriculture and industry that the gradual akolition both of avowed 
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international agreement. 

“2, The general meeting of the association instructs its managing 

committee tu om ¥ upon the legislative bodies of the Empire that 

the provisions of the law on the taxation of sugar which impose 
( a surtax on sugar produced in any factory in excess of the average 
of the two highest outputs within the last three years, should be 
repealed, and that in their place provisions should be inserted 
in accordance with the earlier proposals of the industrial circles 
concerned, by which the highest output of the last eight years 
should be the limit beyond which the surtax applies, and the 
annual increase of the total-output, not liable to surtax, should be 
divided among the different factories in proportion to previous 
assessments.” 

It was also unanimously resolved that, in view of the depressed 
condition of the sugar industry, the managing committee should 
be instructed to prepare at once the plan for the formation of a 
German sugar syndicate. 

Finally, a resolution was passed in favour of the amalgamation 
of the above-named association with the Association of the Beet- 
Sugar Industry. 


| and covert bounties on exportation should be brought about by 


Traffic Regulations Sor the Kaiser Wilhelm Canal. 


A despatch, dated 11th September last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Sir Frank C. Lascelles, Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Berlin, reporting that the Government authorities 
at Schleswig have issued traffic regulations for the Kaiser 
Wilhelm Canal, which are to come into operation at once. 

Among the general provisions of these regulations attention is 
called to the follewing :— 

The Imperial Government is under no obligation to grant 
compensation fur damage suffered by vessels while in the Canal, 
even when such damage is caused by the fault of a Canal pilot or 
any other official of the Canal administration. 

The Canal may be navigated by vessels of all nations, by day 
or by night, upon payment of the legal dues, provided they do 
not exceed the following dimensions :—Draught, 6 metres 
(19 ft. 6 ins.); main beam, 20 metres (65 ft.) ; length, 135 metres 
(488 ft. 9 ins.) ; height of masts above the water-line, 40 metres 
(180 ft.). Vessels with a draught of more than 64 metres (21 ft.) 
must apply beforehand to the harbour authorities at the entrance 
of the Canal, in order that arrangements may be made in due 
time for their crossing other vessels in the Canal at suitable 


places. 

Foreign vessels of war can only enter the Canal by special 
permission to be obtained through diplomatic channel. 

The Canal pilots, besides their actual service as such, are 
entrusted with Customs and police control over the vessels or 
trains of barges of which they are in charge. 
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_ Beverum. 
Adulteration of'»Food-stuffs. 

A despatch, dated September 20 last, has been received from 
Sir F. R. Plunkett, Her Majesty’s Minister at Brussels, enclosing 
copy of a Royal Decree published in the “ Moniteur,” directed 
against the adulteration of syrups, preserves, jellies, &c., and pro- 
viding that, when such articles are mixed with any foreign matter 
their labels should bear the additional words “glucosed,” 
“ coloured,” “ acidulated,” &c., or “ fantaisie.” 


Loading and Unloading Dues. 


According to the “ Moniteur Belge ” of 10 September last, the 
following decree has been promulgated :— 

* In modification of Article 3 of the decree of 25th December, 
1877, the amount of the tax for the loading or unloading of ships 
on other than regulation days, or at other than regulation times is 
fixed ata uniform rate of 1 fr, per hour and per employé. In 
addition, the minimum tax is reduced to 10 fre. 


“The present decree was to come into force on the 15th Septem- 
ber 1896,” 


FRANCE.—ALGIERS. 
Warehouse Charges on the Quay at Algiers. 


A report has been received at the Foreign Office from Mr. 
F. E. Drummond-Hay, Her Majesty’s Acting Consul-General 
at Algiers, enclosing copy of the following schedule of charges in 
connection with the new warehouses on the quay at Algiers :— 


Amounts to be paid for fixed Cranes. 


fr. cent. 

Fixed cranes of 1,000 to 2,000 kil. - perhourl 00 
» 5,000 kil. - 2 50 

» 20,000 kil. - 5 00 


Amounts to be paid for Storage. 
A, Ground Floor of the Warehouse, 
From Ist to 3rd day, per sq. metre - perday 0 08 


» 9th to 12th - » O 15 
Beyond the 12th - » O 2 


B, First Floor 
fr. cent. 
Per day and per square metre - - 0 02 
The amount is payable by lease at a reduced rate for regular 
navigation companies, which have a right to a space alongside the 
quay at the rate of 0°03 per square metre per day. 
he above tariffs for the first floor are only provisionally fixed, 
and are subject to alteration at the end of 18 months. 
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PORTUGAL, 
Tariff, Changes. 


A despatch, dated September 4 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. C. Conway Thornton, Her Majesty’s 
Chargé d’Affaires at Lisbon, enclosing copy and translation 
of a Royal Decree in virtue of which the following changes are 
introduced in the Customs tariff of Portugal:— . 

With reference to jute haberdashery articles, in addition to the 
words: “ Linen haberdashery, of any sort. either pure or mixed,” 
in Art. 308 of the Customs tariff, the foliowing words are to 
be inserted, “ and similar articles.” 

With reference to celluloid in sheets, a new article is to be 
drawn up worded as follows :— 

. . . 

“ Any kind of paste (imitations of wood, stucco, leather, &.) ’ 
not mentioned in any other article of this tariff— 


“ Per kilog. 30 reis” (1°60d.). 


With reference to “Pelle de Leas” (lions’ hides or skins), a 
new article is also to be drawn up, as follows :— 

“ Hides or skins, with hair, raw or prepared, of any animals, 
not mentioned in Articles Nos. 1 to $ of this tariff ”— 

« Per kilcg. 300 reis,” and the words “ not otherwise mentioned ” 
are to be added to the 35th article of the Customs tariff. 

Finally, with reference to “toros de Madeira,” a new article 
is to be drawn up in the following words :— 

* Wood in the rough, not otherwise specified— 


“ Per kilog. 1 real” (0°053d.). 


Commercial Treaty with Norway. 

A despatch, dated 7th September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Lisbon, 
stating that the ratifications of the commercial treaty between 
Portugal and Norway, which was signed at Lisbon on the 31st 
December last, were exchanged on the 3rd September last. 


SPAIN. 
Budget Law, 1896-97. 
A despatch, dated September 4 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office fron Mr. H.C. Lowther, Her Majesty’s Chargé 
d’Affaires at Madrid, with reference to the text of four laws 


annexed to the Budget Law for 1896-97 and published in the 


“ Official Gazette ” of August 31st last, as follows :— 

1. A law authorising an extraordinary estimate for the expenditure 
of 236,344,883 pesetas (9,453,795/.) during six economic years 
from July 1, 1896, to be employed for military and naval purposes, 
for payment of the railway subventions, and reimbursements to 
the Rothschilds, and to the Tobacco Company, of the advances 


Oct. 1896.] TARIFF OHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 433 


made to the Government in 1870 and 1887 respectively, in order 
that existing contracts may be rescinded. 


The 236,344,883 pesetas are to be applied as follows :— 
Paying off the remainder of the Rothschild 


advance of 1870 - - - 15,991,198 
Paying off the Tobacco Company’s advance 

of 1887 - - - - 28,929,768 
Expenditure of Ministry of War - - 57,175,678 
Expenditure of Ministry of Marine - 72,000,000 


Railway subventions 62,248,239 


The sum required is to be obtained from the following 
sources :— 


Amount of loan from the house of Rothschild, 3,562,000/, 
calculated at between 29 and 30 pesetas to. the pound, the actual 
rate of exchange being a little over 30. Ps, 104,344,883. 

The amount of the Tobacco Company loan about two millions 
sterling. Ps. 60,000,000. 

The revenue obtained from the transitory imposition of the new 
Navigation Tax calculated at twelve million pesetas, about 
400,000/. annually, during six years. Ps. 72,000,000. 

The amount obtained from the Navigation Tax is destined for 
naval purposes during the whole of the 15 years in which the tax 
is to be imposed. ‘The fund is placed at the disposal of the 
Ministry of Marine, and the Government are authorised to raise 
money on this security should circumstances require. 

2. A law regulating the conditions of the Rothschild loan of 
3,562,000/. on the security of the Almaden quicksilver mines. 


3. The conditions for renewal of the Tobacco Company’s con- 
cession. 


4. A law for the imposition during 15 years of a provisional tax 
on the transport of merchandise and passengers, a précis trans- 
lation of which runs as follows :— 

“‘ Provisions of the law of 30th August 1896 for the impcsition 


during 15 years of a tax on the transport of passengers and 
merchandise taken on board or discharged in the Peninsula and 
adjacent islands.” 

Art, 2. Shall pay per ton :—- 


Coasting Trade, 


(a.) Iron ore - - - 10 centimos. 
Other articles of commerce between the 


orts of Spain, Balearic, and Canary 
slands, and Spanish possessions on the 


North coast of Africa - - - 12 centimos. 
(4.) Sugar and wine - - - 50 centimos. 
Other articles of Cuban, Puerto-Rican, 
and Philippines trade - 2 pesetas. 


93861. D 
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Trade with Europe and the Coasts of Africa in the Mediter- 
ranean and Atlantic as far as Cape Rogador. 


(c.) Iron ore exported by the Mediterranean 


and Guadalquiver - 10 centimos. 
The minerals* classified as base edna. 20 centimos 
Pig-iron - - 25 centimos, 


Mineral coal and coke, argentiferous ore, 
and other minerals not classified as 


base ; non-argentiferous lead in bars 


and wine - . - - 1 peseta. 
Other articles - - - 1 peseta 25 c. 
Trade with the rest of the World. 
(a.) Minerals classified as base - ~ - 20 centimos. 
Wine - - peseta, 
Other articles - - - 3 pesetas. 


Art. 3. Passengers embarking by sea pay :— 
(a.) Passengers eeening on a coasting 


voyage 50 centimos. 
(b.) Passengers embarking for or disembarking 

from Cuba and Puerto Rico 7 pesetas 50 c. 
(c.) Passengers embarking for or disembarking 

from Philippine Islands - 10 pesetas, 

_ (d.) Passengers embarking for or disembar Ming 

from Algiers and Morocco - - - 2 pesetas, 
(e.) Passengers embarking for or disembarking 

from Gibraltar and Portugal - - 2 pesetas. 
(f.) Passengers embarking for or disembarking 

from rest of Europe - - 5 pesetas, 
(g.) Passengers embarking for or disembarking 

from rest of the world - - 10 pesetas. 


Art. 4, Imposes a small tax for the registration of luggage and 
goods conveyed by railway. 

Art. 5. Goods forwarded by railway pay per ton the same as 
in paragraph e. of Article 2 


Art. 6. Are exempted from the tax. 


1. Common salt. 

2. Pig-iron in coasting trade. 

3. Empty barrels and | pipes and used sacks. 

4, All goods carried in Spanish sailing vessels of less than 
100 tons. 

5. Mineral coals and coke of every description and origin 
employed for riderurgic and metallurgical purposes, and iron ore 
proceeding from any Spanish port for employment in national 
riderurgic manufactures, subject to the dispositions of the Royal 
Order of 30th June 1895. 


* Classification to be made by the Ministry of Finance. 


| 
| 
| 
q 
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6. Operations of —s and discharging for transhipment and 
the other cases mentioned in Chapter 5 of the Customs Regula- 
tions without infringement of the present law. 

Art. 7; On the Navigation Tax no dues or charges for harbour 
works or for any other purpose shall be exacted. 

By Article 8 the sum of two million pesetas is assigned to the 
Minister of the Colonies to be applied for purpozes of the tax. 

Art. 9. Eighty millions of pesetas (about three million sterling) 
produced by the tax during the whole period of imposition 
must be set aside for building ships, constructing cannon, arma- 
ments, machinery, &c. in the State arsenal and national dockyards 
and factories, 

The rest of the amount which the tax brings in must be applied 
in the same way, except so far as the Government may see fit to 
expend it in the purchase abroad of ships of war. 

Arts. 10, 11, 12, and 13 provide an executive body for the 
administration and application of the tax, 

Art. 14, The Government will come to an agreement with the 
associations directly interested in naval construction and maritime 
trade as to the best means of granting them assistance. 

Art. 15 provides for the reduction of these taxes at ports where 
the dues are already onerous. 

In the case of contracts for transport concluded before June 
20th, passengers and goods are exempted from the payment of 
this tax. 

A further despatch, dated 27th September last, has been 
received from Mr. Lowther, stating that a Royal Order was 
published in the “ Official Gazette” of September 26, enabling 
the Customs authorities to put in force the navigation tax law 
from October 1 last. 


Payment of Consular Fees by Masters of Vessels, 


A despatch, dated 9th September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Madrid, 
enclosing copy of circular order, dated August 14th last, issued to 
the Spanish Customs authorities on the subject of the payment 
of consular fees by masters of vessels. The translation of the 
circular is as follows :— 

“In order to avoid inconvenience at this Directive Centre in 
revising the manifests issued by your administration to the vessels 
which arrive at your port from abroad and continue their voyage 
touching at any port in the Peninsula, and in order that at the 
same time the circulars of 21st January and 28th May of this year 
referring to the proofs of payment of the proper consular fees 
may be duly complied with, this Direction-General has decided 
to direct you, in future, under the responsibility of the second 
officer of your Custom-house, to make it evident in the manifest 
by means of a statement signed by the said second officer, if, in 
the original document, the above-mentioned fees appear to have 
been paid at the Consulates of the ports of departure, or if they 
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have been exacted and paid into the Treasury of your adminis- 
tration or into the branch of the Bank of Spain, and in the 
latter case to give the particulars as well as date of the 
payment; and it is to be understood that the stamps affixed 
by the Consuls to the documents they issue in compliance with 
Article 3 of the Spanish Consular Regulations approved by Royal 
Decree of 2nd June 1889, and in which are declared the name 
of the Consulate, number of the document, articles of the tariff, 
the fee paid, and date of issue shall be considered as proof of 
payment of the fees in question, and, accordingly, when that stamp 
is shown with the documents which the ship captains present, the 
receipt for having paid the varicus fees in the Consulate shall not 
be required, ° 


Modification of Duties on Railway Material. 


Mr. H. C. Lowther, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at 
Madrid, in a despatch, dated 28th September, encloses copy of 
translation of the new scale of duties on the importation of 
railway materials as follows :— 


Nos. in 
General ‘ Duty per 
Customs Articles. 100 
Tariff. 
Pesetas. 
33 Rails, iron and steel - - 4°50 
Fish-plates - - 8-00 
Sleepers of iron and steel, points, plates, bolts, and other 
essential pieces for laying down same - - 8-00 
Iron and steel tires for wheels of locomotives and rail- 
35 Cs way carriages, straight axles, and springs - - 9°00 
Iron and steel railway wheels weighing more than 100 
kilogs., fitted on axles or separate - 12°00 
Steel springs of all kinds for locomotives, tenders, 
carriages, and waggons - 9°00 
47 Bolts, nuts, spikes, and screws for permanent way - 14°00 
(| Switches, complete, of iron and steel, and finished parts 
—— Buffers of iron and steel for locomotives, tenders, car- 
riages, and waggons - - - - 11°00 
Couplings, of iron, for locomotives, tenders, carriages, 
_| and waggons - - - - - 11°00 
Pieces of iron and steel for bridges and framework for 
56 | station and workshop buildings - - - 11°50 
Frames of iron and steel for tenders, carriages, and 
waggons - - - ~ - - 11°50 
270 Turntables - - - 13°00 
265 Locomotives, tenders, and detached parts of same not 
275 Carriages, 1st class, and 1st and 2nd class (mixed) - 26°00 
Do., 2nd class, and 2nd and 8rd class (mixed) - 22°00 
Do., 3rd class, and 3rd class and van (mixed) ~ - | 20°00 
276 Waggons and trucks of all kinds - -| 18°00 
75 Copper tubes for railways -. -| 46°20 
| 


i 
| 
| 
q 
: 


Oct. 1896.] TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS, 437 


AustrRIA HUNGARY. 


The Servian Swine Trade, 

A despatch, dated September 10th Jast, has been received at the 
Foreign Office, from Mr. M. de C, Findlay, Her Majesty’s 
Chargé d’Affaires at Belgrade, stating that the Ministry of 
Agriculture in Hungary has issued two decrees relating to the 
importation of Servian swine of which the following is a summary 
of the principal provisions. 

Swine imported from Servia must have a minimum weight of 
120 kilogs. 

The market at Steinbruch is to be re-opened on October 15, 
from which day forward Hungarian swine may be brought to the 
depéts there. The provisions of this decree are mostly of a 


veterinary nature and are designed to prevent the spread of 
infection. 


RouMANIA. 


Instructions with regard to Importers’ Invoices. 


A despatch, dated 1st September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office, from Sir G. H. Wyndham, Her Majesty’s 
Minister at Bucharest, enclosing a translation of an extract from 
the official “Monitor” of the 25th August last containing 
instructions issued to the Roumanian Customs with regard to the 
presentation of original invoices by importers, together with the 
list of those articles of the general tariff in the case of which such. 
original invoices are to be produced. 

The instructions are as follows : — 

By the Circular No. 54,978 of July 26, 1896, referring to 
Circular No. 15,670 of February 27, 1896, instructions have been 
issued to all Customs officers that from the 1st of October next 
(1896) importers shall be required to produce original invoices, 
accompanied in each case by an unstamped copy, only for those 
goods which are included in the articles of the Customs tariff, 
specified in the accompanying list. 

The importers’ attention has also been called to the fact that 
the copies of the original invoices which accompany and are 
annexed to the declarations of importation shall indicate the kind 
of goods in each package and their net weight ; the cost of 
purchase shall, however, only be shown in the case of goods 
included in Articles 142, 510, 531, and 569, in conformity with 
the instructions comprised in Circular No. 44,568 of 1891 and 
No. 28,384 of 1892; also that the official (“ bureaux d’expédition ”) 
forwarding offices belonging to the general administration of the 
Roumanian railways or the general administration of the post, in 
cases where the invoices are wanting, may prepare Customs 
declarations, after previous examination of the goods, 
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List of goods for which original invoices are to be presented 
at the Customs :— 


Art. 66-67 
142 
140-180 
240-244 
245-247 
254-262 


270 
276-283 
293-310 

304 


305-308 


309-312 


316 
317-319 


323-325 


329-331 


336-340 
341-343 
344-358 


421-431 


432 
433-434 
436-441 


498 
510 
531 
557 
559 -561 
562-562a 
569 
576a 


Raw and refined sugar. 

Prepared medicines and articles for hospitals. 

Perfumery, chemical materials and products. 

Gloves and boots of Jeather and stuff. 

Furs. 

Woven tissues, shawls, hosiery, lace trimmings, 
woollen lace, and carpets. 

Articles of felt, fine or semi-fine. 

Cotton tissues, hosiery, trimmings, and lace. 

Thread cloth, hosiery, trimmings, and lace. 

Silk threads. 

Stuffs, woven tissues, trimmings, and lace of pure 
silk, 

Tissues, hosiery, trimmings, and lace of other 
materials than silk, combined with gold or silver 
threads, or with threads of common metals, gilt or 
silvered. 

Ornaments of gold or silver threads. 

Tissues, hosiery and trimmings of wool and silk up 
to 20 per cent. 

Tissues, hosiery and trimmings of cotton, combined 
with silk, up to 20 per cent. 

Tissues, hosiery and trimmings of flax and hemp, 
combined with silk, up to 20 per cent. 

Made-up stuffs. 

Silk hats, straw hats, and military head gear. 

Paper, cardboard, and articles of paper and card- 
board. 

Gold, silver, and platinum, jewellery and gold and 
silversmith’s work. 

Aluminium and articles of aluminium. 

Imitation jewellery, fine and common. 

Watches, clocks, and watchmaker’s implements and 
requisites. 

Surgical instruments. 

Ores of all metals. 

Articles of natural history. 

Articles of millinery. 

Fine haberdashery. 

Common haberdashery. 

Scientific instruments. 

Accordions, harmonicons, and “ aristons.” 


UnitTED 
Tariff Decisions. 


The following decisions relating to the classification of articles 
in the Customs tariff and the application of the Customs laws 


| 
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of the United States have recently been given by the Customs 
authority in that country :-— 


Glazed coloured cotton cloth is assessed for duty at the rates per 
square yard provided in paragraph 255, Act of August 28, 1894. 


Field-glasses with aluminium frames are dutiable at 40 per 
cent., ae paragraph 98 of same Act. 

Knives, about 6 ins. long, with decorated green china handles 
and silver blades gilded with gold, are to pay duty as fruit knives 
at 35 per cent. 

Music-stands are dutiable at 35 per cent. under paragraph 177 
of Act of 1894, and not as musical instruments. 

Cotton lace and tamboured articles are liable to duty under the 
provisions of paragraphs 276 and 301, Act of August 28, 1894, 
at 50 per cent. ad valorem. 

Parchment paper is dutiable at 30 per cent, under paragraph 
308 of the same Act. 

The free entry of black silk hatters’ plush under paragraph 593 
was recently confirmed by the United States Customs authorities. 

Colours in tubes, of whatever kind, are dutiable at 25 per cent. 
ad valorem under paragraph 48. 

“ Maharajah,” silk and cotton cloth s.c.v., silk being the com- 
ponent material of chief value, but cotton predominating in 
quantity, is dutiable at 45 per cent. under paragraph 260. 

“ Persian flannel,” worsted, cotton, and silk dress goods, w.c.v., 
are assessed for duty under paragraph 283 at 50 per cent. ad 
valorem. 

Cast polished plate-glass, silvered, or cylinder glass, bevelled, 
is subject to duty at 10 cents per square foot, with the additional 
duty of 10 per cent. provided in paragraphs 95 and 97, 

Retort settings, composed of clay and silica, are assessed for 
duty either under paragraph 76 at 25 per cent. ad valorem as 
unglazed brick, or under paragraph 86 at 30 per cent. 

Wood flour, being wood ground into a dry powder, is dutiable 
as a manufacture of wood at 25 per cent. under paragraph 181. 

Hat braids composed of Cuba bast, silk, and gum, the 
component material of chief value being silk, is assessed for duty 
at 45 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 300. 

Oriental rugs manufactured in Japan, and composed of jute, 
hemp or ramie, and wool, are dutiable at 40 per cent. ad valorem 
under paragraph 287. 

Glass beads strung on wire are liable to duty at 10 per cent. 
ad valorem under the provisions of paragraph 99 for glass beads, 
strung. 

Kipekins are dutiable at 20 per cent. ad valorem under 
paragraph 341 either as calf skins or “ other skins.” 

So-called “ dead,” “tar,” or “creosote” oil is dutiable at 25 per 
cent. ad valorem under the provision in paragraph 60, Act of 
August 28, 1894, for “ distilled oil,” and not as carbolic acid. 

Keru silk and black silk which has been advanced from the 
raw state by doubling two or more gredge threads or fibres into a 
single thread, and thus brought into the condition known as tram, 


| 
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is liable to duty as spun silk at 30 per cent. ad valorem under 
paragraph 298. 

CEnanthic ether, otherwise known as pelargonate™of ethyl or . 
pelargonic ether, is assessed for duty under paragraph 17, Act of 
August 28, 1894, as fruit ether, at 2 dols. per pound. 


Costa Rica. 
Tariff Changes and Abolition of Monopolies. 


A report, dated 2nd September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Perey G. Harrison, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at San José, stating that the Constitutional Congress of 
Costa Rica, by decrees dated respectively the 12th and 25th of 
August, has abolished the Government monopolies of tobacco 
and rum. 

The first decree enacts that fiom the date of its publication 
anyone is free to cultivate the tobacco plant in any part of the 
Republic, and that six months after its publication the importa- 
tion of the article will be lawful, subject to a Customs duty of 
1 dol 10 cents per kilog. on “plug” tobacco, and 75 cents per 
kilog. on leaf tobacco. This term, however, of six months 
may be extended to nine months should the executive consider it 
advisable. 

The second decree provides that for a term of at least 10 
years from its publication, the monopoly of the manufacture of 
rum (aguardiente) is abolished, and that the distillation of that 
and similar spirits is lawful throughout the Republic, subject to 
certain regulations, of which the following are the most important, 

No still may be erected of less capacity than 100 litres per hour 
with the corresponding apparatus for rectifying the spirit. 

The license to distil will be 3,080 dols. per annum, payable 
quarterly or half-yearly as the executive may decide. 

The duty on the liquor distilled must not exceed 1 dol, nor 
be less than 75 cents per litre of rum (aguardiente) of 21 degrees 
or less. Liquor of greater strength and alcohol will pay duty on 
the above-mentioned base, in proportion to the strength at which 
it is distiiled. 

The distiller will have to deposit in the Treasury, in advance, 
the amount of duty equal to 15 days’ distillation, the capacity of 
the still being the basis by which the amount ot liquor to be paid 
on will be determined. 

A drawback equivalent to the duty paid will be allowed on all 
rum exported. 

Machinery for distilling and rectifying the spirit, will be subject 
to an import duty of 2 cents per kilog. 

‘he decree further removes the prohibition on the importa- 
tion of alcohol and rum, and fixes the import duty on these 
articles at 2 dols., 40 cents per kilog. of 40 degrees strength. 
Liquors of greater or less strength will pay in proportion. 

The executive is empowered to guarantee to the distilleries by 
contract, the right to distil for 10 years, also to diminish in pro- 
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portion as the production of the private stills increase, the output 
of the national distillery closing it altogether as soon as the 
supply of the private concerns is sufficient for the needs of the 
country. 

The executive within six months from the date of the decree, 
must publish the “ byelaws ” regulating its enforcement, and the 
decree will come into force 30 days after the publication of 
those byelaws. 


Prolongation of Commercial Treaty. 


A despatch, 28th July last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from Mr. Kennedy, Her Majesty’s Minister at Santiago, 
stating that the Chilian Government have decided to consider 
the 3lst May 1896 as the date of the notification of the 
denunciation by the Chilian Government of the treaty of 1854, 
between Great Britain and Chile. 

The above treaty will consequently remain in force until 
3lst May 1897. 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs states that the object of the 
above prolongation is, that all treaties with European powers 
should terminate at the same date, and also give time for the 
conclusion of new treaties. 


Cu1na—J APAN. 
Commercial Treaty. 


A despatch, dated July 29 last, has been received at the Foreign - 

Office from Sir Ernest Satow, Her Majesty’s Minister at Tékié, 

‘yeporting that the China—Japan Commercial Treaty was signed 
at Peking on the 21st of that month. 

The “ Jiji-Shimpo ” of the 24th instant states that the following 
are its most important provisions :— 

1, The most-favoured nation clause in favour of Japan, but not 
reciprocal in favour of China. 

2, The maintenance of Japanese extra-territorial jurisdiction in 
China, while Chinese subjects in Japan are to be under Japanese 
jurisdiction. 

3. Japanese residents in China are allowed to lease or buy 
lands and houses is all the open cities and ports of China within 
certain fixed areas, but there is no corresponding stipulation in 
favour of Chinese residents in Japan. 

4, Japanese may freely engage in manufactures at all the open 
cities and ports of China; but the question whether China shall 
be allowed to levy a tax equivalent to the import duty on the 
same class of goods introduced from abroad is left to be determined 
in accordance with the treaty of Shimonoseki. 

5. The same Customs duties and transit taxes will be paid by 
Japanese as are paid by the subjects or citizens of the most- 
favoured nation. 


| 

| 

| 


442 ‘TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS, ([Cect. 1896. 


As Japan obtains most-favoured nation treatment in regard to 
import duties into China and the import duty into Japan on raw 
cotton has been abolished, the Japanese spinning-mills will be 

laced on as favourable a footing as if cotton exported from 
China had been placed on the list of duty-free goods, as originally 
proposed by Japan. 
he ratificatons were to be exchanged at Peking within three 
months from the date of signature, and the duration of the treaty 
is to be 10 years from the date of exchange of ratifications, 


CANADA. 
Customs Tariff Amendment Act. 

The Board of Trade have received from the Colonial Office, 
copy of an Act to further amend the Customs Tariff of Canada, 
1894, as follows :— 

“Item 643 in Schedule B (free goods) to the Customs Tariff, 
1894, chapter 33 of the Statutes of 1894, is hereby repealed and 
the following substituted therefor :— 

“ 643. Mining and smelting machinery imported prior to the 
1st day of July 1897, which is, at the time of its importation, of 
a class or kind not manufactured in Canada.” 


BAHAMAS, 
Tariff Modifications. 


A despatch has been received at the Board of Trade from 
the Government of the Bahamas, enclosing copy of an Act 
amending the Tariff Act of 1895, by which (1) a specific duty of 
5s. is imposed on every bicycle or tricycle imported into the 
colony, instead of the duties hitherto levied on such articles, and 
(2) “ wheeled invalid chairs ” are exempted from import duty. 


Srerra Leone: Customs Tarirr. 


The Board of Trade has received from the Acting Colonial 
Secretary at Free Town a copy of the Customs tariff now in force 
in the colony of Sierra Leone, as follows :— 


Table of Duties on Articles imported into the Colony of Sierra 
Leone, 1896. 


No. Articles. Rate. 

& s. d. 
1 | Ale, beer, and porter ~ - - | Pergallon 0 0 6 
2 | Do., in bottles, — - - - -| Perdozen O 1 O 
3 Do., do., Pints - - - * 0 0 6 
4 | Bread (biscuits, i in barrels) - - «| Per50lbs. 0 0 3 
4a | Cartridges, rifle ball - - | Per 100 05 0 
5 | Cigars, cignestion, and all manufactured tobacco - | Per lb, 02 0 
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No. Articles. ; Rate of Duty. 
& 
6 Flour, in barrels - - - | Per 50 lbs. 8 

Do., in other packages - - - 10 °/, ad val. 
a Per barrel 060 

7 | Guns, trade flintlock - - - | Each 0 2 6 
8 | Do., percussion - - - - ” 04 0 
9 Do., rifle, muzzle-loader - - - 99 0 5 0 
10 | Do., breech-loading, single or double-barrelled ~ m 010 0 
11 Do., do., rifle - 100 
12 Hardware of all kinds - - - - | Per ewt. 0 3 0 
13 | Lumber - - - - | Per1,000ft. 0 8 0 
14 Petroleum (kerosene oil) - | Pergallon 0 6 
15 Salt - - - - - | Per ton 0 8 O 
16 | Spirits : 

Brandy - |"Per gallon O 3 0 
Cordials - - - - ” 03 0 
Rum - - ” 03 0 
Whisky and other spirits 03 0 
17 Sugar, unrefined - - - - | Per ewt. 0 2 6 
18 Do., refined - - - 076 
19 | Tobacco, unmanufactured - - - | Per |b. 00 4 
20 Wine, except claret - - - - | Pergallon O 1 6 
21 Do., claret - - ” o. 4,6 


Ten per cent, ad valorem duty on cther goods not liable to 


specific duty from 1st August 1896, 


Nara. 
Tariff Modifications. 

A communication, dated 7th August last, has been received at 
the Board of Trade from the Colonial Secretary’s Office, Natal, 
enclosing copy of an Act passed 8th June last, by which the 
following modifications are established in the Customs tariff of 


Natal :— 


Registration charges on free goods are repealed. 

** Mohair and undressed ostrich feathers” are added to free list. 

The free list is further amended by the substitution of the 
words “ Machinery and the component parts thereof, viz., for 
agriculture, mining, sawing, or manufacturing purposes,” for 
“machinery or component parts of machinery to be driven by 
steam, water, or animal power.” 

The additional value to be added to} invoice value of goods 


liable to ad valorem duties is reduced from 10 per cent. to 5 per 
cent, 


QUEENSLAND. 
Regulations under the Navigation Act. 


A copy of the _—. regulations under the Queensland 
Navigation Act of 1876, which has been passed by the Marine 
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Board, has been received at the Board of Trade from the Colonial 
Office :— 

1. There shall be reserved on the deck of every steam 
vessel carrying passengers coastwise in Queensland an area 
of not less than 10 superficial feet, clear of all obstructions, for 
the exercise of every passenger the steamer is certified to carry. 

2. Every horse carried on the deck of any steam vessel 
carrying passengers and proceeding to sea from any port in 
Queensland shall be placed in a separate stall 7 ft. in length 
and 2 ft. 6 ins. in breadth, and constructed of hardweod, as 
follows :— 

Uprights between each stall, 4 ins, by 4 ins. Main fore and 
aft breast-pieces 8 ins. by 3 ins., fastened by th-in. upright 
iron tie-rods to ring-bolts through deck-socket plates and 
deck, with washers and nuts underneath. Crossbars 3 ins. 
by 2ins., centre-pieces 4 ins. by 3 ins., secured to ship’s 
rail or bulwarks by brackets or bolts through ends. Space 
between fore-leg battens 10 ins. Deck-sockets to be 8 ins. 
by 2 ins. secured to deck. Width from centre deck-socket 
plates to fore-leg battens 2 ft. 3 ins. 

If iron or steel fittings are used they are to be of such 

dimensions as the shipping inspector may consider sufficient. 

3. Each head of cattle carried on the deck of any steam vessel 
carrying passengers and proceeding to sea from any port in 
Queensland shall be placed in pens 8 ft. in length and 2 ft. 8 ins. 
in breadth, and constructed of hardwtod scantling of the same 
dimensions and fitted in a similar manner to the horse-stalls 
referred to in Regulation 2. 

4, Sheep or pigs carried in any passenger steam vessel 
proceeding to sea from any port in Queensland shall be placed 
on one side of the deck only, in pens or hurdles containing in 
each not more than 15 sheep or 20 pigs. 

5. The structures herein-before referred to shall be placed and 
constructed to the satisfaction of the shipping inspector or other 
officer appointed by the Board. 

6. No heavy logs, spars, timber, acids, kerosene, or oils in 
cases, coals, rod, bar, or pipe iron or metal, boiler plates, boilers, 
heavy machinery, or any cargo which cannot be lowered down 
the hatches, shall be carried on the deck of any passenger steam 
vessel proceeding to sea from any port in Queensland, unless 
specially permitted by the shipping inspector or other officer 
appointed by the Board. 

7. And the master or owner of every passenger steam vessel, 
the deck of which shall be obstructed, or on board of which any 
of the animals or articles herein menticned shall be carried 
contrary to the provisions of these regulations, shall forfeit and 
pay any sum not exceeding 501. 
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XVII—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


New Coat Port on tHe Buack 


A despatch, dated September 24 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir N. O’Conor, Her Majesty’s Ambassador 
at St. Petersburg, enclosing translation of an article from the 
“Messager Officiel,” on the subject of a new port in the Black 
Sea, which sprung into existence not long ago in Djarilgatschky 
Bay under the name of “ Novy Gorodok ” (New Town), and is 
attracting the attention of the coal mine proprietors of the Don 
basin, who are considering the construction of a coal port on the 
Black Sea. As the Sea of Azov freezes, and the existing coal 
ports, Sevastopol and Theodosia, are comparatively far from the 
coal mining districts, the proposition has been made—according 
to the “ Crimean Messenger ”—for the construction of such a port 
on the northern shore of the Black Sea, whither it is contemplated 
to continue the railway from the station of Youzova or ot 
Roodnitchny, vid Melitopol. “ Novy Gorodok” is evidently the 
nearest point for the construction of a coal port, and at present 
those interested in the question are collecting evidence relative to 
the depth of Djarilgatschky Bay, and to the extent it is frozen in 
winter. 


Tae TRADE OF ODESSA. 


In a report to the Foreign Office, Mr. H. G. Mackie, Her 
Majesty’s Acting Consul-General at Odessa, states that the trade 
of Odessa is being most prejudicially affected by the present 
inadequate harbour accommodation. This is only too clearly 
exemplified by the fact that vessels have to wait 8 and even 14 days 
during the busy season there before being admitted into a berth, 
the number of ships in port often amounting to 35 to 40, while, 
as a rule, not more than 17 loading berths are available for foreign 
shipping. The heavy pecuniary losses entailed under these 
circumstances on British shipping are too self-evident to require 
any comment. On the other hand, so keen has become the 
competition in the grain trade of the Black Sea that the most 
rigid economy in time is the one ruling consideration, 

The numerous appeals made to the Government by the Odessa 
merchants for the necessary funds for the enlargement of the 
harbour, have at last been responded to, a credit of 55,5001. having 
recently been assigned asa preliminary grant towards attaining 
this end, exclusive of a sum of about 5,100. allowed for dredging, 
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It is disappointing to note that the extension just sanctioned 
consists in the construction of a new haven for the exclusive use 
of the Russian coasting fleet, and that it will not reduce to any 
great extent the excessive overcrowding of shipping in the present 
harbour. 

The new haven will be dredged to a uniform depth of 21 feet, 
and all the harbour works (notably the construction of a quay 
175 fathoms long, and the clearing of an area of ground of 9,000 
square fathoms for harbour requirements) will be completed in 
two years. However, the projected improvement and enlargement 
of the entire port is said to have been decided upon in principle. 
Hopes are therefore entertained at Odessa that, in the interests of 
the grain trade, the defects of the harbour accommodation accorded 
to foreign shipping, which have given ground for so much legiti- 
mate complaint, will also be remedied shortly. 

Five large warehouses for the storage of goods in the vicinity 
of Odessa will soon be completed. They will, it is said, be the 
largest warehouses of any port in Russia, and cost 104,000/. 

The purchase in England of a powerful ice-breaker by the 
Odessa harbour authorities is not unworthy of note, its want having 
long been keenly felt by British vessels as a most effectual means 
of prolonging the navigation season. The Russian Navigation 
and Trade Company’s ‘steamers, with the aid of the company’s 
ice-breaker, were often successful in securing free exit from and 
entrance into port, while British vessels were frozen in for several 
weeks at a stretch —(Foreign Office Annual Series, No, 1788.) 


ProsecteD Pustic Works IN Russia. 


According to a report of Her Majesty’s Acting Consul-General 
at Odessa, the following projects are engaging the attention of 
the Russian Government :— 

(a.) The construction of a canal between Kherson and Stanislav, 
along the bed of the River Dnieper, to be completed within 4 years, 
at a cost of about 230,000/. This has, according to newspaper 
reports, just received the Imperial sanction. The canal, which 
will open up the important trading centres of Kieff, Krementchug 
and Ekaterinoslav, will be 24% miles long, and will be dredged to 
174 feet to admit the passage of large vessels. About 25,0001. is 
to be expended during the current year in the purchase of 
dredgers, &c. 

(b.) The establishment of a port in the Djarilgatsky Bay, 
situated to the north of the Perekop Gulf. Several British 
steamers loaded grain cargoes in the above bxy both in 1895 and 
the present year. 

(c.) The connection of the Baltic and Black Seas by a water- 
way to extend from Riga along the Rivers Dwina, Berezina, and 
Dnieper to Kherson, 
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The latter project has for some time been occupying the 
attention of the Russian press, Were this scheme ever to be 
realised all other extensive works ever undertaken in Russia, 
including the Siberian railway, would be thrown completely into 
the shade. -Such a waterway would probably do more towards 
developing the coasting trade of the Empire than any other enter- 
prise undertaken in Russia, while in the event of war Russia 
would be able to transfer her entire fleet from the Baltic to the 
Black Sea, or vice versd. It would appear, however, that persons 
more or less conversant with the actual conditions under which 
this scheme would have to be carried out are of opinion that the 
difficulties to be contended with have been much under estimated. 
The greatest, perhaps, of these difficulties lies in the fact that at 
certain seasons of the year the rivers above referred to contain 
but little water, while at others they swell to a surprising degree. 
A well-known Russian writer, in an article written by him in 
1892, gives a description of the Porogi rapids on the Dneiper. 
He states that these rapids present almost insurmountable 
obstacles in the way of navigation, and that the amount of labour 
entailed in the construction of a canal navigable both ways would 
be enormous at this one point alone, while to cope with the 
immense volume of water that sweeps over these rapids during 
high water in spring would probably be found to be altogether 
impracticable. The only alternative, therefore, would seem to be 
the construction of a canal with a system of locks to run parallel 
with the river past the rapids. From a money point of view such 
an undertaking is likewise impracticable, since to construct a 
waterway with a uniform depth of even 8 or 9 feet (Russian news- 
papers speak of 25 or 30) would require a fabulous amount of 
capital. To embark on an undertaking so difficult to accomplish 
seems all the more surprising when it is considered that the 
Volga and Don are waiting to be connected at Tsaritzin, where 
the distance is comparatively small, the railway between these two 
points measuring about 50 miles. This canal would link together 
the Black Sea and Caspian, and would be invaluable to trade.— 
(Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 1788.) 


THe Minerat TRADE AND INDUSTRY OF SOUTHERN Russia. 

In a report to the Foreign Office of Her. Majesty’s Acting 
Consul-General at Odessa, it is stated that the British coal trade 
at that port has not been able to recover from the blow it 
sustained some years ago, when, with a view to the development 
of coal mining in South Russia, a heavy duty of 6s. (which 
was afterwards raised to 8s. per ton, the present rate) was 
imposed on all ccal imported at ports situated on the Black Sea. 
When duty free, the influx of British coal had attained the high 
figure of 261,600 tons, since which time, fluctuating from year to 
year, it gradually fell to 92,963 tons in 1895, and that, too, not- 
withstanding the ever-increasing demand for coal fael consequent 
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on the great development which has taken place of late years in 
manufacturing industries of Russia, as well as the increase 
of coal consumption on railways and steamers, &c. Nor does 
there appear to be any likelihood of English coal regaining its 
ascendancy over its Russian rival, to judge by the steadily- 
increasing quantities of the latter annually brought to Odessa, 
both by sea and overland, amounting in the aggregate to 196,760 
tons, and thus showing an excess of no less than 102,300 tons over 
the British commodity. 

Important deposits of iron ores of various varieties are found 
in two provinces of the district, namely, (1) at Krivol Rog, 
favourably situated near a railway in the province of Kherson, 
within easy distance of Nicolaieff, and extending along the borders 
of the neighbouring province of Ekaterinoslav ; (2) in Volhynia, 
the deposits extending over the greater part of the province in a 
north-westerly direction. 

The former, with its rich veins of red, specular, and other ores, 
mineral colours, manganese ore, &c., seems to offer an attractive 
field for foreign capitalists, two French companies having estab- 
lished themselves in the district in question, while a Belgian 
company is about to invest some considerable amount of capital in 
the same enterprise. 

The beds of Krivoi Rog are said to be the richest in Russia, 
their output of iron ore being estimated at 850,000 tons, out of 
which supplies are drawn by most of the large works of the South 
Russian iron producing district, of which it constitutes a part, and 
which, although only recently ranking next in importance to the 
Ural iron district, now stands first in point of productiveness. 
The quantity of pig-iron produced in South Russia amounted in 
1895 to 541,970 tons as compared with 471,310 tons produced 
in the Ural district. 

The output of the province of Volhynia amounted in 1895 to 
3,435 tons of pig-iron. 

The old prejudice against Russian laws and customs continues 
to prevent many seemingly good Russian works from being 
undertaken by British firms. This prejudice appears to have 
been overcome by Belgians and Germans, into whose hands these 
works have now gone. The influx of late of Belgian capital into 
Russia has been enormous, attaining, it is said, some 20,000,000/. 
sterling, the undertakings being mostly in the metallurgical 
industries. Out of about 50 various industrial undertakings 
started in South Russia during the last year and a half, two only 
were taken in hand by British firms,—-(Foreign Office Annual 
Series, No. 1788.) 


GERMAN v. EneGiuisH MATERIALS IN THE GERMAN 
SHrpBuILpING INDUSTRY. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from Sir 
Frank Lascelles, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Berlin, enclosing 
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report of Her Majesty’s Consul at Hamburg, with reference to a 
meeting recently held at Altona for the encouragement of the 
use of German material in German shipbuilding yards, ; 

In an article published in the “ K@lnische Zeitung,” it is 
stated that a movement prompted by considerations of commercial 
interest and patriotism was inaugurated in Germany last year 
by a meeting of shipbuiiders and ironmasters in Hanover, the 
object of which was to devise measures for promoting the use of 
German instead of English materials in the construction of ships 
in Germany. A step towards the realisation of this object has 
now been taken by the Prussian State Railway authorities at 
Altona, by whom on J uly 10th, a meeting was convened in that 
city when it was announced that the State Railways were pre- 
pared to co-operate by the introduction of a reduced scale of 
freight rates for the conveyance of materials intended for use 
in shipbuilding, They insist, however, on the appointment of a 
central bureau, through whose hands all orders for shipbuilding 
materials and consignments of the same must pass and one of 
whose functions would be to see that the application of the 
reduced railway rates was limited to consignments for which 
they are intended. The ironmasters announced their intention 
to increase their means of output so as to be able to execute 
orders of any magnitude, and their readiness to work without 
profit—or even at a slight loss—to begin with. The shipbuilders 
would co-operate by paying a higher rate for German than for 


English iron, 


Coat PRODUCTION IN SILESIA. 


A despatch, dated September 5 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Frank C. Lascelles, Her Majesty's 
Ambassador at Berlin, reporting that an article in the North 
German Gazette of the 2nd instant gives the following extracts 
from the annual report of the Oppeln Chamber of Commerce, in 
regard to the coal production of Upper Silesia during the 
year 1895. 

As compared with the preceding year, the output of coal 
has increased by 5 per cent., equal to 867,988 tons, and the 
falling-off which began in 1892 has now been made good. The 
total of 18,063,906 tons exceeds by nearly 2 per cent. the out- 
put of 1891, which had hitherto been the highest. As compared 
with 1887, the increase amounts to 38 per cent. 

The total sales have increased almost to a corresponding degree, 
viz.: by 771,504 tons or 44 per cent. It is important to note 
that nearly the whole of this increase (944 per cent.) is sent 
abroad. ‘The sales within the district of Oppeln have increased 
by 5 per cent., while the sales of Upper Silesian coal in the rest 
of Germany decreased from 1894 to 1895 by about 14 per cent., 
and in the last four years by not less than 94 percent. The 
increase in exportation is chiefly to Austria-Hungary, but the 


93861, E 


450 EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC, ETC. REPORTS. ([Oct, 1896. 


consignments to the Baltic ports have decreased. While the 
importation of English coal increased from 1893 to 1894 by 
9 per cent., and from 1894 to 1895 by 15 per ceat., the trans- 
portation by rail of Upper Silesian coal decreased in those two 
periods by 0°5 per cent. and 0°3 per cent. respectively. Compared 
with the figures for 1890, the transportation by rail of Upper 
Silesian coal had increased in 1895 by 6 per cent. only, while 
the importation of English coal had increased by 62 per cent. 
In the Berlin market the consumption of English coal increased 
from 189,304 tons in 1894 to 230,501 tons in 1895 or by 21°7 per 
cent., and that of Westphalian coal from 84,917 tons to 100,909 
tons, or by 18°8 per cent., whereas the consumption of Upper 
Silesian coal decreased by 79,727 tons, or 8°3 per cent. 

In 1890 Upper. Silesia provided 72} per cent. of the coal 
required in Berlin, in 1895 only 62 per cent.; on the other hand, 
the English coal used increased in the same period from 74 per 
cent. to 16 per cent. of the whole consumption, and the West- 
phalian from 6 per cent. to 7 per cent. The Oppeln Chamber 
of Commerce attributes this unfavourable development of the 
Upper Silesian coal industry to the high rates of railway freight 
against which it had to contend, as compared with the cheap 
water carriage to the Baltic ports enjoyed by England, and the 
facilities afforded to Westphalian coal by the combined water and 
railway carriage vid Hamburg. The Chamber is of opinion that 
the reduced rates of freight for Silesian coal going to Stettin and 
Swinemiinde which were introduced on the 1st of March last will 
have a good effect. 

In connection with this question, the Cologne Gazette of the 
3rd instant, publishes a leading article strongly urging the 
further reduction of the freights for “coal, coke, wood, ores, 
iron, &c.,” on the State railway. 


TRADE OF THE CAMEROONS. 

A despatch, dated September 4 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Frank C. Lascelles, Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Berlin, transmitting a statistical table published 
in the “Kolonial Blatt,” giving the export and import trade of 
the German colony of the Cameroons for the year 1895. 

The value of the goods exported, which consisted mainly of 
palm oil and kernels, india-rubber, ivory, and cocoa, amounted to 


about 204,4001.; that of the imports to 282,9001, of which, 
however, 21,300/. was coined money. 


MARGARINE REGULATIONS IN BELGIUM. 


A despatch, dated September 1 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir F. R. Plunkett, Her Majesty’s Minister 


at Brussels, enclosing copy of a circular addressed to the Pro- 
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vincial Governors by the Acting Minister of Agriculture on the 
26th August last, which further defines the meaning of the term 
margarine in Article I. of the said Royal Decree as follows :—Any 
grease used for food which shows a resemblance to butter in its 
outward characteristics, such as consistency, colour, smell, and 
taste, of a nature calculated to deceive the senses and cause con- 
fusion to arise between the two articles, must be offered for sale 
under the name of margarine, irrespective of its nature and 
composition, whether it be an animal or vegetable substance or a 
mixture of butter with any kind of oil or fat. 


Contracts at La ROCHELLE. 


A communication, dated 15th September last, has been 
received at the Foreign Office from Mr. R. S. Warburton, Her 
Majesty’s Consul at La Rochelle, reporting that the following 
persons have obtained contracts in the consular district of La 
Rochelle 

Monsieur Caudrey, directeur de la Compagnie Generale de 
Traction et de l’Eléctricité, 24, Boulevard des Capucines, Paris, 
for seven miles of tramway, electric trolley system. 

Monsieur Jeancart and Delaunay Saintes (Charente Inferieure), 
for 100 miles of district railway in the department of the Charente 
Inferieure. 

Monsieur Arnodin, of Chateauneuf sur Loire, department du 
Loiret, for an over-head transport bridge to cross the River 
Charente, near Rochefort. 


CONCESSION FOR PHOSPHATES IN TUNIS. 


A report, dated 26th August last, has been received from Mr. 
W. H. D. Haggard, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Tunis, 
enclosing copy of a decree which appeared in the “ Official 
Gazette” of the 22nd of that month, granting a concession for the 
phosphate deposit in the neighbourhood of Gafsa to a Monsieur 
Robert. 


Article V. of the agreement lays down that within four months 
a company must be formed to work the mines, and Mr, Pavillier, 
the director of the “ Ponts et Chausses,” who signs the agreement 
on the part of the Government, states that the company has 
been already formed with a large capital, and that it is extremely 
well composed, including a representative of Rothschild, and 
Monsieur Molinos, a very important financier. 

About a year ago there was an outcry in Tunis demanding that 
provision should be made in the contract against foreigners 
belonging to this company, but such a condition does not appear 
in the agreement unless it be contained in the clause which lays 
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down that the company must be accepted by the Tunisian 
Government. 


There appears to be no doubt of the great value of the phos- 


phates, and from the point of view of the prosperity of the 
regency the effects of the concession cannot be other than advan- 
tageous, as a railway will be built for it free of cost, which will 
open up the whole of the hitherto very inaccessible South and 
join Sfax on the coast with Gafsa, an oasis on the border of the 
desert, a town which from the time of the Romans has been an 
emporium for European trade into the interior of Africa and vice 
versd. 


British TRADE WITH TUNIS. 


In a recent report to the Foreign Office by Her Majesty’s 
Consul-General at Tunis, it is stated that the share of Great 
Britain in the import trade of Tunis continues to grow, and 
though her relations with this country are limited to few 
branches of commerce, her position, as far as these are concerned, 
is highly satisfactory. The value of British imports in 1895 
amounted to 373,1217. 

It is gratifying to be able to record this distinct improvement 
in the value of British imports into Tunis. Even according to the 
official returns the increase is more than treble that of any other 
country. Indeed, the value of British interests continues to 
increase, and taking account of certain considerations which it 
wili be well to put clearly before the manufacturing public of 
England, there can be no doubt but that British imports are much 
greater than would appear from the statistics at disposal. In 
truth, these are but of a misleading character, and in many 
instances give a false idea of the importance of British trade and 
that of other countries, the result being that it appears as if 
France were the sole provider of any consequence for the wants 
of the country. It may be true that the protected country 
naturally draws the majority of its necessities from the protector, 
but it is a certainty, as regards Tunis, that much which appears 
as being derived from France, ought in reality to be credited to 
other countries, of which the largest share should fall to England. 

Looking at the import returns, it would appear that English 
trade is confined to cotton goods, and certainly this branch is by 
far the most important, but even as it is according to the statistics, 
do they give a fair return of the real value of this interest? It 
may very well be doubted, for, in face of the opinion of those who 
are engaged in the trade, the returns of English cotton are much 
below the real estimate. Tunisian merchants calculate that the 
return is short by at least 2,000,000 fr. in the town of Tunis 
alone, and even this figure may be looked upon as erring on the 
wrong side. 

The native of Tunis is clothed from head to foot in British 
cotton, and calculating the population of Tunis at, say, 1,500,000 
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as the lowest estimate, there can be little exaggeration in saying 
that they annually consume 750,0002, of cotton inaterial, for 10s. 


per head per annum can scarcely be considered as an extravagant 
outlay in dress. Pass through the bazaars of Tunis, or even the 
smallest conntry village, and scarcely anything but British manu- 
factured stuffs are exposed to view. Nor is the Arab fond of 
change ; his father and grandfather clothed themselves in these 
very stuffs, and*time has proved their excellence. So long, there- 
fore, as they maintain the same quality of endurance, so long as 
their cost is relatively no grevter than that for the products of 
other countries, he is unlikely to transfer his custom, and British 
manufacturers have but to bear this in mind to preserve their 
paramount position in the regency. 

When it is realised that practically all goods borne to Tunisia 
in French bottoms appear in the returns as of French origin, the 
wonder is, not that English trade appears so small, but that it 
appears so large, taking also into consideration that, whereas boats 
direct from England only come once in 10 days, boats from Mar- 
seilles alone which may bring, and generally do bring English goods, 
arrive five times a week, i.e., six or seven French boats for every 
English boat.—( Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 1791.) 


Tue Propuction or CorK SPAIN. 


A despatch, dated 25th September last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. H. Crofton Lowther, Her Majesty’s 
Chargé d’ Affaires at Madrid, enclosing copy and translation of an 
extract from “ El Liberal” of the 23rd September last, giving 
statistics respecting the growth of cork in Spain and the amount 
exported to France, taken from a report by M. Hickel, of the 
French Forestry Department, on recent visits to the cork woods 


of Spain and Portugal. 

The following statistics are taken from this report :—The area 
dedicated to the cultivation of the cork tree in Spain is, according 
to the Spanish Department of Woods and Forests, about 620,000 
acres, distributed as follows :—Gerona, 198,000 acres; Huelva, 
134,000 acres; Caceres, 80,000 acres; Sevilla, 74,000. acres ; 
Cadiz, 55,060 acres; Ciudad Real, 28,000-acres; Cérdoba, 
23,000 acres ; the remainder being divided among 10 provinces, 
of which the principal are Badajoz, Jaén, Malaga, and Toledo. 

The cork tree is found in considerable quantity in the Northern 
Provinces, and only in Burgos, Santander, Zamora, Salamanca, 
Avila, and Zaragoza. 

It is difficult to give exact statistics as to the amount of pro- 
duction, especially as the amount consumed in the country is 
unknown ; but an idea may be formed from the fact that in 1891 
85,811 quintals, representing about 172,000 quintals (about 
17,572,000 Ibs.) of cork in the rough, were exported to France. 
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The quantity of cork in the rough amounted to about 20,000 
quintals (2,020,000 lbs.), giving a total of 200,000 quintals 
(20,200,000 lbs.), in addition to which must be taken into con- 
sideration that consumed in Spain itself and that exported to other 
countries than France. 

According to Spanish commercial statistics, the whole value of 
cork exported from Spain to all countries in 1891 amounted to 
1,073,8001. sterling, experts estimating the total production at 
275,000 quintals (27,775,000 Ibs.). 

Gerona occupies the first place in Spain as a producer of cork, 
and Barcelona the last. 

The cork woods of Cataluiia are concentrated in these two 
provinces. 

As regards the production of cork in Portugal, from statistics 
obtained in the country, the total export in 1890 amounted to 
453,600 quintals (45,813,600 lbs.) of rough cork, and 42,427 
quintals (4,285,127 lbs.) of manufactured cork. 


Concessions TO RatLway COMPANIES IN SPAIN. 


A despatch, dated 22nd September last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr, H. C. Lowther, Her Majesty’s 
Chargé d’ Affaires at Madrid, reporting that a law was signed on 
the 19th September last, laying down the conditions on which 
the extension of the concessions of railway companies to Ist July 
1980 will be granted. 

The following is briefly the substance of the law in question :— 
The companies are to facilitate a financial operation amounting 
to at least one billion pesetas (at the present rate of exchange 
about thirty-two million pounds sterling), with the general guar- 
antee of the nation, or the special guarantee authorised by the 
law of July 10, 1896. The rate of interest and other conditions 
are to be settled by the Council of Ministers. The companies 
are to remain exempt from the payment of royalties and other 
taxes, 


BuLGARIAN LicENsE Law. 


A despatch, dated 14th September last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. F. Elliot, Her Majesty’s Agent at 
Sofia, enclosing copy of the Bulgarian “ JT.icense Law,” and of 
instructions on the subject addressed to the British Vice-Consuls 
at Philippopolis, Rustchuk, and Varna. Subject to the conditions 
and reservations with which the law will be applied to foreign 
subjects, the Powers have all given their consent to its appli- 
cation to their subjects, and it therefore became applicable 
to British subjects from the 14th September last, the date 
upon which the final assent of the Governments concerned was 
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notified to the Bulgarian Government. It is understood that 
under this arrangement the Government may claim payment of 
the “ Patente tax ” for the second six months of 1896. 

The method of assessment is laid down in clauses 18 to 32 of 
the law. It is provided in Art. 26 that foreign subjects entitled © 
to the privileges of the capitulations, shall be represented on the 
“Commissions de Controle,” established to revise the assess- 
ments by one or two foreign delegates, if possible, of their own 
nationality. The method of appointment of these delegates is 
prescribed in a separate regulation. 

It will be observed that among the conditions upon which Her 
Majesty’s Government have given their consent to the application 
of the law to British subjects, the right is reserved to British 
Consular authorities to intervene in case of complaints against 
the application of the Jaw, independently of their action by 
means of a delegate upon the Commission of Control, Navigation 
companies are exempted from the tax, but this condition is not 
intended to imply that their agents in Bulgarian ports are not 
liable to it in respect of their personal salaries. 

‘A French translation of the full text of this law can be seen 
on application at the Commercial Department of the Board of 
Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, between the hours of 11.0 and 5.0. 


Tue Beyrout Damascus 


In a report to the Foreign Office, Mr. Jones, British Acting 
Vice-Consul at Beyrout, states that the Beyrout Damascus Railway 
constructed over a distance of 89 miles by a French company 
under Ottoman jurisdiction was opened in the summer of 1895. 
As yet no considerable increase of activity in the trade of Beyrout 
is to be noted as resulting from the establishment of this new 
means of communication between the port and the interior of the 
country, but it may be urged that the opening of the railway took 
place in a year of commercial depression, while on the other hand, 
a people tenacious of old customs and opposed to all innovation, 
will require time to appreciate the advantages of the railway as a 
means of transport. 

Goods which are costly for their bulk (e.g., silk, jewellery, &c.) 
are more cheaply sent by camels, but in the transport of heavier 
goods which are relatively cheap, the railway can defy com- 
petition, 

The tariff is based on the system of classification according to 
value, the charges according to the “ Tarif Général” being at the 
rate of 35, 30, and 25 paras per ton per kilom., but the “ Tarif 
Spécial” gives a long list of exceptions to these rules, 

The service of trains is very scanty, viz., two a day in either 
direction, to which in the summer months is added a train plying 
between Beyrout and Maalaka, a point half-way between the 
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termini, which leaves Beyrout in the evening, returning the follow- 
ing morning. On account of the steep inclines that have to be 
surmounted both on the slopes of the Lebanon, and on those of 
the Anti-Lebanon, 70 tons weight is the maximum load per each 
train.—(Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 1790.) 


Imports oF CoTron YARNS INTO KIUKIANG. 


In a report to the Foreign Office of Mr. Brady, Her Majesty’s 
Acting-Consul at Kiukiang, it is stated that yarn continues to be 
ubsorbed in increasing quantities, but the English make is being 
steadily ousted by that from India, and now the latter will have 
to face competition with the Japanese yarn, which appears for the 
first time this year in the returns of the port, 3,328 piculs being 
imported. 

The effect of the large importation of the raw material has 
already told on the imports of cotton fabrics, and what has been 
noticed at other ports may in the near future be discovered in 
Kiukiang, namely, a larger import of yarn and a greater reduction 
in the amount of imported cotton piece goods. All but a thousand 
piculs of yarn left the port under transit pass for the interior, 
nearly half finding its way to Nan An, a city in the extreme south 
of Kiangsi, where it touches the province of Canton. Large 
consignments were also sent to Nan Ch’ang, the capital. 

The introduction of yarn into Kiukiang dates from the year 
1872, when the total import amounted to 76 piculs. Ten years 


later (in 1881) it had increased to 3,245 piculs, and at the end of 


the succeeding decade it reached 38,211 piculs, while during the | 
last four years the trade has developed to 50,747 piculs. Weaving 
constitutes the principal cottage industry throughout the province, 
and the villagers find it more economical to purchase the manu- 
factured article than to spin it themselves. The cloth woven by 
them is coarse, and wanting in finish, but it is strong and durable, 
and therefore better suited for rough wear than the more showy 
material introduced from abroad. 

So far, the output of the Hupei cotton mills, established by the 
Viceroy at Wuchang, has not affected this district. None of the 
yarn has been placed on the market, and but little of the cloth, 
though the latter is said locally to be of excellent quality, and 
would find a ready sale if it could be produced in sufficient 
quantity. At present, it is said, the mills are only capable of 
supplying the western provinces, Szechuan, Yunan, Kwei Chow, 
&c.—(Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 1792.) 


Raitway REGULATIONS IN COREA. 


A report, dated 21st July last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from Mr. Walter C. Hillier, Her Majesty’s Consul-General 


| 
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at Séul, enclosing copy of an ordinance relating to railway regu- 
lations issued by the Curean Government, as follows :— 

1. Railways will be constructed in all parts of the kingdom for 
the convenience of the travelling public and for the conveyance of 
merchandise. 

2. Uniform measurements will be adopted for railways through- 
out the kingdom so as to present no hindrance to the passage of 
cars from one line to another. 

3. The breadth of the line everywhere shall, in accordance with 
the present established practice abroad, be fixed at a gauge of 
4 ft. 84 in., English. 

4, For State railways the rate of passenger fares and freights 
on goods shall be settled by the Minister of Agriculture, ‘Trade, 
and Industry. 

5. Should Coreans or foreigners establish railway companies 
within the kingdom, every such company must conform to the 

resent regulations, and fix its tariff for passengers and goods 
in consultation with the said Minister. 

6. Railway byelaws will from time to time hereafter be issued 
by the said Minister. 

7. This enactment shall come into force from the day of issue. 


RAILWAYS IN SIAM. 


According toa report of Mr. W. E. De Bunsen, Her Majesty’s 
Chargé d’ Affaires, and Consul-General at Bangkok, there is as yet 
only one railway open to traffic in Siam, viz., the short line con- 
necting Bangkok with Pakuam at the mouth of the river. It is 
used only for passenger traffic. The line under construction from 
Bangkok to Korat is proceeding towards completion somewhat 
slowly, owing to disputes between the Siamese Government and 
the British contractor. The whole subject is about to be referred 
to arbitration. Except a short interval at Ayuthin the permanent- 
way is laid to a distance of about 80 miles from Bangkok. The 
necessity of a northerly line to Chiengmai is becoming increasingly 
felt, but until the ;disputes regarding the Korat line have been 
settled, no decision is likely to be reached respecting railway 
extensiou.—( Foreign Office Annual Series, No, 1787.) 


Tue Teak Forests oF SIAM, | 


In a report: to the Foreign Office by Mr. W. R. D. Beckett, 
Her Majesty’s Consul at Chiengmai, it is stated that the most 
important matter in connection with British trade in that district 
is the working of teak forests. This business has been placed 
on a much more satisfactory footing during the past year. A new 
form of lease of teak forests was sanctioned by the Siamese 
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| Government, and six important leases were accordingly issued to 
British subjects, who are investing large sums of money in them. 
| The conditions of the new leases are, briefly, as follows :—{1) All 
leases are for a term of six years; (2) royalty is at the rate of 
| 4 rs. (or 48. 6d.) per log for teak in the Menam Valley and 8 rs. 
| 
| 


(or 9s.) in the Salween Valley; (3) girdling and felling by the 


lessee of trees of a girth less than 6 kams (254 ins.) is forbidden ; 
i (4) the lessee is to plant one tree in the place of every tree felled ; 
. (5) all hill cultivation within the limits of the forest is forbidden ; 
(6) registration of property, hammer marks, with a fee of 100 rs. is 
compulsory ; (7) all sales of teak timber to be by registered bill of 
sale ; (8) payment of royalty to be guaranteed before timber 
“ passes the duty station ; (9) work to be commenced within eight 
months of ratification by H.S.M.’s High Commissioner ; (10) 
lease is liable to cancellation for infringement of any of its con- 
ditions; (11) registration of permits with a fee of 25 rsa.; of 
elephants with a fee of 3 rs. each, and a fee of 5 rs. for each 
} overseer are compulsory ; (12) absolute assignment or mortgage 
of the lease is prohibited, but permits to work the forest are 
allowed ; (13) all timber lying in the forest at the expiration of 
the lease to revert to lessor, but if royalty has been paid, a 
reasonable time to be given to work it out. 

These conditions are, on the whole, favourable both to lessor 
and lessee, and no complaints have so far been made of the 
working details of the new form of lease. An experienced 
officer of the Burmah Forest Department has, however, been 
engaged during the year, and it is understood that a Forest Act 
for Siam will be considered forthwith. Proper regulations are 
necessary, more especially for the transit of timber in the lower 
course of the river (or the Menam proper), which is outside the 
consular district of Chiengmai. The teak forests in the more 
Eastern States are also either untouched or worked without 
properly registered leases, and it is expected that they will before 
long be brought under effective control. The eastern portion of the 
district is not, however, so rich in teak as the western valleys, 
and capital is therefore slow to find its way there. 

Forest coolie labour is becoming more and more scarce, the 
immigration of Khamus from the east bank of the Mekong 
having greatly decreased. Wages are at least 25 per cent. higher 
than they were a few years ago, the average being about 120 rs. 
(61. 15s.) a year.—( Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 1793.) 


ForEeEIGN TRADE OF URUGUAY, 


A despatch, dated 19th August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Walter Baring at Montevideo, enclosing 
extract from the “Montevideo Times” containing a tabular 
statement of the foreign trade of Uruguay for the six months 
ending 30th June 1896. 
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From this it appears that the total imports into the Republic 
for the period named amounted in value to 13,435,732 dols., as 
against 12,031,060 dols. during a similar period of 1895, 

The exports were valued at 19,142,110 dols., as against 
20,636,315 dols. in 1895. . 

The increase in the imports in the present year is largely due 
to imports of live-stock from Argentina for slaughter in the dry 
vatting establishments of the country ; other items are practically 
stationary. 

The decrease in the exports of agricultural products is very 
marked. This is due to an indifferent harvest and to the 
depressed state of the grain market. 


Raway. 

A report, dated July 25 last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from Mr. A. C. Ross, Her Majesty’s Consul at Beira, 
with reference to the railway between that place and Fontesvilla. 

The earthworks all along the line are in very good order, and 
the train runs smoothly and at a good speed from start to finish. 

For four miles after leaving Beira the line runs over a swampy 
plain covered with very high grass and then along a slightly 
elevated ridge through forest and thick bush to the 28-mile 
station, where it descends to flats again. The last seven miles 
of line are laid on an embankment through a swamp. 

The line is still ia the hands of the contractors, and a regular 
service has not yet been established. Trains with material run 
almost every day and most people going to Fontesvilla adopt 
this route and avoid the uncertainties and discomforts of the 
river journey. 

It will not be possible to carry goods up by train until the 
pontoon at Fontesvilla is available, and to attain this quite a 
month’s work remains to be done in constructing the necessary 
approaches to the river on both sides. So far as can be judged 
the pontoon cannot work satisfactorily and without causing great 
delay. If the trade should assume the dimensions which the 
past six months point to, a bridge across the river will be 
indispensable. 
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XVIII—GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 


Tue Linen TRADE. 


According to the report of the Belfast Linen Trade Board, as 
ublished in the “ Irish Textile Journal,” though no change of 
importance has taken place in the condition of the market since 
last review, it is probable that, on the whole, the volume of fresh 
business in August has slightly exceeded that of July, whilst 
prices remain steady all round. 

On the Ulster markets only small packets of new flax have 
been sold, and the acreage shows a drop of over 24 per cent. 
compared with 1895. 

There has been a fair amount of business carried through with 
the home markets in bleached and finished linens since the July 
report, and for the season of the year, orders have been up to a 
full average, embracing almost all classes of Jinens and unions, 
whilst there is a tendency towards improvement in the demand 
for the better makes of household goods. 

The slight improvement that appeared in the continental end, 
has been followed up to a trifling extent, but at best the demand 
is quiet. 

There has been litile, if any change in the position of trade 
with the United States since July, and orders have been given 
out very sparingly. For some fancy goods there has been a 
moderate demand, but business, as a whole, has been very 
sluggish. For August the decrease in values amounted to 15 per 
cent. compared with similar month of 1895. 

With the Foreign West Indies there has been very little done, 
and with Australia business keeps quiet. Canada has shown 
some improvement on the month, and, with the Argentine, 
business, though not so large as in July, is still well ahead of the 
corresponding period of last year. For the eight months ended 
3lst August the exports of piece goods from the United 
Kingdom showed a decrease of 12°9 per cent. in quantity, and 
4°9 in value compared with the similar period of 1895. 


PRODUCTION OF SUGAR IN THE WORLD. 


With reference to a note on the “ Production of Sugar in the 
World,” on page 338 of the September number of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal,” the heading should read “The World’s Cane- 


Sugar Production.” 
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THe Foreign Trave or Russia FOR THE Frrst QUARTER 
OF 1896. 


According to the “ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce,” the 
Statistical Bulletin of the Russian Customs, has just published the 
figures of the foreign trade of Russia during the first quarter of 
1896, which, divided among the four principal classifications of 
the Russian Customs tariff, were as follows :— 


1896. | 1895. 
Imports. 
| 1,000 Roubles. | 1,000 Roubles. 
Articles of food - - 9,878 7,893 
Raw materials - - - : - 57,069 44,944 
Animals - - - - - | 785 957 
Manufactured articles - - - | 32,871 24,383 
100,603 78,127 
Exports. 
Articles of food - - 70,952 | 65,162 
Raw materials - . - 46,823 46,670 
Animals - - - - - 3,831 3,036 
Manufactured articles - - - 2,144 | 1,653 
123,750 | 116,521 


Russian Coat TRADE. 


According to the “ Engineering and Mining Journal,” colliery 
owners in the South Russian district are at present urging forward 
‘a scheme for the improvement of the Rivers Dnieper, Dniester, 

and Don, in order that the market for Russian coal may be 
developed by the opening up of trade with the towns on these 
rivers. It is reported that the Minister of Ways of Communica- 
tion has favourably received the movement, and that a scheme 
with that object is at present being drawn up. 


SWEDISH EXHIBITION OF 1897. 


The “ Engineering and Mining Journal,” states that the Stock- 
holm Exhibition of 1897 will comprise engineering, building 
industry machinery, implements, transport, shipbuilding, and 


| 
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navigation, electricity, fisheries, military science, sport, travel- 
ling, fine arts, education and instruction, hygiene, scientific 
appliances, &c. The machinery hall will be situated at the 
Saltsjon, and will be built of iron and glass with an area of about 
100,000 sq. ft. There will be three large hails for Sweden, 
Norway, and Denmark, and smaller buildings for other countries. 
The large hall for the industrial section occupies a good position 
on an elevated terrace, and it is claimed for it that it is one of the 
largest wooden structures ever built. The building will have a 
dome 300 ft. high, surrounded by four turrets, of which some, if 


not all, will be fitted with elevators, 


Evectric Iron SMELTING IN SWEDEN. 


The “Engineering and Mining Journal ” states that it is again 
announced that Dr. G. de Laval and Engineer Robsahm, of 
Stockholm, have obtained from the Swedish Government a con- 
cession for the establishment of a company for the smelting of 
ores in electric furnaces on ‘a large scale. The capital is to be 
15,000,000 kroner (833,000/.). Water power at Trollhattan is 
to be utilised, and all the de Laval patents for electric smelting 
are to be acquired. 


Tue AND Batic CANAL. 


In a recent issue of “ Kuhlow’s” it is stated that the North Sea 
and Baltic Canal has now been opened for about a year, and the 
present is, therefore, an appropriate time to consider the results, 
so far, of the undertaking. The statistics just published by the 
German authorities show that the traffic through the canal, and 
the dues recovered by the Government, did not reach the expected 
limit upon which the official calculations were based. The number 
of vessels, their tonnage, and the amount of dues for the 12 months 
are as follows:—Number of ships, 14,175; tons, 1,453,313 ; 
dues, 896,600 marks. 

The total expenses for constructing the canal amounted to 
150 millions of marks; consequently an annual income of six 
millions of marks would be required to obtain an average interest. 
Of the above 150 millions, however, 50 millions were paid by the 
Prussian Government as fond perdu, and 50 millions are.expended 
for naval purposes, leaving only 60 millions to be taken into 
account. The interest actually recovered for the above sum will 
only produce 14 per cent. 


f 
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THe Question oF A SuGar SynpDIcATE IN GERMANY, 


The “ Berliner Tageblatt ” has applied to a prominent organiser 
of the sugar industry for information regarding the projected 
German sugar syndicate, and has received the following reply :— 

The question of a German sugar syndicate, which seemed, in 
consequence of the late action of the Union of Raw Sugar Manu- 
facturers, to have made a step towards solution, has for a long time 

ast been agitating the sugar industry, and was seriously taken up 
by the Union of Raw Sugar Manufacturers two years ago. A 
committee appointed by this union had already in secret conclave 
laid down the principles on which such a syndicate ought to be 
worked, when they were disturbed by the rumour that a raw 
sugar law was about to be introduced, which would require a 
re-consideration of their views regarding fiscal questions. Mean- 
while the Union of Raw Sugar Manufacturers was confirmed in 
its opinion of the absolute necessity for the formation of a sugar 
syndicate. At their general meeting last year, however, the 
matter could not be exhaustively discussed, owing to the uncer- 
tainty which prevailed as to the character of the impending 
legislation. Since then the question of export bounties has been 
settled. The sugar manufacturers, however, have to face the 
undoubted fact that since this new law has been passed, the posi- 
tion of the German sugar industry has altered immensely for the 
worse. It is, indeed, highly problematical to those who are best 
acquainted with the circumstances whether it would be wise, in 
the existing condition of the market, to make experiments with 
German produce by means of a syndicate. The body which 
represents the largest interests in the beet-root sugar industry of 
Germany has actually refused recently—and this in spite of its 
previous action—to go any further into the question of the forma- 
tion of a syndicate. The Union of Raw Sugar Manufacturers, in 
its report on the subject, confines itself to a recommendation that 
an effort should be made to discover whether or not this is a 
fitting moment to raise an agitation for a syndicate. Indeed, the 
formation of a syndicate to represent the interests of the raw 
sugar manufacturers, without uny similar syndication of the 
refiners, would seem to be perfectly useless, the only hope of 
practical benefit being based on a co-operation of these two groups 
of manufacturers. But already two years ago the idea of a 
common syndicate for the two groups had to be set aside as 
manifestly impracticable. 


FrENcH RAILWAys In 1895, 


An article by Mr. George Michel, in a recent issue of the 
“ Economiste Franguis,” reviews the present situation of the six 
large French railway companies with regard to their receipts 
and expenditure and the improvements in the working of them 
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effected in later years. On the 31st December 1895 the total 
amount of capital employed in railway construction and the 
establishment of rolling-stock represented a sum of 13,132,525,881 
frs., distributed as follows :—Paris-Lyons, 4,888,139,400 frs. ; 
Orleans, 2,086,780,048 frs. ; Western, 1,783,099,471 fre. ; Eastern, 
1,981,211,695 frs.; Northern, 1,391,317,611 frs.; Southern, 
1,001,977,656 frs, 

The length of lines opened for traffic is shown in the following 
table, exclusive, however, of lines used in common by more than 
one company :— 


| On 31st On 31st 

| December 1895. | December 1894. 

Kilom. | Kilom. 
Northern’ - - - 3,728 | 3,699 
Paris-Lyons-Mediterranean - - | 8,613 8,584 
Orleans - ~ - - 6,775 6,774 
Eastern - - - 4,810 | 4,802 
Western - - - ~ 5,365 | 5,350 
Southern - - - 3,174 3,168 


Total - ‘ | 32,465 32,377 


The gross receipts in 1895 amounted to 1,183 million frs. or 
1,174 millions with the tax deducted, an increase of 28 millions 
of francs over the preceding year. In the general total the share 
of the petite vitesse was 667,059,088 frs. divided as follows :— 


Francs. 
P.-L.-M. - 217,699,236- 
Northern - 119,937,258 
Orleans - - - 108,643,522 
Eastern - - 88,732,801 
Western - - - 71,783,626 
Southern - - - 60,263,245 


The total number of passengers carried was 308 millions. On 
this point it is not uninteresting to note that passengers paying 
the full fare continue to be in the minority. Thus, out of the 
56,915,537 passengers carried by the Paris-Lyons-Mediterranean 
Company, only 16,297,588 paid the full fare, 5,353,467 
soldiers, paupers, and others paid half or quarter fares, and 35 
million passengers took advantage of holiday trips and excursion 
and return tickets. The expenses amounted to 614,408,000 frs. 
or 1,835,000 frs. less than during the previous year. 

An examination of the figures brings out the fact that, in 
spite of expenses resulting from an increased working, constant 
improvements in the rolling-stock, the more extended application 
of safety appliances, and the increase in the number of trains the 
working of the companies tend more and more in the direction 
of economy, and every year expenses are reduced without a 
diminution in the staff of workers, 
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Tue Greek Soap Inpustry. 


According to statistics of the Greek Soap Industry issued by 
the Ministry of Finance at Athens, the number of soap factories 
iu Greece in the year 1896 is given as 37, with an annual pro- 
duction of 6,500,000 ocques, and an annual export of 1,480,000 
ocques of soap (ocque = 2°84 |bs. avoirdupois). The value of these 
factories is set down at 1,825,100 drachmas (drachma = 9°6d.), 
and the number of workmen employed therein are 480 men and 
11 women, 


Concessions FOR WorKS AT SALonica. 


‘The “ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce” states that, according 
to information received from the French Ambassador at Con- 
stantinople, the concession for works at the port of Salonica has 
just been obtained by a Frenchman, Mr, Bartissol. 

The undertaking, the estimate for which is 6,500,000 frances, 
includes— 

1. A breakwater. 

2. A pier, extending into the sea at right angles to the break- 
~water. 

3. Two moles, 200 metres long, parallel to the pier, 

4, The construction of quays. 

5. Dredgers, to obtain a depth of 8°50 metres in the basin. 

6. Warehouses. 

7. Railways, &c. 


TRADE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The monthly trade accounts of the United States Government 
for June 1896 contain the figures for the trade of the Republic 
for the years ending June 30, 1896, and June 30, 1895. From 
‘these statements it appears that the total value of imports into 
the States for 1895-96 amounted to 779,710,000 dols., of which 
369,772,000 dols. represented articles free of duty and 409,938,000 
dois. articles dutiable. The figures for the preceding 12 months 
had been 731,970,000 dols. (363,234,000 dols. articles free of 
duty, and 368,736,000 dols. articles dutiable). The increase 
in the value of the imports thus amounts to nearly 48 millions 
of dollars, 

Amongst the imports the most notable increases are found under 
sugar, woollen tissues, raw wool, skins, raw silk, and dyes and 
chemicals, 

93861. 
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With regard to the exports of domestic produce the following 
table shows the values of the different sections for the period 
1895-96 as compared with 1894-95. 


Exports. 1896. 1895. 
Dols. Dols. 
Products of agriculture - 569,842,009 553,210,0C0 
ie manufactures’ ~ - 228,490,000 183,596,000 
» mining - ~ . - 20,412,000 18,510,000 
forest - - 33,718,000 28,576,000 
fisheries - - 6,586,000 5,329,000 
is miscellaneous - - 4,153,000 4,172,006 
Total - 863,201,000 793,393,000 


The most remarkable feature of the above table is the increase 
in the exports of manufactures which amounts to 44,804,090 doles. 


Prison LABOUR IN THE UNITED STATES. 


“ Bradstreets” Journal (New York) states that, according to 
recent returns, the total value of goods produced or work Cone in 
the United States for the various States and territories, in all the 
State prisons and penitentiaries for 1895 was 19,042,472 dols. 
This sum represents the value of the goods after the materials 
have been manipulated by the convicts. It does not represent 
the value which has been added by them, but represents the value 
of the materials on which work has been bestowed, and the work 
itself. Under the public account system, prison officials purchase 
the materials and convert them by the labour of convicts 
into goods which they sel!, The values given includes, therefore, 
the value of materials purchased plus the labour expended upon 
them by the prisoners. An increase in the amount of work done 
in penal institutions during 1895 occurred in the following States 
and territories:—Alabama, Connecticut, Florida, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, Minnesota, Missouri, New Hampshire, New 
Mexico, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Texas, Vermont, 
V'-ginia, Washington, and Wisconsin. 


Gas Exuisition 1n New York. 


A communication has been received at the Board of Trade 
from the Gas Industries Company, New York, giving notice of 
a gas exhibition to be held in that city for a period of two weeks 
beginning January 25, 1897. 

The object of the gas exhibition is to bring together a collection 
of gas apparatus and appliances of every description, for the 
two-fold purpose of affording the general public and the gas 


engineer an opportunity to study the developments that have 


taken place in the gas industry during recent years, 


| 
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The management would call the attention of manufacturers of 
supplies of every description entering into the manufacture of 
gas, to the great benefits which similar affairs have conferred on 
the industries of Great Britain, Germany, and France, in which 
countries the exhibitions of gas appliances are held with recurring 
frequency. The creation of a healthy public sentiment in favour 
of gas is one of the first aims of large numbers of foreign gas 
companies. 


PRODUCTION OF QUICKSILVER IN CALIFORNIA. 


The “ Engineering and Mining Journal” (New York) states 
that quicksilver production in California has shown this year a 
considerable increase, the total receipts at San Francisco for the 
six months ending with June having been 18,439 flasks, a gain of 
4,743 flasks, or 34°6 per cent. over the first half of 1895, and of 
6,033 flasks, or 48-7 per cent. over 1894. While these receipts 
gauge the rate of production very fairly, they do not give the 
whole amount, as the reports do not include the quicksilver sold 
directly from the mines, nor that shipped from them to the East 
by rail, which does not come to San Francisco at all. 

The larger output seems to have been absorbed without difficulty. 
In addition to the greater demand from the California mines, 
there has been a growth in exports very nearly corresponding to | 
that in the production. The trade with China, which had been 
suspended for several years, has been renewed, and has aided 
materially in disposing of the increased production. 

The figures of the production of the Spanish and Austrian 
mines for the current year have not been made public, but it is 
understood that there has been but little change as compared with 
last year. There is said to-have been some increase from the 
Mexican mines, especially the Huitzuco, but this has no influence 
on the general market, since the Mexican production is still 
considerably below the home requirements. 

The increase in California production bas not resulted from the 
opening of any new mines, but from the more active operation of 
the old mines, all of which have been steadily working since the 
opening of the year. 


REPORT OF THE CLEVELAND (JHAMBER OF 
Commerce (U.5.A.). 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the 48th Annual 
Report of the Cleveland Chamber of Commerce. It contains 
reports of the annual meeting, copies of byelaws, rules, and 
regulations, and of the byelaws of affiliated boards, and list of 
officers, directors, and standing committee for 1896-97. 


2 
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Mexican Patent Law, 


According to tke “Iron Age,” the Government of Mexico has 
recently made some important amendments in the patent law of 
the country, which affect Article 33 of Chapter 5 of the Jaw of 
June 7, 1890, on patents of invention, and also the transient 
article of that law. Article 33, as amended, reads as follows :— 

“ The owner of a patent of invention or a patent of improve- 
ment, is compelled to prove before the department of Fomento, 
at the end of every five years of the existence of his patent, and 
in order to keep it in his possession for the following five years, 
that the payment of an additional tax has been entered into the 
Federal Treasury, as follows: At the end of the first 5 years, 
50 dols.; at the end of 10 years, 75 dols.; and at the end of 
15 years, 100 dols. All these payments must be made in Mexi- 
can dollars. To prove that these payments have been made at 
the end of the said period of five years, a term of two months is 
allowed, which cannot be extended.” 

The Transient Article, as amended, reads: “ The persons con- 
“ cerned who, on the date of the publication of this law, have 
* ineurred the forfeiture established by section 3 of the 37th 
“ article of the law of June 7, 1890, may avail themselves of the 
“. dispositions of the present law, to be exempted from the for- 
“ feiture penalty, provided they make the due payment of the 
“ taxes within three months after its publication, it being under- 
* stood this concession will take place only in case that a third 
“ person will not suffer in his rights after the forfeiture may have 
** been established.” 


THe PRODUCTION OF ALCOHOL IN ARGENTINA. 


According to the Austrian “ Handels-Museum” for Septem- 
ber 17 no industry has of late years made so great a progress 
in Argentina as that of the manufacture of alcohol. While in the 
year 1886 492,912 litres of alcohol were imported, the import of 
this article fell in 1887 to 140,135 litres, in the year 1888 to 
24,038 litres, and in 1892 amounted only to 14 litres. During 
the last three years no alcohol whatever has been imported, as 
the native production is not merely sufficient for the local con- 
sumption but supplies also more than is needed by means of the 
various manufactories in which alcohol is produced, such as maize 
distilleries and cane-sugar factories. The existing maize distil- 
leries are now ina position to put out about 40 million litres of 
alcohol, and the cane-sugar factories from 10 to 20 million litres. 

It has been shown by a recent German consular report that 
this alcohol is employed in the manufacture of liqueurs, in the 
raising of the alcoholic strength of the natural wines of San Juan 
and Mendoza, which it had hitherto been impossible to lay down, 
and in the preparation of large quantities of expensive wine. In 
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the year 1895 the consumption of wine in Argentina amounted 
to some 24 million litres, of which scarcely 6 millions remained in 
their natural condition. 

In order to deal with the serious over-productiun and the con- 
sequent reduction in value of alcohol, the owners of almost all the 
maize distilleries formed a syndicate in the year 1894, and pledged 
themeelves to limit the production of alcohol and to accommodate 
themselves to the condiiion of the market. But, in spite of this, 
during the second half of that year the prices of alcohol continued 
to go down, as the cane-sugar factories in Tucuman flooded the 
market with huge quantities of alcohol prepared from cane-sugar, 
and from molasses, to such an extent that when the article came 
on the market it often did not fetch the bare cost of original 
production. This over-stocking of the market with Tucuman 
alcohol takes place with regularity after the close of the sugar 
manufactory in the months from July to January, as the working 
up of the waste molasses cannot be undertaken until the price 
of alcohol becomes higher, and the smallest sugar factories have 
enough capital in hand to lay in alcohol for a considerable time. 

With regard to the fact that the sugar factories buy no raw 
material for the production of alcohol, but make it themselves out 
of the material they possess, the only possible chance of a dimi 
nution of the product of aleohol is a lessening of the expense of 
extracting sugar, The syndicate mentioned above already in the 
year 1895 monopolised the entire alcohol business of the country 
by buying up the total amount of alcohol manufactured in the 
sugar factories at a relatively low price. By doing this, the 
syndicate prevented the tender during the months just mentioned 
from being excessive, and continued, by means of their own 
restricted production, to obtain fair prices. 


Tue Corron INDUSTRY IN JAPAN. 


An article in the “Japan Weekly Mail” is devoted to 
demonstrating the bright prospects of the cotton industry in the 
East. Quoting from an article by Mr. Masuda, it states that, 
after sketching the history of cotton manufacture in the West, 
that gentieman proceeds to show how important is the position 
these goods occupy in the markets of the East. In 1895 the 
imports of cotton fabrics constituted over 30 per cent. of the 
total imports into China, and a little above 11 per cent. of the 
total imports into Japan ; in 1890 they were over 51 per cent. of 
the imports into Hong Kong ; a little below 10 per cent. of those 
into Singapore in 1894; and in 1894 over 34 per cent. of those 
into Bombay, and over 40 per cent. of those into Korea. 

Cotton fabrics being such an important factor in the import trade 
of the East, Mr. Masuda argues that any country that supplies the 
largest amount of them controls the Eastern markets. He gives 
a lengthy account of the development of cotton spinning and 
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weaving in England, and concludes with some interesting obser- 
vations on the prospects of cotton weaving in the East. Mr. 
Masuda is of opinion that Japan will have no difficulty in 
becoming a leader among cotton-weaving countries. To demon- 
strate this, he refers to the astonishing progress that the allied 
industry, spinning, has attained in recent years, and observes that 
with respect to the relative advantages England and Japan enjoy 
in regard to carrying on this industry and exporting the output, 
Japan is better situated than England. In the first place, neither 
has an advantage over the other in the matter of procuring raw 
cotton and coal, though in machinery, skill of mechanics, and 
cheapness of money, England enjoys the greater advantage as 
compared with Japan. 

It must, however, be remembered that machines are easily 
procurable, that after the lapse of, say, 10 years, Japanese 
mechanics, judging from their characteristic skill in handicrafts, 
will become just as adept as the English mechanics, while as to 
cheapness of money, the matter need not cause any serious anxiety 
since the rate of interest will attain a world-wide level with 
greater development of means of communication and systems of 
exchange. Then, as a set-off to the advantages that England now 
enjoys, Japan is close to the doors of the greatest market for 
cotton fabrics in the East, and has, besides, command of the 
cheapest labour. 

In short, Japan is already qualified to enter the markets 
now monopolised by England or at least to speedily become 
a leading cotton-weaving centre. Mr, Masuda thinks that, 
after Japan, China will enter the same industrial field. Thus 
far, the oppressive policy of the Government and the ignor- 
ance of the people have acted as deterrents to the develop- 
ment of new industries in the interior of the Middle Kingdom, 
but when, as the result of the Shimonoseki Treaty, Japanese 
capitalists and others start manufactories on Chinese soil, and 
when Chinese capitalists, who are at present troubled by the lack 
of safe channels of investment, discover how profitably and safely 
a manufacturing business can be carried on, in all probability, 
they will hasten to invest in manufactures and with characteristic 
shrewdness will attempt to push the industry to greater perfection 
and avail themselves of the cheap and diligent Jabour of their 
countrymen. The precedent afforded by the extraordinary 
development of filatures owned and managed solely by Chinese 
is an indication that China may one day become a great cotton- 
weaving centre. 


PropucTIon oF CoAL IN JAPAN. 


The “Japan Weekly Mail” states that according to the 
“ Tokyo Economist,” the production of coal in Japan amounts to 
about three million tons a year, of which one-half is consumed at 
home and the remainder is shipped abroad, chiefly to Hong 
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Kong, Shanghai, Chefoo, Newchwang, Singapore, and San 
Francisco. The exported coal is obtained from Miike and other 
collieries in Kyushiu and also from the collieries of Hokkaido. 
In Hong Kong, where about 600,000 tons of Japanese coal were 
imported last year, it is used by steamers and factories. The 
possible rivals of Japanese coal in Hong Kong are the collieries 
of Tonquin and Australia, but they need not be regarded with 
any dread. Cardiff coal, so long as the silver price of gold does 
not appreciate, cannot be exported to the East for ordinary use. 
In Shanghai, Newchwang, and Singapore, Japanese coal is used for 
steamships, factories, and in the kitchen. In San Francisco it is 
used for generating gas. The price of the article is a great 
obstacle to extending its sale in San Francisco, and at present a 
reduction is out of the question, as ships that would carry coal to 
San Francisco find it difficult to get a return cargo. Coal mining 
has made remarkable progress during the last two decades, for 
whereas the output amounted to only a little over 560,000 tons 
in 1875, the supply was over 3,307,000 in 1893 ; the figures for 
1894 are not yet obtainable, but those engaged in the business 
estimate the output at 10 to 20 per cent. higher than the previous 
year, The capacity of Japanese collieries is still a matter of 
conjecture, Some eight or nine years ago great doubts were 
entertained upon the matter, and mining was suspended in coal 
fields owned by the navy in Kyushiu. Smokeless coal is produced 
in Wakayama and Kumamoto, but only in small quantity. 


Tue Timper TRADE OF JAPAN. 


The “Japan Weekly Mail” states that one of the chief 
demands for Japanese timber comes from China, where sleepers 
are wanted for the projected railways. The Japanese Consul 
at Tientsin recently forwarded two reports on this subject. 
Lately three firms in England, France, and Russia secured 
contracts to supply 240,000 sleepers; the English have to 
supply 103,000, the French 60,000, and Russia the rest. The 
French firm has already received a consignment of Japanese 
timber; and the English firm has given an order to Japanese 
merchants for a part of its contract, The export of timber from 
Russian Siberia being forbidden owing to the enormous quantity 
required in the construction of the Siberian Railway the contract 
made by the Russian firm in Tientsin must ultimately come to 
Japan, In short, whether a contractor be European or Japanese 
he must depend for his supply on Japan. The English and 
French firms obtained the sleepers from Japan at a rate of 7 mace 
(1 mace corresponding to about 14°3 Japanese sen) per sleeper 
delivered at Taku, where one sleeper is to be delivered to the 
Chinese authorities at the rate of 7 mace 5 fan (1 fan corre- 
sponding to 1°43 sex in Japanese currency). 
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JAPANESE ENTERPRISE IN CHINA. 


. According to the “Japan Weekly Mail” the Tokiwa 
Spinning Mili, projected by a number of Osaka capitalists, 
has concluded a contract to purchase a plot of ground in Shanghai 
measuring over 12,000 tsubo. The ground being low, the 
proprietor, according to the stipulations, is to raise it to a certain 
level before the transfer is effected. The earthwork is to be 
completed in greater part during the current month, and the 
company expects to commence the erection of the first shop and 
subsidiary buildings early next month. The company is speciaily 
eager to hasten the erection of the buildings, as the mills projected 
by Messrs. Jardine, Matheson & Co., and others are more than 
half completed. ‘The company ~has purchased another plot of 
ground over again:t the site occupied by Messrs. Jardine,. 
Matheson, & Co.’s mij], and has obtained the title-deeds. The 
ground, however, being a graveyard, objections have been raised 
against its use, and the matter is now before the local law court. 
It is expected, however, that the work of preparation will begin 
early next year, and the mill will be set in operation by April or 
May next. 


BicycLE MAKING IN JAPAN. 


The “Japan Weekly Mail” states that, according to the 
“ Mainichi,” there are at present four bicycle workshops of note 
in Japan, viz., one in Yokohama, one in Kyoto, and two in Tokyo. 
All were opened some three or four years since; Mr Kajino’s 
workshops in Yokohama and Mr. Sasaki’s in Azabu, Tokyo, being 
the pioneers. One other big workshop is that of Mr. Morita in 
Honjo, Tokyo. The output of either shop does not exceed 
130 vehicles or so per annum, the mechanics employed being 17 
in one and only 10 in the other. They are not adepts at the 
work, their experience dating only a few years back. Ai present 
many different kinds of bicycles are manufactured in the work- 
shops of Tokyo and elsewhere, the price of the machines varying 
very much. From a catalogue published by the Morita shop, a 
pneumatic tyre of the first class costs 120 yen; a sccond class 
machine, 100 yen; but one of special make costs 150 yen. The 
pneumatic tyre, being difficult to repair, is not in’ favour with 
Japanese riders, who prefer substance to fashion. ‘They like the 
eolid-tyre bicycle, which is more durable and costs less to keer in 
repair. ‘The latter sell, for a first-class machine, at 105 yen; 
second class, 95 yen; third class, 80 yen; fourth class, 70 yen. 
The high, thin-tyred machines, though much in vogue formerly, 
are not now so popular, being difficult to manage and very liable 
to get out of order. Their price is comparatively low, a first- 
class machine costing 65 yen; a second class, 55 yen; and a 
third class, 45 yen. Both the Tokyo shops are patronized by the 
Post Office, and one is under the patronage of the Metropolitan 
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Police. Generally speaking, bicycle riding is not so popular in 
Tokyo as in Yokohama, riders in the former city being mostly 
confined to employés of mercantiie and banking corporations, 
head clerks of large shops, and school teachers. In Tokyo the 
home-made machine and foreign makes are pretty closely 
balanced in point of numbers. With the increase of riders 
the patronage accorded to Japanese machines is on the increase. 
It is said that the Yokohama Bicycle Works have received an 
order from America for 100 bicycles. 


Tue ConpiTIon OF Formosa. 


The “ Japan Weekly Mail” states that, according to an article 
in the “ Nichi Nichi,” nothing is more urgently required in 
Fvrmosa than to increase facilities for communication, especially 
those between Japan and the new territory. As vet, there are 
only a stnall number of merchants in the island, but few thouzh 
they be, they are in no enviable situation, so considerable are the 
difficulties to be overcome in carrying merchandise from Japan. 
They are unable to make any confident calculations, and are often 
obliged to lose opportunities for securing large profits. Under 
these circumstances, consumers have to pay exorbitant prices for 
things of Japanese production, and the mere problem of living is 
beset with hardships unknown under ordinary conditions, while 
comforts are practically inaccessible. Of course, while things 
remain thus, anything like brisk immigration must be altogether 
out of the question. ‘The ships now plying between Japan and 
Formosa for the benefit of the public are oniy three in number 
and of small size, and the service is limited to three trips monthly. 
It is essential that steps be taken to increase the number of ships 
to six or seven, of from two thousand to twenty-five hundred 
tons, and to arrange that there shall be at least ten sailings each 
way per month. Further, a regular service must be established 
along the coast of Formosa; that is to say, between Kelung, 
Tamsui, and Taku (a distance of about 240 miles); between 
Formosa and the Pescadores, and between Formosa and Amoy, 
Hongkong, and other places in China. On land a grand trunk 
railroad, traversing Formosa from north to south ought to be 
‘built, preferably as a State road. But should financial considera- 
tions forbid the Treasury to undertake the construction, the 


Government may fall back on private enterprise, under strict 


provisions as to the completion of the work in the shortest 
possible space of time. 


SHIPPING AT GIBRALTAR. 

In a report to the Colonial Office by General Sir R. Biddulph, 
Governor of Gibraltar, it is stated that. there has been a consider- 
able decrease in the amount of ehipping that has used the port, 
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that is, the successive increase which took place in the years 1898 
and 1894 has received a check, the total tonnage being less than 
in the year 1893, though greater than in 1892. It is to be 
observed that the falling off was not so great in British ships as 
in foreign ships, since the tonnage of the former was greater than 
that in 1893, though less than that in 1894. Thus the tonnage of 
British ships for the years 1892, 1893, and 1894 was between 76 
and 78 per cent. of the whole, but in the year 1895 it was over 
86 per cent. 

It is said that the measures which are in progress for providing 
a sheltered harbour for the coaling of steamers cannot fail to attract 
more vessels to the port. During the past year measures were 
taken for removing the wreck of the “ Mount Olivet,’ an iron 
steamer which foundered in the anchorage in 1890, and has since 
been a source of danger and irconvenience to the shipping. A 
temporary diminution of the space for anchorage having been 
caused by the Admiralty works now in progress, this removal has 
proved to be a great convenience. 


IN INDIA. 


According to information received from the India Office the 
section of the Rutlam Ujjain Railway from Nagda to Ujjain, a 
distance of 33°64 miles was open for the public carriage of 
passengers on and from the 15th July 1896. 


Foreign TRADE OF ASssAM. 


The Board of Trade have received a report on the trade 
between Assam and the adjacent foreign countries for the three 
years ending March 1896. 

Trade was carried on, as in the three years preceding the 

riod under review, with the following tribes and countries :— 
(1.) Bhutan. (2.) Towang. (3.) Dafla Hills. (4.) Abor, Mishmi, 
Khamti, Singpo, and Naga Hills. (5.) Manipur. (6.) Lushai 
Hills. (7.) Hill Tipperah. 

The following table gives the total foreign trade of Assam for 
the last three years :— 


Imports. Exports. Total. 
Year, 
Quantity.! Value. | Quantity.} Value. | Quantity. | Value. 
Maunds. Rs. Maunds. Rs. Maunds. Rs. 
1893-94 41,341 | 7,37,117 29,549 | 3,23,533 70,885 | 10,60,650 
1894-95 42,566 | 5,12,303 25,497 | 3,02,332 67,863 | 8,14,635 
1895-96 57,128 | 844,445 49,608 | 5,50,002 1,06,136 | 13,94,447 
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TRADE COMBINATIONS IN CANADA. 


The “ Monetary Times” states that the conditions in Canada 
have proved wos suitable to the growth of trade monopolies, 
and many staple commodities are produced under their control. 
If the old adage that “ compeiition is the life of trade” be true, 
then trade in Canada lies in the throes of death. There are 
monopolies in England, on the Continent, and in the United 
States, but in no country, perhaps, have more deterinined efforts 
been made to put down competition than in Canada. 

All “ monopolies ” or “ combinations ” do not come within the 
same class. They may be divided into two groups: first, a 
combination of producers in which all interests are merged in a 
common undertaking ; second, a more or less formal agreement 
of those engaged in the same business to restrict competition. 

A combination of the first class need not necessarily be opposed 
to the pnblic interest. The saving effected through a union of 
productive forces may lead to a reduction of prices, and result ina 
benefit to the public. There are companies in Canada, formed 
by an amalgamation of firms that were working without a profit, 
who have successfully accomplished the feat of reducing prices, 
and at the same time making dividends for sharcholders. If 
combinations of this class were prepared to compete fairly with 
such rivals as remained in the field after'the amalgamation or who 
began business after the combination had been formed, there 
would be little ground for criticism. But possessing a prepon- 
derance of the trade, there is apparently an insatiable desire to 
swallow up all the business of the country. ‘ihe trade must buy 
all goods trom the combination under penalty of paying additional 
prices for supplies not purchasable from independent manufac- 
turers. In some instances it is a case of buying all combination 
goods or no combination goods, the company refusing to sell any 
products to traders who buy from independent manufacturers. 


_BULLETINS ON AGRICULTURE IN ONTARIO. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Department of 
Agriculture, Ontario, a copy of Bulletin No. LVIIL, showing the 
state of the crops in the provinces of Ontario under date of 
August 8 last. A copy has been also received of Bulletin No. 103, 
describing the results of experiments with winter wheat at the 
Ontario Agricultural College within the last seven years. 


Tae TRADE or TurKs IsLAnp IN 1895. 


According to a recent report on the Blue Book of the Turks and 
Caicos Islands for the year 1895, the total value of the imports 
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into the islands in that year was 26,735/. as compared with 28,5251. 
in 1894. The exports amounted in value to 21,6882. as against 
32,774/. in 1894. 

The year’s revenue from import duties is an average one, and 
presents no special features for remark. 

The export of salt was the smallest of any year since 1888, 
being only 1,290,388 bushels, against 2,116 779 in 1894, the latter 
being the largest on record, while the average for the last 10 years 
is 1,653,004. 

The falling off was mainly confined to Grand Turk, and is 
attributable almost entirely to what was practically the cessation 
of the fishery salt trade with Newfoundland, presumably conse- 
quent on the financial disarrangement in that Colony. 

This trade has been latterly the stand-by of Grand Turk. The 
number of bushels shipped in the years 1893 and 1894 was 460,000 
and 480,000 respectively, whereas last year it dropped to 72,000, 
with the result of leaving almost the whole of the year’s crop on 
hand. There has been, however, a rapid revival and the shipments 
for the present year are already 120,000 bushels. 

The export of sisal or Bahama hemp is gradually on the increase, 
the value declared for 1895 being 6202. With the additional and 
improved machinery recently put up by each of the two companies 
engaged in this business, the output will probably be much larger. 


Tue TRADE OF THE FALKLAND ISLANDS IN 18995, 


In a Report to the Colonial Offic? by Captain Halkitt, Colonial 
Secretary at the Falkland Islands, it is stated that the estimated 
values of imports were higher, but those of the exports lower, in 
1895 than in either 1894 or 1893. 

The total value of the import trade in 1895 was 71,8261, as 
against 62,270/, in 1894 and 71,126/. in 1893, while the value of 
the exports were 122,988/. in 1895 and 131,801/. and 134,872/. in 
1894 and 1893 respectively. 

The United Kingdom is by far the most important customer 
of the Falkland Islands, the imports therefrom in 1895 having 
been 64,248/. out of a total of 71,8267, and the exports thereto 
included the whole export trade of the island—i 22,9881. 

The principal articles exported in 1895 were :—wool, 
100,612/.; sheep skins, 10,028/,; carcases, 6,801/.; tallow, 
2,749/7. ; and 1,008/. 

The values are, according to the state of the markets, liable to 
fluctuation, and in preceding years have undoubtedly been taken 
from the highest rather than an average standpoint; but those 
for 1895 are taken at a low market rate, thus lowering the 
apparent total value of larger imports. 
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TRADE OF THE CAPE. 


A communication, dated 31st August last, has been received 
from the Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, enclosing 
extracts from the “ Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette ” of 
11th August last, from which it appears that the value of the 
imports into the colony for the seven months ended July 31st, 
1896, including bullion and specie, amounte! to 11,095,675/., as 
compared with 10,038,1517. for the corresponding period of 
1895. 

With regard to the exports, the total value for the seven 
months ended July 31st, 1896, including specie, was 9,520,.3751., 
as compared with 9,483,212/. in the corresponding period of 
1895. 


REVENUE RetTurNs OF Cape COLOony. 


A commnuication, dated 31st August last, has been received 
from tke Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, enclosing 
copy of the “Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette,” con- 
taining comparative statements, from which it appears that the 
revenue received in the month of June last was 578,495/, 
showing a net increase of 81,152/. over the corresponding amount 
for 1895. 

For the year July-June 1895-96, it amounted to 6,855,587/., 
showing a net increase of 1,448,089/. over the amount for the 
corresponding period of 1894-95. 


PEPPER-GROWING IN SARAW4K. 


The “London and China Telegraph” of September 14th last 
states that pepper-growing is looking up in Sarawak, 
Recently the market value of the spice fell more than one-half, 
upon which pepper gardens were either abandoned or neglected 
in great numbers. Now pepper-planting has revived, and the 
cultivation of the spice is spreading all over the country ; 
the Resident of Upper Sarawak reports the opening of 
fifty new pepper gardens in his district within the last four 
mcnths. 


Tue TRADE oF British New GUINEA. 


In a report to the Colonial Office on the trade of Port Moresby, 
Samarai, and Daru (British New Guinea) for 1894-95, the value 
of the imports are stated to have been 28,367/., as compared with 
28,5017. in 1893-94. 

Foodstuffs show a marked increase, which is probably rather 
due to a slightly larger European population than to the fact that 
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natives in parts where they earn money consume more European 
food than they used to do. The decrease in tobacco is not easily 
accounted for, as smoking gets to be every year a more widely- 
spread practice. Building materials are less, but then 4 large 
quantity of building materials was imported in the previous year. 
Miscellaneous articles show a considerable increase. Hardware 
also shows an increase, and, as appears from the foregoing tables, 
has stea lily increased all along. 

The total value of exports as entered at the Custom-house for 
1894-95 was 16,215/,, as compared with 14,952/. for 1893-94. 

Pearlshell was the chief export in value, the export standing 
at 3,005/. Sandalwood increased, the quantity exported being 
378 tons, valued at 2,568/. Pearls are set duwn at 1,330/. The 
largest export of pearls was in the first half of 1894. In the case 
of pearls and gold, the exports are by no means all reported at 
the Customs. 

The quantity of copra exported and its value were much the 
same as in the previous year. It may be some years before there 
will be any marked increase in this article. Natives use most of 
the nuts, and although planting cocoanuts goes on, it will be some 
years before there is any greater extent of fruit-bearing trees. 

India-rubber appears for the first time as an export, over 
2 ewt. having been exported. To what extent it will in the 
future become an export is extremely difficult to foretell. As 
yet, the number of species of trees that produce india-rubber is 
‘not known. There is every reason to suppose that this article will 
take a more prominent position in next year’s report. 

The cultivation of sponges has begun during the year at an 
establishment started in the Conflict Group. There is abundance 
of wild sponge in the coral lagoons of the Possessions. Apparently 
therefore, there should be no drawback to its cultivation. 


Tue TraApEe oF WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 


According to an article in the “Journal of Commerce ” 
(Melbourne), the total value of the imports into the colony of 
Western Australia in 1895 was 3,774,951. as compared with 
2,114,414/. in 1894. 

Of the total imports in 1895, the United Kingdom contributed 

ds to the value of 943,477/.,, Victoria 1,883,147/, South 
Australia 667,1151, New South Wales 147,927/., Queensland 
3,089/., Tasmania 519/., and New Zealand 7451, but it is highly 
probable that the amount credited to Victoria includes a very 
considerable quantity of goods, the produce of foreign countries, 
and of Tasmania and New Zealand, transhipped or reshipped in 
Melbourne. 

Specie was imported in 1895 to the value of 926,770/, as 


against 239,900I. in 1894. 
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The value of the export of gold at 3/. 16s. per oz. for the last 
five years has been, in 1895, 879,748; 1894, 787,099; 1893, 
421,385; 1892, 226,284 ; and in 1891, 115,102. 

Of the other articles of export, wool comes next in importance 
after gold, the value for 1895 being 183,510/. as against 232,201/, 
in 1894 and 244,9721. in 1893. 

The total value of the exports from Western Australia was 
1,332,5541, in 1895 as compared with 1,251,406/. in 1894. 


Tue Woo. or New ZRALAnp. 


The subjoined comparative table showing the declared weight 
and value of exports from the seyeral ports of the colony for two 
twelve-monthly periods closing with June 30th last is taken from 
a recent number of the “ New Zealand Trade Review.” 


Twelve months ending Twelve months ending 
June 30th, 1896. June 30th, 1895. 
Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 
Ibs. £ lbs. £ 
North Island + - | 68,924,017 2,306,066 | 64,251,676 1,989,913 
South Island - ie 60,422,908 2,087,508 | 64,029,407 2,038,738 
Total Colony - | 129,347,825 4,393,574 | 128,881,083 4,028,651 


The North Island shows an increase in weight of 4,073,000 lbs., 
more than recovering the falling-off that occurred last year as com- 
pared with 1893-94. The South Island, on the other hand, has a 
decrease of 3,607,000 lbs., losing more than the increase which it 
made last year. The greatest reduction is exhibited at the ports 
of Timaru and Oamaru. 


Report OF THE New ZEALAND MARINE DEPARTMENT. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Marine Depart- 
ment of New Zealand a copy of the report of that Department for 
the financial year ended 3lst March last. The report deals with 
lighthouses, harbours, sea fisheries, wrecks, and casualties, relief 
of distressed seamen, &c., &c. 
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XIX.—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF 
THE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


Blackburn.—A meeting of this Chamber was held on Septem- 
ber 30th last, Mr. J. Whittaker in the chair. 

The Chamber instructed the Secretary to apply to the Associa- 
tion of Chambers of Commerce of the United Kingdom for a 
loan of the samples «f goods sent by Her Majesty’s Consul at 
Zanzibar. The report of the Consul stated that perhaps the 
most important class of piece goods imported into Zanzibar was 
what is known as grey cloth. Of that there are two qualities, 
the better coming almost exclusively from America, and the 
poorer and less expensive from Bombay, and these were super- 
seding English goods. At one time a large business was done in 
printed handkerchiefs with both Manchester and Glasgow, but of 

recent years a demand has set in for a cheaper article, and it has 
been met by the import by German firms of a common block- 
printed handkerchief, made in Holland. The report stated that 
the competition against such goods was well worth the serious 
consideration of the British manufacturer, more especially as the 
trade was one which was bound to increase with the extension of 
civilisation into the interior of Africa. 

A letter was received from the Foreign Office, dated September 
29th, regarding Great Britain and Russia, and intimating that 
certain goods could now go to Russia without undergoing the 
formality of getting a certificate of origin. 

In response to a request, the Government have arranged for a 
British mission to attend the Brussels International Exhibition 
of 1897. Representatives of Chambers of Commerce ure included 
in the mission, and the Blackburn Chamber appointed the presi- 
dent, Mr. Harrison, as their delegate. 

‘The question of yarn contracts and forms was again before the 
meeting. Several objections were taken, and it was left over 
for further consideration at the next meeting. 


Bradford—At the ordinary meeting of the council of the 
Bradford Chamber of Commerce on September 30 last, Mr. T. A. 
Duncan in the chair, the action of the German manufacturers in 
the Barmen and Elberfeld districts, in relation to orders for yarn 
placed in Bradford, came up for discussion. 

Mr. B. Cohen said the council would remember that some time 
ago a circular, signed by 74 manufacturers in the Barmen and 
Elberfeld districts, was sent round to the yarn merchants in 
the neighbourhood of Bradford, stating that from the Ist of 
October they would pay for yarns only on conditions which 
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were sect furth in the circular, the first two of which were 
as follows :— 

“(1.) Worsted yarns of all kinds, wefte, genappes, mohairs, 
mohair genappe:, and mohair imitation yarns, both black and 
white, are to be delivered of full length and full weight, that is, 
an average of 560 yards per hank, and 10 Ibs. net per bundle. 
German spinners recognise unconditionally their obligation to 
deliver full length and full weight. If the yarn is spun too 
fine so that the bundle has not the full weight, the German 
spinner adds a sufficient number of hanks to make up the 
weight. If the yarn is spun too thick so that the bundle docs 
not contain the full length, then the German spinner adds sufti- 
cient hanks to make up the length without any extra charge. 
Why shouid not an English spinner do the same ? 

“(2.) The merchantable weight of yarn is to be arrived at in 
the following manner:—The yarn is t» be mule absolutely dry, 
and then conditioned to 18} per cent. We ave prepared, 
however, to consider any other arrangements that may be pro- 
posed with regard to the treatment of yarns spun in the oil.” 

Mr. Cohen said it was impossible fur the merchants to give a 
reply to that circular until the epinners had been consulted. In 
Germany spinners did deliver right weight and right length, and 
it was only in the lower kinds of yarns—low cross-bred two-folds— 
where difficulties for the most part aruse. Merchants thought it 
to be of importanée to the trade generally, and considered it best 
that the Chamber of Commerce should make investigations, and 
see how far it was possible to comply with the demand made. 
Low twe-fol:) worsted yarns might not always be two-fold forties, . 
aud it would mean, if they were to deliver exact length in those 
care:, that they must deliver overweight. In his opinion, the best 
step tor the Chamber to take would be to name a committee of 
spinners or merchants, or to call a meeting of the spinners, 
because it was of the greatest importance that this matter should 
be looked into and some satisfactory arrangement come to. He 
therefore proposed that a committee of spinners and yarn mer-. 
chants be appointed to investigate the question. The President 
suggested that the spinners and the yarn merchants on the council 
should form the committee, which would give five of the latter 
and seven of the former, and let them have power to add to their 
number. Mr. Cohen agreed to this, and the motion was adopted. 

It was agreed to assist in obtaining true valuations of the fleeces,. 
in both the greasy and scoured state, in connection with the sheep 
test prizes offered by the Murran Bridge Pastoral and Agricul- 
tural Association, Australia. 

A confidential letter from the China Association, London, in 
reference to the proposed raising of the Customs tariff of China 
was referred to the Tariff Committee. 


Bristol—The monthly meeting of the Bristol Chamber was 
held on 23rd September last, Mr. Mark Whitwill, junr., in the 
chair. 
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The President stated that he had been elected a member of 
the British Commission for the Brussels International Exhibition 
of 1897, and that before deciding the size of the British courts, 
the Executive Commissioner was des‘rous of ascertaining, as far 
as possible, the intention of those firms who proposed to exhibit, 
and that forms of application could be obtained either at his 
private office or at the office of the Chamber. 

Letters were read urging the Chamber to take further action in 
the matter of the free delivery boundary by the railway 
companies, and upon the motion of the President, it was resolved 
“that the intervention of the Board of Trade be again sought 
“ with respect to the extension of the free delivery boundaries in 
“ this city by the railway companies, and that in making this 
“ reference to the Board of Trade it be pointed out that since the 
“ Chamber’s last appeal (in November 1894), the railway com- 
*“ panies have, somewhat tardily, made certain extensions, but 
** they do not cover all the ground suggested by this Chamber, 
“ as it was desired that the extension of the free delivery should 
“ be a limited distance of not exceeding two miles from the 
Exchange.” 

Reference was also made to the recent meeting of the 
Associated Chambers of Commerce, the forthcoming visit of the 
British Association to Bristol, Dock administration, canals, and the 
extension of trustees’ investment powers. 


Dundee.-——-A meeting of this Chamber was held on the 30th 
September last, Mr. John Ogilvy in the chair. Referring to the 
minutes, the chairman said it would be observed that the question 
of the proposed new line of steamers to Canada had come before 
the directors, when the opportunity was taken to memorialise the 
Dominion Government in favour of Moville as the port of call in 
Ireland. Some delay had taken place in the arrangements for the 
establishment of the new line. It appeared to be due to the 
speed of the steamers tendered for, not having been up to the 
ideas of the Dominion Government. They hoped this might soon 
be got over, as the present mail steamers to Canada were very 
much slower than steamers to New York, it being about 16 years 
since the last steamer was built by the Allan Line for this service, 
and since that date there had been great acceleration in mail 
steamers. They hoped that a really first-class service might soon 
be established, and one that would be of great importance on 
the development of the trade between Canada and the mother 
country. An agitation in favour of a reduction of telegraphic 
rates to and from the East had contiaued to receive the support 
and co-operation of the directors, but up to the present time no 

reement in that direction had been come to amongst the 

ompanies. 

A movement in favour of a scheme for the codification of the 
mercantile law of the United Kingdom was inaugurated by the 
Merchant Company of Edinburgh. A meeting was held in 
Edinburgh on 13th July last, and was attended by representatives 
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of various legal and mercantile bodies, When the object of the 
meeting was unanimously approved of, an executive committee 
was appointed to consider the best means of procedure. The 
advantage of a code of law had been proved by the experience of 
foreign countries and British colonies, and by the codifying 
statutes of the United Kingdom relating to bills of exchange and 
sale of goods; and there was no reason why further progress 
should not be made in the same direction. 

Reference was also made to the exhibition in London of samples 
from the Colonies, and the recent annual meeting of the Associated 
Chambers at Southampton. 


Halifax.—A monthly meeting of the Council of the Halifax 
Chamber of Commerce was held on September 30 last, under the 
presidency of Mr. A. F. Firth. A letter from the Colonial Office 
had been received with reference to the letter of the 20th March 
from the Halifax Chamber with respect to the marking of sheep, 
and stating that the Governors of Victoria and Queensland had 
informed the Secretary of State that publicity had been given to 
the representations of the Council in their respective colonies. A 
circular from the Premier’s Office, Hobart, dated July 3rd, set 
forth that the practice of using tar and similar substances in the 
marking of sheep had been almost entirely substituted in Tasmania 
by various harmless mixtures known in the trade as “ Tattoo 
branding oil,” “ Boomerang branding oil,” &c. Where, however, 
the use of tar is still in operation, the Stock Department had 
brought under the notice of those concerned the urgent necessity 
for a change of practice. Samples of wool marked with the 
“Tattoo branding oil,” &c., had been forwarded for the inspection 
of the members of the Chamber. It was decided that a committee 


be appointed to examine the samples of wool, and report to the 
next meeting. 


Heckmondwike-—An ordinary meeting of this Chamber was 
held on September 30 last, Mr. Joseph Stead presiding. The 
President and Ald. Firth gave exhaustive reports of the recent 
meetings of the Associated Chambers at Southampton. Attention 
was called to the diversion of wool trade between England and 
certain countries in the East through Russia, and it was decided 
to bring the matter before the Associated Chambers, On the 
motion of Mr. John Bull, seconded by Mr. J. Wharton, a resolu- 
tion was unanimously adopted congratulating Her Majesty on the 
attainment of the 60th year of her reign. 


Leeds.—The monthly meeting of the Leeds Chamber of Com- 
merce was held on September 30 last, Mr. J. Peate, president, in 
the chair. 

The Chairman briefly reported regarding the recent meeting of 
the Associated Chambers of Commerce at Southampton. He 
stated that all the resolutions in which the Leeds Chamber was 
interested were passed, with the exception of that relating to the 
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cash on delivery. postal system, and as to that it was apparent that 
opinion was advancing in favour of the reform. 

The attention of the Council was called to the report which 
Mr. George Wilson has made to the E:stern Contract Company 
relative to the railway an1 mining concessions obtained by him 
from the Chinese Government. It appeared that contracts had 
been entere! into for the main trank lines of China, embracing 
over 5,000 miles of railway, and serving 200,000,000 of people. 
These lines would form the central railway system in China. It 
was added that negotiations had reached an advanced stage with 
respect to the Yunnan or South and South-Western system of 
railways, embracing about 1,200 miles more. In reply to an 
enquiry whether any concessions had been granted to other 
countries, it was stated the French were believed to have also 
obtained some. The Chairman said there was no doubt that the 
French were very active regarding the development of China, and 
were using all the means in their power {o secure railway and 
other concessions. 

A communication had been received from the China Association 
with reference to the proposed increase in the tariff on goods 
imported into China. It was suggested that the present 5 per 
cent. import duty should be increased to 74 per cent. on condition 
that no further charges, beyonl the 24 per cent. transit duty, 
should be levied by the Chinese Government. Tne question was 
referred to the Foreign Trade and Tariffs Committce. 

Ii was intimated that no certificates of origin are now required 
for goods gent to Russia, excepting in the case of a few articles 
‘not produced in the district. 

Tie Chairman stated that he had been invited to serve on the 
English Commission for the International Exhibition, to be held 
in Brussels next year, and had decided to accept the honour. It 
was agreed that a meeting should be called for the purpose of 
ascertaining what local industries were likely to b2 represented in 
the exhibition. 


Liverpool-—A meeting of the committee and others of the 
African Trade Secticn of the Liverpool) Chamber of Commerce 
tock place on the 12th September last, to meet Sir Gilbert Carter, 
K.C.M.G., Governor of Lagos, for the purpose of discussing in 
general the welfare of the colony. 

His Excellency, whose remarks were received with close 
attention, touched on all the subjects which were brought before his 
notice, and gave much interesting information. He described the 
rise of the rubber trade in the colony, which had a somewhat curious 
history. It appears that there had been a political prisoner 
from the Gold Coast, a most intelligent native, who, Sir Gilbert 
discovered, was thoroughly conversant with the rubber industry. 
This man, at the Governor’s euggestion, procured experts from 
amovg his own countrymen, who went in‘o the interior and found 
a wealth of valuable rubber. The industry was at once fostered, 

-and has now attained most respectable proportions. He also 
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stated that virgin forests of rubber abound, especially to the east, 
from which the supply may be considerably increas d. Sir Gilbert 
spoke most gloomily of the health on the coast, which every year 
appears to become worse instead of better. New diseases are 
constantly springing up. ‘The authorities at home and on the 
coast are sparing no efforts to improye the condition of life there, 
especially in the matter of sanitation and the water supply. The 
interior, however, presents a very bright contrast; a trip there 
was nearly as beneficial as a voyage to Europe. There was great 
hope that in this respect the railway would prove of inestimable 
value in time, and would supply a ready means of reaching quickly 
healthier spots. Sir Gilbert expressed his disappointment at 
hearing that the adulteration of kernels appeared to be assuming 
formidable proportions, and was fully aware of the hindrance that 
would be to trade. He was also convinced that the dredging of 
the bar was impracticable, but considered that the lagoon did not 
offer insurmountable obstacles. 

The monthly meeting of the Council of the Liverpool C! amber 
of Commerce was held on September 30 last, Mr. F. C. Duncan 
presiding. 

A letter was real from Mr. Calthrop (whose scheme for a 
lurry platform carrier company is at present before the special 
committee), stating that an exhibition of the rolling stock con- 
structed for the Barsi Light Railway will be held at Newley, 
near Leeds, on the 21st, 22nd, 23rd, and 24th of October next. 
The exhibition will consist of a locomotive, of waggons carrying 
representative loads, of a special corridor saloon car, and of a 
compound brake-van, running on one mile of rails, and showing 
the train-load which is possible over a gradient of 1 in 57 on a 
curve of 250 feet radius. The objects of the exhibition are to 
afford practical demonstration of ;— 

1. The extremely heavy loads capable of being carried over a 
live of very narrow gauge. 

2. The simple and inexpensive character of the permanent way 
and works required in average ccuntry, the cost, as laid at Newlay, 
being about 800/. per mile. 

3. ‘The special suitability of this gauge (2 ft. 6 in.) and of this 
type of rolling stock for branch or teeder lines to trunk railways, 
and for pioneer lines in India, Africa, and other undeveloped 
countries. 

A demonstration will also be given of the practicability of the 
conveyance of standard-gauge waggons over this narrow gauge 
without transhipment of their loads; also of the transportation 
of a loaded Jurry by means of a transportation car, as recently 
suggested in connection with a proposed lurry railway between 
Liverpool and Manchester. 

A representation had been made by the Salt Union io the 
effect that the dues on salt should be assimilated to those on coal. 
Representations had also been made to the Charges of the Port 
Committee by the committee of the Iron and General Metal Trades 
Section of the Chamber on the subject of moving the Mersey 
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Docks and Harbour Board to reduce’ the dues on lead and 
tinplates. 

Other subjects that came up for discussion were :—Telephone 
trunk wires ; international telegraph code vocabulary ; Railway 
and Canal Traffic Act ; extension of trustees’ investment powers ; 
and the manning of the navy. 


Manchester,—An ordinary meeting of the Board of Directors 
of the Manchester Chamber was held on September 30 last, Mr, 
W. H. Holland in the chair. 

Information was submitted to the Board to the effect that 
certain suggestions as to the future tariff of Madagascar, under- 
stool to have been made to the French Government by the 
Paris Committee of Madagascar merchants had been acceded to 
by the French Colonial Office. These arrangements are as 
follow :—1. French goods to be admitted free. 2. A 10 per cent. 
duty on all foreign imports for the present. 3. A yearly increase 
in the import duty of 10 per cent. until the level of the duties of 
the general tariff has been reached. The Board decided that the 
special Madagascar Committee of the Chamber should take the 
whoie question into consideration and report thereupon. 

The Board bad under consideration a letter from the Gold 
Coast Chamber of Commerce complaining of the short period 
which had been allowed under the recent ordinance to merchants 
in the colony to dispose of their stocks of short folded piece- 
goods. It appeared that great lvsses had been incurred by 
various firms. Evidence was placed before the Board showing 
that, in the matter of the time allowed for the sale of such goods, 
the colony had been much less considerately treated than other 
British West African possessions. It was agreed to support the 
prayer of the Gold Coast Chamber for equitable consideration at 
the hands of the Government of the colony in respect of these 
losses upon due proof being supplied to the Government of the 
colony. Other letters on West African affairs, viz., as to the 
terminus of the Lagos Railway, the licence duty in the Gold 
Coast Cclony, medical service in the Gold Coast, and import 
duties in Sierra Leone, were remitted to the African Sectional 
Committee. 

Other matters under consideration were inland navigation 
returns ; the preparation of labour statistics ; the proposed in- 
crease in the Chinese import duties ; and the charges for telegrams 
to and from India. 


Worcester—The Board of Trade have received a copy of the 
Fifty-Seventh Annual Report (1895-96) of the Board of Direction 
to the general meeting of the Worcester Chamber of Commerce, 
together with the audited accounts of the Chamber, and resolutions 


passed at the general meeting. 
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XX.—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Statistical Abstract for the United Kingdom in each of tie 
last Fifteen Years from 1881 to 1895. Forty-third Number. 
(C.—8209.) Price 1s. 1d. 


This is the forty-third number of this well-known abstract, 
which is issued annually by the Commercial, Labour, and Statis- 
tical Department of the Board of Trade. It gives the usual 
information with regard to the revenue, trade, shipping, agricul- 
ture, railways, &c. of the United Kingdom for a series of years, 
the figures in each case, except with regard to revenue, being 
carried dewn to the end of the year 1895. In the case of 
revenue, the information is carried down to the 3lst of March 
1896, 


2. Abstracts of the Returns made to the Board of Trade of 
Shipping Casualties which occurred on or near the Coasts or in 
Rivers and Harbours of the United Kingdom from the \st of July 
1894 to the 30th of June 1895; also of the Returns made to the 
Board of Trade during the Year 1894-95 of Shipping Casualties 
which occurred to British Vessels elsewhere than on the Coasts of 
the United Kingdom; and to Foreign Vessels on or near the 
Coasts or in Rivers and Harbours of British Possessions Abroad. 
With Charts and Appendices. (C.—8247.) Price 4s, 4d. 


This is the annual return relating to wrecks, which is prepared 
and issued by the Marine Department of the Board of Trade. 

It shows that the total number of sea casualties recorded in 
1894-95 (total losses and serious and minor casualties) was 
7,556, or 339 more than in 1893-94, and 1,990 more than in 
1892-93. 

The total number of losses and serious casualties together was 
2,159, which was 349 less than in 1893-94, but 16 more than in 
1892-93. 

The number of total losses was 529 (tonnage 153,640), which 
was lower by 55 as regards number, and by 46,982 as regards 
tonnage, than 1893-94; higher by 177 as regards number, and 
lower by 1,122 as regards tonnage, than 1892-93 ; and lower by 
94 in number, and by 61,021 in tons, than the average for the 
last 19 years. 

The tables which are given show that during the last 19 years 
5,503 wrecks and casualties to ships belonging to the United 
Kingdom have been attended with fatal results to 34,856 persons, 
of whom 29,900 were employed in the navigation of the vessels 
and 4,956 were passengers. 

The average annual loss during the 19 years was 1,835 persons, 
consisting of 1,574 crew and 261 passengers, and the loss in 
1894-95 was 2,544 persons, of whom 1,348 were crew and 1,196 
were passengers, ‘The number of passengers lost was swollen by 
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the large number (1,150) of Chinese soldiers drowned by the 
sinking of the Kow Shing, of London. These figures show a 
decrease of 226 in the number of seamen and an increase of 935 
in the number of pxssengers lost as compared with the average 
for the 19 years, The number of casualties (338) attended with 
loss of life was higher than in any year since 1883-84, 

The average number of seamen lost in sailing vessels was 1,063 
and of passengers 59, against 898 seamen and 38 passengers lost 
in 1894-95. 

The average number of seamen lost in steamships was 510 and 
of passengers 201, against 450 seamen and 1,158 passengers lost 


in 1894-95. Apart from the Chinese soldiers lost in the Kow 


Shing, only 8 passengers were lost in steamers. 

3, Tramway and Gas and Water Orders. Report by the 
Board of Trade of their Proceedings under the Tramways Act, 
1870, and the Gas and Water Works Facilities Act, 1870, during 


_the Session of 1896. (C.—8234.) Price 14d. . 


This is a return prepared by the Railway Department of the 
Board of Trace. It shows that the number of applications to 
the Board of Trade fer Provisional Orders under the Tramways 
Act, 1870, made in December 1895, was 15, viz. :— 

Aberdeen District. 

Aldershot and Farnborough Extension. 

Blackpool Corporation. 

“Blyth and Cowpen. 

Bristol). 

“Dover Corporaticn. 

Hull Corporation. 

London United. 

‘Longton Corporation. 

Manchester Corporation. 

Oldham, Ashton-under-Lyne, Hyde, and District Electric. 

Ply mouth Corporation. 

Potteries Extension. 

Pwllheli West End. 

Swansea (Constitution Hill). 

All the Orders applied for, except that of the Lcndon United 
Tramways Company, contained powers for the construction of 
new tramways. The aggregate length of such tramways was 
20 miles 10 chains of couble and 29 miles 20 chains of single line, 
and the estimated cost of construction was 499,3621. 

The main object of the application of the London United 
Tramways Company was to authorise the company to place posts, 


wires, &. in or over streets or roads in the county of London 
for the purposes of electric traction. 

Fourteen applications for Provisional Orders under the Gas and 
Water Works Facilities Act, 1870, were made to the Board of 
Trade in December 1895. Six applications related to gas and 
seven to water undertakings, and one to a combined gas and water 
undertaking. 


i 
i 
| | 
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“The capital proposed to be authorised by these Orders 
amounted to 205,800/. by shares, and 88,700/. by loan, of which 
96,8002. share and 61,460/. loan capital related to gas under- 


takings, and 109,009/, share and 27,2501. loan capital to water 
undertakings. 


The following is a list of the applications :— 


Gas. Water. 
Chester-le-Street and Pelton Amersham, Beaconsfield, and 
Fort Williain. District. 

Maidstone. Amptbill. 
Matlock Bath. Burnham and District. 
Oswestry. East Huntingdonshire. 
Settle. . Hemel Hempstead. 
Maidstone. 
and Water, Tilehyrst, Pangbourne, and 
District. 


4, Agricultural Statistics, Ireland, 1896. General Abstracts 
showing the Acreage under Crops, and the Number and Description 
of Live Stock in each County and Province, 1895-96. (C.—8196.) 
Price 24d. 


This is the annual abstract return relating to agriculture issued 
by the Registrar-General in Dublin. 

It shows that the total extent under crop3 in 1896 is 4,842,944 
acres, being a net decrease on the extent in 1895 of 37,583 acres, 
or 0°8 per cent, There was a decrease in Leinster of 19,548 
acres, or 1'5 per cent. ; in Ulster, of 13,208 acres, or 0°8 per cent. ; 
in Munster, of 8,228 acres, or 07 per cent.; and in Connaught 
an increase of 3,401 acres, or 0°5 per cent. 

In 1895 the extent returned under grass was 10,280,424 acres, 
in 1896 the amount returned is 10,332,894 acres, being an increase 
of 52,470 acres; the extert returned as fallow in 1895 was 
18,431 acres, and in 1896, 18,280 acres; the extent under woods 
and plantations was 308,928 acres in 1895, and 307,266 acres in 
1896; and the extent returned under “turf bog, marsh, barren 
mountain land, &c.” was 4,845,034 acres in 1895, and 4,831,960 
acres in 1896, being a decrease of 13,074 acres; of the acreage 
thus returned in 1896, 1,192,675 acres have been entered by the 
enumerators as turf bog, 442,330 acres as marsh, and 2,252,970 
acres as barren mountain land. 

Compared with 1895 there appears an increase of 1,387 acres 
in the acreage under wheat; a decrease of 22,797 acres under 
oats ; an increase of 1,364 acres under barley; an increase of 
2,436 acres under bere and rye; and a decrease of 763 acres under 
beans and pease ; showing a net decrease of 18,373 acres in the 
extent under cereal crops. 

The acreage under mangel wurzel has increased by 1,253 acres ; 
cabbage by 4,478 acres; vetches and rape by 495 acres. The 
extent under potatoes has decreased by 4,834 acres; turnips by 
4,787 acres ; and carrots, parsnips, and other green crops by 642 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| | 
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acres, leaving a net decrease of 4,037 acres in the extent under 
green crops. 

The acreage under flax in 1895 was 95,203 acres, and in 1896 
the extent returned under this crop is 72,301 acres, being a 
decrease of 22,902 acres. 

In the returns the area under meadow and clover is shown as 
the extent “For hay only,” subdivided under the headings, 
“Clover, sainfoin, and grasses under rotation,” and “ Permanent 
pasture, or grass not broken up in rotation.” The extent for hay 
under “ Clover, &c.,” in 1895, was 635,586 acres, andin 1896 it 
is 654,894 acres, being an increase of 19,308 acres. The area 
for hay on permanent pasture in 1895 was 1,558,890 acres, and in 
1896 it is 1,547,311 acres, showing a decrease of 11,579 acres. 
There is, therefore, an increase of 7,729 acres in the total area 
under meadow and clover. 

As regards the returns of live stock, it appears that between 
1895 and 1896 there has been a decrease of 598 in the number of 
horses and mules. Cattle exhibit an increase of 49,709; sheep 
an increase of 167,245 ; and there has been an increase of 67,044 
in the number of pigs. Of the 17,545,771 poultry enumerated 
in 1896, 1,090,539 were turkeys, 2,142,186 were geese, 2,973,233 
were ducks, and 11,339,813 were ordinary fowl. 


5. Report of the Inspectors of Irish Fisheries on the Sea and 
Inland Fisheries of Ireland for 1895. (C.—8250.) Price 1s, 2d. 


This is the annual report of the Inspectors of Irish Fisheries, 
In their report the Inspectors state that 6,551 vessels and boats 
were actually engaged in the sea fisheries in 1895, as compared 
with 6,524 in 1894. This shows an increase of 27. Three of 
these occurred amongst the first class. There was an increase 
of 94 amongst the second, but a decrease of 70 amongst the third 
class boats. There were 23,770 men and 1,325 boys employed, 
showing an increase on the previous year of 152 men and of 
100 boys. Of the vessels, 380 were first class, 2,738 second class, 
and 3,433 third class. 

There were 30 first class, 374 second class, and 442 third class. 
boats that did not fish during the year. The reasons given are 
various, the following being typical :—“ No crew ;” “laid up;” 
“owner employed otherwise ;” “used for pleasure ;” “not in 
repair;” “in carrying trade ;” “tender to lightship ;” “ broken 
up, registers cancelled during year;” “gave up fishing ;” “ crew 


in other boats ’ 

Thirteen first class and three second class boats from Arklow 
attended the Scotch herring fishery. 

The returns received from those places around Ireland from 
which the Inspectors have been able to obtain information show 
that the total quantity of sea fish (other than shell fish) captured 
in 1895 was 698,005 cwts., valued at 274,9452 In 1894 the 
corresponding figures were 835,919 cwts. and 267,894. The 
former therefore shows a decrease of 137,914 cwts., but an 
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increase of 7,0511. The. following figures will show at a glance 
a comparison of the takes on the different coasts during the two 
years :— 


Cwts. Value. 

£ 

North Coast «= 1895 "9,583 
Bouth Coast = | 410,983 110,143 
West Coast © = 80,061 


The average price per cwt. in 1895 was about 7s. 10d., as com- 
pared with 6s. 5d. in the previous — 

Including shell fish, the total value for 1895 was 331,755/, and 
for 1894, 333,4031. 


6. Parcel Post Convention between Great Britain and Italy. 
Signed at Rome, July 11, 1896. Treaty Series, No. 12, 1896. 
(C.—8280.) Price 1d. 


This Convention provides that parcels may be forwarded by 
parcel post from the United Kingdom and Malta to Italy, up to 
the weight of 11 lbs. English, and from Italy to the United 
Kingdom and Malta, up to the weight of 5 kilogs. 

The parcels thus exchanged may be insured for any sum not 
exceeding 40/, sterling or 1,000 lire. 

As regards the service between the United Kingdom and Italy, 
the provisions of this convention apply to parcels exchanged 
between the two countries in closed mails, the transmission of 
parcels a découvert through other countries being a matter for 
arrangement with the post offices of those countries. 

The detailed regulations agreed upon by the post offices of the 
contracting countries define the other conditions on which the 
parcels are admitted to the service. 

The prepayment of the postage on parcels is compulsory except 
in the case of re-directed parcels. 

This Convention shall supersede the Convention dated the 
26th day of July 1886 ; it shall come into operation on the Ist 
day of August 1896, and shall be terminable on a notice of one 


year by either party, 


7. Parcel Post Convention, with detailed Regulations, between 
Great Britain‘ and Chile. Signed at Santiago, June 2, 1896. 
Treaty Series, No. 13, 1896. (C.—8281.) Price 14d. 

This Convention provides that parcels uninsured and without 
collection of value on delivery may be forwarded by parcel post 
from Chile to the United Kingdom up to the weight of 5 kilogs. 


| 
| 
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and from the United Kingdom to Chile up to the weight of 


11 Ibs, avoirdupois, 

The Post Office of the Republic of Chile and the Post Office 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland shalt 
determine under what conditions as to packing, dimensions, &c. 
the parcels are allowed to circulate, and also what classes of 
articles are prohibited. 

The postige to be prepaid in the United Kingdom on parcels 
for Chile is at the under-mentioned rafes:—On parcels not ex- 
ceeding 3 lbs. avoirdupois in weight, 3s, 9d.; exceeding 3 lbs., but 
not exceeding 7 Ibs., 4s, 2d. ; exceeding, 7 Ibe, but not exceeding 


11 Ibs., 4s. id. 
The postage to be prepaid in Chile on each parcel for the 


United Kingdom is 1 pero. 


On each parcel sent from the United Kingdom to Chile the 


“Post Office of the United Kingdom pays to the Post Office of 
Chile the sum of 1 france for territorial service. 


On each parcel sent from Chile to the United Kingdom the 
Post Office of Chile pays to the Post Office of the United 


Kingdom the sum of 1 fr. 50 ¢. for territorial service. 


8. Post Office (Parcel Post), Agreement between the British 
and Swiss Post Offices concerning the Exchange of Parcels by 
Parcel Post. (C—8206.) Price 24d. 


The present agreement provides for a regular exchange of 
parcels, both insured and uninsured, between the United Kingdom 
and Switzerland in closed mails vid France. 

The following regulations shall be generally applicable, not only 
.to parce's exchanged direct between the United Kingdom and 
Switzerland, but also to parcels sent in transit to or from one of 
the two countries tarough the other. 


1. Parcels may be forwarded by parcel post from the United 
Kingdom to Switzerland, up to the weight of 11 pounds English, 
and from Switzerland to the United Kingdom, up to the weight 
of 5 kilogs. 


2. The parcels thus exchanged may be insured up t» the sum 
of 50/. sterling or 1,250 frs. 


3. The parcels originating— 

(a.) In countries beyond the United Kingdom, addressed to 
Switzerland or sent in transit through Switzerland, and 

(b.) In countries beyond Switzerland, addressed to the United 
Kingdom or sent in transit through the United Kingdom, will 


_ be admitted to the service under the conditions set forth in the 
_tables which the contracting parties shall communicate to each 


other. 


4. The detailed regulations annexed to the present agreement 
define the other conditions on which the parcels will be ‘admitted 
the service. 
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9. General Report of the Board of Trade in regard to the 
Share and Loan Capital, Traffic in Passengers and Goods, and 
the Working Expenditure and Net Profits from Riilway Working 


of the Railway Companies of the United Kingdom, for the Year 
1895. (C.—8208.) Price 44d. 


This is the annual report published by the Board of Trale 
which sums up the returns as to capital and traffic made to the 
Board by the various railway companies, under the Regulation of 
Railways Act, 1891. 

The report states that in concluding the review of the Railway 
Returns for 1894, which was made by the Board a year ago, it 
was impossible t» do more than express the hope that when the 

returns for 1895 were made up, they would at least show the 
improvement of 1894 had been maintained. The condition of 
railway business in the earlier part of last year did not warrant 
going farther than thiz,and now that it is possible to comment 
upon the final results shown by the 1895 returns, it appears 
satisfactory, from the tailway shareholders’ point of view, that 
not only was the 1894 position maintained, but that there was 
also some improvement thereon. More business was done and 
more revenue earned by the companies in 1895 than in 1894, and 


while the working expenses also increased, as would natutally be 


expected, that increase was not quite in equal proportion to the 
increase in the receipts. The net earnings of 1895 were con- 
sequently larger in amount than those of 1894; but there having 
also been an increase in the paid-up capital of the companies last 
year, the improvement in the percentage return on the capital 
invested was very small, 
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XXI.—QUARANTINE NOTICES. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, the following notices of quarantine 
in foreign countries : 


Sparn.—Amoy has been declared clean. 


GrEEcE.—Quarantine on arrivals from Egypt leaving on or 
after September 25 about to be reduced to five days’ quarantine 
of observation. 


TurKEY.—Quarantine on arrivals from Egyptian and Medi-- 
terranean ports has been reduced to five days with passengers and 
two days without. 


Sparn.—Santos and Rio reported clean. 


PortuGat.—Bombay reported infected with bubonic plague 
since 20th September. 


U.S. CoLtompra.—The Governor of the Department of 
Panama, in view of the spread of the small-pox in the island of 
Cuba, has issued the following decree :— 

Art. 1. All vessels having called or coming from Cuban ports, 
or any other infected ports, shall be placed under observation 
during 24 hours should there have been no case of illness on 
board ; if a case of illness should happen, the ship will be placed 
under a quarantine of observation, which shall not last more than 
six days, and the duration of which will be determined by the 
ae Officer of the Port of Colon conjointly with the Board of 

ealth. 

Art. 2. Vessels which touch or arrive from the above-mentioned 
ports shall anchor at a distance of one mile from the customary 
anchorage until they are visited by a Health Officer, who will 
communicate, in writing, to the respective captains the instruc- 
tions they have to follow. 

Art. 3. The Inspector of the Port and Chief of the Coast Guard 
shall place a boat and crew at the orders of the Health Officer for . 
the purpose of making the necessary visits to the ships, 


The following information has been received through the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies :— 

Cyprus.—Five days’ quarantine against arrivals from Egypt 
direct with passengers and two days’ without. 


5 
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XXII—POST OFFICE NOTICES. 


Matts ror AUSTRALIA, 


Despatch of Mails from London for Australia, New Zealand, 
and Fiji, up to the end of November 1896 :— 


Destination. 


Route. 


Despatched from 
London. 


Victoria, New South Wales, 
Queensland, 
Australia, and Tasmania 


Western Australia 


New Zealand 


Fiji * 


above-mentioned colonies, 
except Queensland and 
New Zealand - 


Parcel Mails for all = 


Parcel Mails for bene 
land 


Parcel Malle 
Zealand 


New 


South 4 


[ 
| 


| 


Vid Brindisi (or Naples) 


Vid Vancouver (or vid San 
Francisco). 
(¥or letters, &c., specially 
addressed to go by those routes.) 
Via Brindisi (or Naples) 
Vid San Francisco - 


Vid Brindisi (or Naples) 


Vid Vancouver - 
(For letters, &c., specially 
addressed to go by that route.) 
Via Vancouver - 


Via Brindisi (or Naples) 
Vid San Francisco 


(For letters, &c., specially 
addressed to go by that route.) 


Direct from the Thames 


From the Thames, vid Mel- 
bourne. 

Direct from the Thames, vid 
Torres Straits. 


Direct from the Thames 


Every Fri. evening. 
On same dates as to 
1 New Zealand and 
Fiji. 
Every Fri. evening. 
Saturday afternn.— 
October 31. 
November 28. 
Every Fri. evening. 


On same dates as 
to Fiji. 


Thursday evening— 
November 19. 
Supplementary— 
Oct. 21 (eveng.) 
Oct, 24 (afternn.) 
Nov.21 ,, 
Every Fri. evening. 
Saturday after- 
noon— 
October 31. 
November 28. 


Every Thursday 
morning. 


Every Thursday 
morning. 
Afternoon of—-~ 
October 20, 
November 10. 
Wed. morning— 
October 28. 
Nov. 11, 25. 


* Correspondence for Fiji will be sent by way of Vancouver, unless specially | 
superscribed to be otherwise forwarded, or posted in time for despatch vid Italy on 
the first and second Fridays following the final despatch vid Vancouver. 

+ Parcels for the extreme north of Queensland ure sent only vid Torres Straits. 
Parcels for the rest of the Colony are sent vid Melbourne, except when they would 


arrive more quickly vid Torres Straits. 
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| XXIIL—STATISTICAL TABLES, 
My ].—ForE1IGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 
| StaTeEMENT of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
j UniTEp Kinepom during the Month and Nine Months ended 
| 30th September 1896, compared with the corresponding periods of 
q the year 1895. : 
i MontTH ENDED 30TH SEPTEMBER. 
I. Inports FROM FOREIGN AND British PossEsstons. 
; Month ended | | 
30th September 
I Decrease, 
£ | £ 
I. Animals, living (for food) - 910,897 912,686 | 
it Il, (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty 
free - 11,218,704 | 10,792,959 425,745 — 
; (B.) Articles of food and drink, duti- P 
able - - - 2,282,855 2,099,457 | 183,398 
Tobacco, dutiable - 413,763 | 21,105 
III. Metals - -| 1,614,578 169,714 
IV. Chemicals, dyestuffs, and tanning - 
substances 2 450,451 | 30,488 
V. Oils : - - 676,216 596581 | 79,635 
VI. Raw materials fortextilemanufactures| 2,586,666 2,023,436 | 563,230 = 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries | 
and manufactures 4,541,431 | 4,379,668 | 221,793 a 
VIII. Manufacturedarticles - - 7,062,867 6,496.53; | 656,823 
1X. (A4.) Miscellaneous articles - - 1,155,708 151 40,909 14,799 
(B.) Parcel post - 196,999 29 127,861 
Total Value - - - 83,111,156 | 30,618,954 | 2,402,302, — 
{ 


II. Exports or BritisH AnD Propuce aND MANUFACTURE. 


I. Animals, living - 100,501 97 13,014 | 
II. Articles of food and drink - - 1,139,596 | 1,765,059 - 25,454 
ILI. Raw materials - . -| 1,461,989 | 7,682,287; — 170,292 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly manu- 
factured, viz. :— 
(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics 8,522,890 8,541,531 18649 
(except machinery) =| 2.780878 | 2,580,097|  sooger — 


(C.) Machinery and millwork - - | 1,362,463 | 1,224,257 138,202 


(D.) Apparel and articles of personal use 962,187 869,362 |\~ 92,825 _ 
{E.) Chemicals and chemical and medi 

cinal preparations 639,278 649,706 10,428 
(F.) All other articles, either manu- 

fctured or partly manufactured 2,670,516 2,696,148 = 26,632 
Parcel post - - - 148,192 106,957 41,2385 


19,797,080 | 79,467,940 335,110 - 


UI. Exports or Foreign anp CoLoniAt Propuce. 


2 
Total Value - | 3,301,511 | 8,907,836 - 606,325 


A 
= 
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I.—Fore1gn Trape or THE Unitep Kinepom—cont. 


Nine Montus ENDED 30TH SEPTEMBER. 


I. Imports FROM ForEIGN COUNTRIES AND BritisH Possessions. 


Nine Months ended 
30th September 
_ Increase. | Decrease. 
1896. 1895. 
£ £ 2 £ 
I. Animals, living (for food) . -| 8,150,871 6,443,069 | 1,707,202 -- 
II. (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty 
free | 103,720,748 | 103,385,325 835,423 - 
(B.) Articles of food and drink, duti- 
able - - | 17,062,488 | 77,364,728 802,240 
Tobacco, dutiable - -| 8,157,850 | 2,573,773 644,137 
Ill. Metals - - | 15,830,567 | 73,742,197 1,588,376 
IV. Chemicals, dyestuffs, and _tanning 
substances 5,563,262 5,150,154 413,108 - 
V. Oils - - 6,043,767 5,780,760 263,007 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufactures | 49,435,298 | 50,837,905 = 1,396,607 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures - - - | 35,257,181 | 32,027,589 3,229,592 - 
VIII. Manufactured articles 61,172,442 | 55,636,370 5,536,072 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - - | 10,623,920 | 70,372,550 311,370 = 
(B.) Parcel post - - - 850,077 746,760 103,317 - 
Total Value - - - = | 316,368,471 | 303,935,774 | 12,432,757 - 


II. Exports or BririsH Irish PRODUCE AND MANUFACTURES, 


£ £ £ 2 
I, Animals, living - 663,504 571,250 92,254 
II. Articles of food and drink - - 8,059,185 7:799,820 259,365 ~_ 
III. Raw materials - | 18,236,031 | 78,807,588 565,557 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly manu- 
factured, viz. :— 
(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics - =| 80,882,889 | 75,648,982 5,233,907 an 
(B. > Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) - | 24,899,924 | 20,605,238 | 4,294,686 _ 
(C.) Machinery and millwork - - | 12,478,637 | 70,975,359 | 1,498,278 _ 
(D.) Apparel and articles of personal use 7,935,765 6,787,424 1,148,341 _ 
(E.) Chemicals and chemical and medi- 
al preparations - 6,269,942 6,181,828 88,614 - 
(F.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured - | 24,827,775 | 28,825,693 1,502,082 - 
(G.) Parcel post - - - - 1,187,501 923,755 263,746 — 
Total Value - - - - | 180,436,153 | 766,620,437 | 138,815,716 - 
III. Exports or Foreign AND COLONIAL PRODUCE. 
Total Value =| 41,714,276 | 45,778,843 | 8,404,507 


98861. 
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II.—Corn PRIcEs. 


_[Oct. 1896. 


Return of the Quantities sOLD and AverAGce Prices of Britisa 
Corn, as received from the Inspectors and 


Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods. 


Periods. 


Wheat. | Barley. | Oats. 


Week ended 5th September 1896 


” 12th ” 
19th ” 
” 26th ” 


September 1896 - 


” 


Corresponding month in 1895 


Week ended 5th September 1896 


19th 
26th ” 


September 1896 - 


August 1896 - 
J uly ” 
June - 

May 


April 
March 
February ,, - 
January 
December 1895 = 
November ,,’ 


October 


September 1895 = 


” 1894 
» 1892 


1894 


Quantities sold. 


Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. 
64,187 5 14,815 6 11,240 6 
57,525 6 25,303 1 9,470 1 
55,500 2 40,972 7 13,643 5 
64,416 4 | 72,657 0 14,056 7 
241,630 1 153,748 6 48,411 3 
126,307 3 | 136,682 0 51,973 7 
195,782 93,845 55,382 0 
Average Prices. 
23 #1 21 11 13 11 
23 9 23 4 41 
24 0 24 8 14 6 
24 4 26 3 14 
23 9 24 0 14 
22 11 20 9 14 4 
24 4 18 8 15 0 
25 1 20 8 1410 
25 6 21 6 14.8 
24 10 21 10 13 6 
25 2 21 3 13 7 
26 2 22 2 13 11 
95 7 23 10 13 10 
24 11 23 14 13°11 
25 9 25 1 14 2 
24 6 25 13 5 
22 10 24 0 
20 7 23 11 15 9 
26 3 27 179 
28 11 27.0 19 7 


| 
g 
q 
- 
” 
- 
” ” 
- 

” 
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1896. 


Return of the Numpers, NaTionaitigs, and Destinations of the 
Passengers that left the Unirep Kinepom for Piaces out of 
Europe during the Month ended 30th September 1896 and the 
Nine Months ended 30th September 1896, compared with the 
corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


British All 
ae United Austral- | of Good corre- 
Nationalities. North b other Total. 
1895. 
Month ended 30th September. 
Englisb - « 6,543 1,489 1,197 2,618 1,313 13,160 14,871 
Scotch . «| 1,780 202 82 396 110 2,579 9,943 
Irish -| 5,001 126 99 72 16 5,314 7,293 


Total of British 
13,838 | 1817 | 1,378 | 3086 | 1,439 | 21,053 | 24,607 


Foreigners - -| 8,412 453 54 927 273 | 10,119 | 22,040 
distinguished 202 = 
Total - - 21,847 2,270 1,432 4,013 2,153 31,715 37,139 
Total for corre- 
sponding 27,882 8,497 1,094 2,795 1,880 87,189 - 
Month 1895 - 
Nine Months ended 30th September. 
English» - -| 39,404 10,942 6,058 15,814 7,017 79,235 86,358 
Scotch - - ° 8,816 1,403 435 1,782 716 13,152 14,800 
Irish - -| 35,309 801 349 427 171 37,057 47,968 


British}) 3.599 | 13,146 | 6,842 | 18028 | 7,004 | 199,444 | 149,126 


mie 
Foreigners 46,699 6,155 191 7,093 1411 61,549 65,608 
N eee = 323 44 5 _ 2,109 2,481 2,287 


Total - + | 180,551 19,345 7,038 25,116 11,424 | 198,474 | #76,965 
Total for corre- 
8 


168,151 19,418 156 16, 216 - 
893 | 10,350 | 216,965 


NoTE.—The above figures, being made up at the earliest possible date after the close of each 
month, are subject to correction in the Annuai Returns. 


H 2 


= 
— 
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ImMiGRATION—SEPTEMBER 1896, 


Return of the Numser of Atrens that arrived from the Continent at Porrst in the 
Unirep Kixepom, during the Month and Nine Months ended 30th September 1896, 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


(Compiled from the ALten Lists received by the Customs under Act 
6 Will. 4.¢. ll. sect.2.) 


Hamburg, | Rotterdam, | Gothenburg, | Other 
Bremen, and | Amsterdam, | Christiania, Di i 
» | Arendal, and jieppe. Continental Total 
Bremerhaven.| and Antwerp. (Christiansand. | Ports. 
| 
1896. | 7895. | 1896. 7895. 1896. | 1895. | 1896. | 1895. | 1896. | 7895. | 1896. | 7895, 
Month ended 30th September. 
Aliens not stated to be en | | 
to America 3 | 
Arrived at London 4 | 221 202 325 186 1, 
Grimsby - 52 109 | 15 — 4 16 | = 
Hull - - 47 48 60 84 — 123 266 406 
» Tyne 45 40; 57| 177) — | — | 183| ses 462| 708 
Leith 83 88 49 5; — | 14 43 780 
Newhaven - — — =o 663 669 663 676 
Other Ports | 74 ss) 169 304) 354, 559) 
Total - 1297! 4,406! 481| 582| 778] 669| 967} 1,740 | $3,992 | t4,608 
Aliens en route to America: 
Arrived at Grimsby . - 74 24 17| 1054) 658) — 64 | 200 1,209 | 
le 
ull - ° 170 | 1, 2015 686 7,462 | 1 3, 
Leith - 19 454 22 106 2 25 50 
Other 1 6 18 4 514 449 | 583] 466 
Total - - 181 991 39 559 | 2,245 | 2,674 — | 1289 7,867 | 3,754 | 6,085 
Total of Aliens en route and 
of Aliens not stated to be ¢| 1,478 | 2397 | 520 | 4,774 | 2,827) 3,452 | 665 | 669 | 2,256 | 3,007 | 7,746 | 40,698 
en route to America* - 
Nine Months ended 30th September. 
Aliens not stated to be en | 
route to America:* 
Total No. + | 13,032 | 70,705 | 8,985 | 4,002 | 4,864 | 4,784 | 5,975 | 5,648 | 7,850 6,346 |$35,706 |t37,480 
Aliens en route to America : 
Total No. - | 2,278 | 5,746 715 | 8,276 | 16,397 | 13,584 — | 15,035 74,446 | 34,425 | 36,862 
Total ofAliens en route and | 
of Aliens not stated 15,310 | 75,827 | 4,700 | 7,¢78 | 21,261 | 78,868 | 5,975 | 5,643 | 22,885 | 20,792 |$70,131 |t67,84¢ 
en route to America * - | 


* The distinction made in this Return between “ Aliens not stated to be enroute to America,” and “ Aliens en 


route to America,” is due to the fact that a large number of Aliens who arrive Tr 


to be on the way to America, and it is considered desirable to record this fact. 
the “ Aliens not stated to be en route to America” come to this country for settlement, there being in fact a large 


emigration of foreigners fro 
ontinent.. (See Annual 


Returns.) 


m this country, while many . 
Report on Emigration and Im 


the Aliens arriving from Continental 
migration, No. 130, Sess. 1856, and Mont: 


om Continental ports are reported 
But tt is not thereby implied that 


return to 
ly Emigration 


+ The ports from which Alien Lists are received are Aberdeen, Belfust, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, 
G 


w, Goole, Grangemouth, Granton, 


Middlesbrough, Newcastle, Newhaven, North Shields, 


Hartlepool. 


The lists receiv 


passengera, and persons who, after landing, 


+t The number of sailors included with the Aliens who arrived 
of September 1896 was 795, and 1,136 in the same month of 1895; in the nine months ended 


America in the month 


at ports 


passeng' 


rs. 


Greenock, Grimsby, Harwich, Hull, Kirkcaldy, Leith, Liverpool, London, 
uth Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West 
ed from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck 


proceed by train as third-class 


ers. 
in the United Kingdom not en route to 


September 1896 the number was 8,006, and in the same months of 1895 the number was 7,849. 


i 
| 
| 
i 
. 


Few 
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V.—BANKRUPTCY.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 


Noumser of Receiving Orpers Gazerrep in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupations. 


Nine Months 
September | ended September 
1896. 1895. 1896, 1895. 
No. No. No No. 
Total gazetted - - e ° 271 291 | 3,109 | 3,276 
Number gazetted in principal trades and 
occupations : 
Publicans and hotel mongens, = - 18 17 228 240 
Grocers, &c. - - 16 17 218 208 
Farmers ~ - - ~ 26 16 185 226 
Builders ~ - ~ 14 18 174 169 
Bakers - 8 6 84 75 
Butchers - - 4 11 83 106 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and 
dealers 14 8 72 93 
Drapers, haberdashers, ‘&e. - - 4 3 62 62 
Decorators, painters, plambers, m. - 2 6 58 57 
Tailors, &c. - - vi 6 56 74 
Greengrocers, fruiterers, &e. - 2 4 51 56 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers 13 10 51 54 
Agents, commission and general - 7 10 46 50 
Clerks, commercial and general 1 3 38 38 
Jewellers, watchmakers, importers, 
silversmiths, &c. - - 3 4 35 30 
Solicitors 3 35 34 
Fishmongers, poulterers, aul - - 7 3 35 29 
Confectioners . ~ 1 4 34 24 
Carpenters and joiners - - 2 2 34 25 
Furniture dealers and makers - - 3 3 33 20 
Auctioneers - 2 2 32 40 
Tobacconists, &c. 3 30 29 
Provision merchants, &e. - ~ 3 2 26 28 
Saddlers and harness makers - - 2 1 25 26 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, and satel 
merchants and dealers - — 2 23 21 
Travellers, commercial, &e. - - l 3 23 30 
Merchants - - - 2 23 23 
Clothiers, outfitters, &c. - 4 2 22 32 
Chemists, druggists, and chemical 
manufacturers 1 2 21 2 
Cabinet makers and apholsterere - = 4 20 22 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses - — 2 20 18 
General dealers - 2 19 28 
Ironmongers - - ~ 1 q 19 25 
Millers ~ - - 2 7 19 19 
Engineers and founders, &e. 2 3 19 29 
Printers and publishers - - 3 2 19 24 
Carriers, carmen, and 
hauliers - 8 18 25 
Gardeners, florists,&e. - - - 2 2 18 18 
Wine and spirit merchants, &c. - 2 _ 18 22 
Lodging-house keepers - = - 1 2 17 17 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c. - - 2 == 17 12 
Restaurant, coffee, and eating-house 
keepers - - - - 1 1 16 16 
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Nine Months 
ended September 
1896. 1895. 1896. 1895. 
Number gazetted in principal trades and No. No. No. No. 
occupations—cont. 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. - - 1 3 16 20 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &c. - 15 10 
Brokers, stock and od - - 1 2 15 9 
Contractors - - 4 15 13 
Officers in Army - - - 2 _ 15 14 
Cattle and pig dealers - - - 2 _ 14 6 
Clerks in holy orders BOA 2 1 18 15 
Wheelwrights - - - 2 2 13 17 
Carriage, &c. builders - ~ _ 1 12 13 
Hairdressers - - 1 4 1l 13 
Timber merchants and weed dealers - — 3 10 14 
China, glass, and eaten, &e. 
dealers - - - 10 12 
Stationers - - - 1 4 10 18 
Architects and eurveyors - 1 9 9 
Stone, marble, and monument masons - 1 = 8 7 
Hosiers, glovers, &c. - - — 7 6 17 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants 5 412 
Fishing net, smack owners, and masters _ _ 5 12 
Directors and promoters of pelle 
companies 5 10 


ViI— Export or LivE ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


Return of the Nomper of Animats exported from IRELAND to GREAT 


Britain during the Month ended 30th September 1896, and during 
the first Nine Months of the Year 1896, compared with the cor- 
responding Periods of the Year 1895. 


Nine Months 

ended September 

1896. | 1895. | 1896. | 1895. 

No. No. | No. No. 
Cattle - - =| 71,587 | 96,057 422,825 | 498,764 
Sheep - - | 85,823 | 92,705 | 614,802 | 546,545 
Swine - : : - =| 36,565 | 27,579 | 384,680 | 367,470 
Goats - - 103 99 4,006 4,287 
Mules or Jennets - - - 3 3 23 14 
Asses . - - - - 86 73 2,417 1,235 

197,488 1,460,957 


| 
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VIL—FisHery Staristics—ENGLAND AND WALES. 
StaTEMENT of the Torat Quantity and VALvE of the returned 
as landed on the En@nisH and Wetsu Coasts from the fishing 
grounds during the Month and Nine Months ended 30th September 
1896, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1895. 


September ented 
1896. | 1895. 1896. | 1896. 
| 
QUANTITY. 

Cwts. | Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Soles 6,521 9,051 63,677 | 68,528 
Turbot . 7,184 497 56,841 | 57,079 
Prime fish, not separately distinguished = - 1 4,416 29,533 | 90,199 

‘Total prime fish * 17,368 17/504 164,700 | 155,894 

od - 33,075 28,237 381 

Haddock - - - - 224,074 207,884 
Hake - - - 21,857 20,366 139,475 
Halibut - - 2,568 13,451 104,717 100,997 
He - 248,728 023 651,518 780,305 
Li 971 8,432 81, 91,924 
Mackerel ° 569 18,353 362,877 807,100 
Pilchards - - 11,960 22,260 41,391 46,328 

ice - - 61,949 78,053 530,381 575,017 

ish iy 
3 98,103 || $1988 774000 
Total 766,652 | 763,644 |, 5,179,873 5,075,898 
| 
Shell fish :— No. No. No. | No. 
Crabs - - - 190,967 238,226 4,838,812 4,358,498 
Lobsters - 67,857 92,077 901,803 606,915 
Oysters - - - - | 3,295,000 4,083,000 18,285,000 | 76,758,000 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Other shell fish - 51,688 54,247 399,846 399,607 
VALUE. 
£ 
Brill 4,164 8,985 87,621 86,592 
Soles 49,543 51,809 412,921 430,278 
‘Turbot 27,510 29,482 209,132 224,645 
Prime fish, not separately distinguished - 6,503 4,005 | 101,215 65,718 
Total prime fish - «| 87,720 89,831 | 760,889 | 757,788 
Ga -| 20,192 47.186 || 227190 | 297,986 
Haddock - 82,674 64,782 872,639 844,199 
Hake 18,002 17,482 100,943 82,176 
Halibut - - . - - 23,102 175,577 167,596 
He - 59,362 64,165 155,227 218,008 
Mackerel 21,422 11,805 265,153 257540 
Pile’ 2,915 5,838 9,845 11,900 
Plaice - 26 68,442 581,228 592,070 
distinguished, 66,395 61,557 572,835 526,276 
Total -| 452,017 428,486 || 3,778,702 | 3,734,880 
8,459 58,328 
Other shell fish 12,895 13,380 112,120 102,554 
Total 29,788 33,844 268,824 228,161 
Total value of fish landed - 481,805 462,280 4,047,526 | 3,958,047 


NotE.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
are the actual] values returned by this local officers at each place. 
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VIl1L—FisHery 


Sratement of the Totat Quantity and VALveE of the Fish returned 
as landed on the Scorcn Coasts during the Month and Nine 
Months ended 30th September 1896, compared with the corresponding 
Periods of the Year 1895. 


Nine Months ended 
September September 
1896. 1895. 1896. 1895. 
QUANTITY. 
Lemon 1619 36. 15,551 

Soles ( 1,050 4,286 2,770 

Cod 43,581 39,781 477,689 877,976 

Plaice, 6,612 6,400 56,465 

i - - 240, 3, 

- - - 295 1,712 
ith (Coal Fish) - 34 76, 
— L718 7,220 52.387 53307 

- - - 10 29,943 1,130 

Torsk (Tusk) 195 128 9,985 10,242 

Whiting ee 3,613 8,602 29,750 28,290 

Fish no’ inguished, 

3,015 3,630 35,119 83,187 
Total 220,181 397,654 5,559,372 5,505,108 
ish :— No. No. No. No. 

Cwts. Cuts. Cwts. Cuts. 

Clams - - 1,176 516 |) 11,606 
Mussels 29,024 27,164 || 173,206 130,438 
Other shell fish : - 4,369 8,860 | 47,925 41,789 

VALUE 

Lem “So 28,26 
Soles) - 1 2 
ed ° 2,591 1,806 11,750 8,753 

Got 359 183 |) 5,912 

Halibut - - - - | 2,122 1,229 35,039 81,017 

Herrings - 54,434 649,765 887,297 

- - - 598 || 32, 40,444 

Mackerel - - - - | 284 206 2 1,078 

Saith (Coal Fish) a - - 589 438 10,706 8,197 

Skate - | 370 12,126 11,554 

Sparlin; 167 112 || 509 872 

‘forsk (Tusk - =| 4 1 1,409 

tely - “a 1,777 1,616 12,602 12,450 

Fish not se istinguish \ 
except shell fish 689 7,558 

Total - 84,667 118,566 1,815,841 1,508,686 
hell Fish :— 

bs - «| 736 526 | 13,846 11,823 
Lobsters - - - 3,113 1,600 || 22,074 19,845 
Oysters - 119 53 590 821 
Clams - - 122 64 |) 1,569 1,508 
Mussels’ - 1,519 1,754 11,147 8,156 
Other shell fish - 1,012 10,580 9,680 

Total 6,621 4:998 59,806 50,883 
Total value of fish landed 91,288 118,564 1,875,647 


Norz.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 
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IX.—Fisuery STATISTICS.—IRELAND. 


Sratement of the ToraL Quantity and of the returned 
as landed on the Irism Coasts during the Month and Nine 
Months ended 30th September 1896, compared with the corre- 
sponding Periods of the Year 1895. 


Nine Months ended 
September September 
1896. 1895. 1896. 1895. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cuts. 
Turbot - 84 47 738 787 
Total prime fish + - 260 180 2,250 2,395 
Cod - 1,500 1,526 28,180 85,520 
Haddock - - - - - - 2,138 1,751 19,044 20,861 
Hake - 4, 6,828 18,543 11,296 
Herrings - - 62,489 8,607 04,044 053 
ing - - 1,530 14,103 26,484 
Mackerel 118,864 46,703 72,042 244,934 
Whiting at ly disti hed, except? 
no’ separat inguis 
shell fish 4000 | 
Total 195,037 84,791 607,276 461,418 
Shell fish :— No. No. No. No. 
Crabs - 17,152 32,364 256,130 227,092 
Lol 24,829 42,097 242,693 £20,773 
Oysters - 57,825 000 453,225 451,050 
Cwts. ts. Cwts. Cwts 
Other shell fish - - . ~ 1,572 1,076 14,851 12,360 
VALUE. 
£ 
Soles - - 502 342 5,391 5,982 
Turbot - - 256 134 2,530 2,446 
Total prime fish - - 758 476 7,921 8,428 
Haddock - - 1,305 1,084 
Hake - - ° - 1,785 2,297 7,203 23 
Herrings - - 4,661 20,861 22,761 
Lin - 199 662 735 9, 
Mackerel - 25,238 145710 113,707 93,808 
iting - 834 48H 
separately distinguished, 2,141 2,998 20,245 18,968 
Total - 40,6138 27,831 205,286 190,308 
Shell fish 
Crabs 59 86 775 734 
Lobsters - 764 1,150 6,957 6,648 
r shell fish 308 152 2,636 2,084 
Total - 1,235 2,156 11,249 10,508 
Total value of fish landed - 41,848 29,987 216,535 200,816 


Norts.—The above figures are to correction in the Annual Returns. The val 


| 
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X.-—Cortron Returns.—SEPTEMBER 1896. 


Return of the NumBer of Bares of Corton Importep and Exportep, 
Forwarpep from Ports to INLAND Towns, and RETURNED to 
Ports during the Month and Nine Months ended September 1896, 
compared with the corresponding Months of the Year 1895. 


STATISTICAL TABLES, 


[Oct. 1896. 


Month of Nine Months ended 
September September 
1896. 1895. 1896. 1895. 
ImMPoRTS. 
No. No. No. No. 
American - - 99,469 27,785 1,560,127 | 2,489,945 
Brazilian | 227 3,335 29,540 28,807 
East Indian - 8,419 10,464 126,397 95,430 
Egyptian - 6,727 1,789 213,728 209,474 
Miscellaneous - 5,404 4,041 40,873 45,110 
Total - - 115,246 47,414 1,970,660 | 2,567,066 
Exports. 
American = 5,300 17,872 | 133,750 183,248 
Brazilian - - 1,186 3,162 |! 10,112 13,703 
Fast Indian - 5,921 8,457 |) 52,232 $5,344 
Egyptian 860 49834 61,462 61,695 
iscellaneous ; 400 1,576 | 15,754 25,317 
Total - 13,667 35,901 | 273,310 829,307 
ForRWARDED from Ports to InLAND Towns. 
American - 175,818 193,062 1,881,355 2,041,653 
Brazilian - - 3,320 7,685 35,707 24,109 
East Indian - 4,066 2,500 42,369 26,827 
Egyptian - - 12,520 11,890 193,278 170,604 
Miscellaneous - 7,195 6,343 71,117 71,443 
Total - 202,919 221,480 2,223,826 2,334,636 
from INLanp Towns to Ports. 
American - - 150 316 | 2,047 8,351 
— we 49 10 
eons 46 91 | 722 681 
Total 196 407 | 2,829 


Zz 
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XI.—PeriopicAL Rerurns or Imports AND Exports. 


Statement of the Imports and Exports into and from the under- 
mentioned Countrizs in the latest Month for which Returns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note.—Rouble = 2s.; Franc 9,%,d.; Milreis = 4s. 6d.; Lira = 
9,8,d.; Gulden = 1s. 8d.; Drachma = 9,°,d.; Lew = 9,%d.; 
L. Egyptian = 1/. Os. 64d.; Dollar = 4s. 2d. 


I,.—Ivports. 
Value for the Month, 
1896. | 1895. 1896. 1895. 
Russia in Europe -| May ~-/ Roubles 58,083,000 | 52,979,000 207,105,000 | 167,067,000 
France -| Aug. Frs. - 290,351,000 | 289,805,000 || 2,622,850,000 | 2,407,620,000 
Portugal - -| May -| Milreis - 3,200,000 4,175,000 17,651,000 16,841,000 
Italy - -| Aug. Lire - 87,958,000 | 95,708,000 757,898,000 743,495,000 
Austria-Hungary -| Aug. - Gulden 53,799,000 | 60,037,000 490,597,000 482,028,000 
Greece -| June -! Drchms. - 7,243,000 8,548,000 977,000 43,076,000 
Bulgaria -| June -| Lew - 4,790,000 | 5,979,000 $2,140,000 29,156,000 
Egypt . -| Mar. - L. Egypt 849,000 612,000 2,221,000 1,815,000 
United States - | Aug. - | Dollars- 49,458,000 | 77,772,000 471,222,000 535,738,000 
British India*- | July - | Bupees- 5,94,81,709 | 4,5,¢5,769 || 24,31,82,508 | 97,76,09,977 
Il.—Exports. 

Russia in Europe -| May - | Roubles 68,149,000 | 74,794,000 | 248,416,000 | 248,245,000 
France - Aug. -| Frs. - 261,819,000 | 266,720,000 || 2,210,295,000 | 2,747,766,000 
Portugal - -|May Milreis - 2,804,000; 2,544,000 11 196,000 10,522,000 
Italy - - -| Aug. -! Lire ~- 82,351,000 | 76,773,000 694,528,000 | 647,778,000 
Austria-Hungary - | Aug. - | Gulden - 69,272,000 60,671,009 495,848,000 472,238,000 
Greece - -| June - | Drchms. - 5,211,000 | 5,530,000 31,341,000 28,858,000 
Bulgaria - - -{| June -! Lew - 5,432,000 5,154,000 44,931,000 81,255,000 
Egypt -| Mar, - | L, Egypt - 1,199,000 | 950,000 4;166,000 | 3,988,000 
United States -| Aug. -| Dollars 68,653,000 | 55,987,000 580,982,000 499,387,000 
British India* -| duly - | Rupees - 7,37,20,044 8,81,15,788 || 34,91,16,424 | 36,66,55,074 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual P_curns. 


Norts.—The figures are those of tho “special” imports and exports, except in the case of 
aria, the United States, Mexico, and British India, where the figures are “ general.” “Special” 
means, in the case of imports, imports for home consumption; inthe case of exports, exports 
of domestic produce and manufacture only. 
* The aggregate are for the financial] year commencing ist April. 
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XII.—Foreien or INpIA 
Imports into British Inpra from Forera@n CounrtTRIEs. 
Four Months | 
1st April to 31st July. | 
Increase, Decrease. 
j 1895. | 1896. 
R. R. 
I.—Animals—living - 1,38,104 2,71,950 1,53,846 
IL—Articles of food and drink— 
Sugar - | 1,17,86,084 73,94,633 48,91,451 
Other articles =| 1,51,38,755 1,43,36,316 - 8,02,439 
III.—Metal, and manufactures of— 
cutlery 
Metals - - | 2,17,56,085 | 2,10,45,278 _ 7,10,807 
Machinery and mill-work - 99,40,556 1,35,54,386 36,13,830 a 
Railway plant and rolling- 
stock (other than Govern- 
ment stores) - 61,48,993 86,96,493 | 25,47,500 
drugs, medicines 
narcotics, and dyeing 
| tanning materials - 63,62,523 65,41,278 1,78,755 — 
V.—Oiis— 
Mineral - - | 1,14,71,626 1,00,58,957 14,12,669 
Otheroils - - 3,42,944 9,09,269 5,668,325 
VI.—Rew materials and unmanu- 
factured articles - - 1,40,85,246 1,27,60,329 18,24,917 
Vil.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
Cotton yarn - 1,02,15,493 1,32,73,666 30,58,173 
Cotton piece goods - 6,66,60,200 9,24,23,003 2,57,62,803 
Other articles - - 3,30,06,296 3,66,43,727 36,37,431 
Total ofallimports 21,16,29,671 | 24,31,32,503 | 3,15,02,837 
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XIL—Fore1en TRADE or Inp1a—continued. 


Exports of InpIAN PropucE and MANUFACTURE from BRITISH 
Inp14 to ForErGN Countries. 


Four Months 
| Ist April to 31st July. 
I D 
1895. 1896. 
R. R. R. 
L—Animals—living - 4,27,802 5,74,879 1,47,077 
IL—Articles of food and drink— 
Rice - e 4,22,80,504 4,04,52,781 18,27, 1723 
Wheat - | 2,30,31,581 69,46,336 1,60,85,245 
Tea - - - 1,67,40,241 1,51,54,684 - 15,85,557 
Other articles - 1,79,97,909 | 2,06,77,748 26,79,834 


IlL—Metals and manufactures of - $49,974 5,23,782 1,738,808 


IV.— drugs, medicines 
d narcotics, and dyeing 


ond tanning materi 

Opium - - | 8,06,56,486 2,75,29,180 31,27,356 

Indigo - - 44,96,576 43,92,365 1,04,211 

Other articles - 59,14,479 58,04,181 1,10,298 

V.—Oils - 29,29,905 23,48,146 5,81,759 

VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 

factured articles— 

Cotton - - - | 5,82,02,034 5,69,53,943 $7,51,909 

Jute - - - 78,146,307 95,66,424 17,20,117 

Oilseeds 4,80,75,722 4,33,31,984 47,498,738 

Other articles = - | 8,10,80,948 | 2,89,90,644 20,90,304 

Cotton yarn ° | 2,28,09,134 |  2,60,41,895 $2,32,761 

Cotton piece goods - - 46,538,560 51,42,570 4,89,010 

Other articles - =| 4,01,87,889 4,02,38,577 50,738 


Total ofallexports ~- | 35,26,81,001 | 33,46,70,064 - 1,80,10,937 


| 
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al 
XXIV.-LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
‘ 
REPORTS. 
ANNUAL SERIEs. 

Rerorts of the Annual Series, 1896, have been issued from Her Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be obtained from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, Kast Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 

No. Place. | Price. No. Place. | Price. 

1681 | Vera Cruz - lid. 1746 | Berlin - - | ltd. 

1682 | Patras - 1d. 1747 Riode Janeiro” - - 

1683 | La Rochelle - lid. 1748 Porto Rico -| 

1684 | Madrid - -| ltd. 1749 | Montevideo -| lid. 

1685 | Belgrade : -| 2d. 1750 Sana Francisco - 3d. 

1686 | Algiers - -| 8d. 1751 | Cayenne 4d. 

1687 | Galveston - - | 2d. 1752. Frankfort - - 3d. 

1688 | New Orleans -!| 2d. 1753 Malaga - - | 8td. 

1689 | Suakim - - 1d. 1754 =Soul 1d. 

1690 | Pernambuco - 1d. 1755 Copenhagen . 3d. 

1691 | Guatemala - -| 1756 Nice 1d. 

1692 | Guayaquil - -| 1d. 1757. Lisbon -| 

1693 | Wenchow - -| Id. 1758 Nagasaki - - 1d. 
1694 | Pireus - -| 8d. 1759 Hamburg~ - -| 2d. 

1695 | Tokio - - | 8d. 1760 | Mozambique - - 2d. 

1696 | Marseilles - 1d. {761 Cettinjé -| 

1697 | Manila - -; 1d. 1762 The Hague ied. 

1698 | Jerusalem - -!| Id. 1763 Cephalonia - - 1d. 

1699 | Cherbourg -| 2d. 1764 Bahia - - 1d. 

1700 | Leghorn - -| ld. 1765 Zanzibar - -| lid. 

1701 | Boston - -| 14d. 1766 =Pakhoi_ - - ld. 

1702 Kiungchow - ld. 1767. New York - - 2d. 

1703 | Naples - -| 1768 hefoo - 1d. 

1704 | Stockholm = - -| 2d. 1769 Caracas - 4d. 

1705 | Corunna - -| 1770 ~=6Palermo - - | 114d. 

1706 | Rio de Janeiro - -| 2d. 1771 Mombasa - - 4d. 

1707 | San Jose 1d. 1772 Nice -| lid. 

1708 | Paramaribo -| 2d. 1773 Bucharest - -| 43d. 

1709 | Brest -| 13d. 1774 ~=Port Said -| 14d. 

1710 | Montevideo - -| $d. 1775 alatz - -| ltd. 

1711 | Charleston - - | 24d. 1776 Madrid - © 2d. 

1712 | Baltimore - - 1d. 1777. Vienna - 2d. 

1713 | Tripoli - 1d. 1778 Canton - ld. 

1714 | Caliao - -| 4d. 1779 | Yokohama : -| 14d. 

1715 | Ningpo - -| 1d, 1780 | Newchwang : 1d. 

1716 | Dunkirk 1781 Wuhu 1d. 

1717 | Batoum - -| 2d, 1782 Athens 

1718 | Hankow - - lid. 1783 Tonga’ - -| 4d. 

1719 | Foochow - 3d. 1784 Smyrna -| 4d. 

1720 | Syra - $d. 1785 Baghdad - ° ld. 

1721 | Panama - -| 4d. 1786 | Hiogo and Osaka - -| 44d. 

1722 | Batavia - -| ld. 1787 Bangkok ld. 

1723 | Genoa - -| 3d. 1788 Odessa - -| 2d. 

1724 | Cagliari - | 2bd. 1789 Naples - 2d. 

1725 | Chicago - -| 1790  Beyrout 1d. 

1726 | Trieste - - 1d. 1791 Tunis ° -| lid. 

1727 | Hakodate - 1d. 1792 | Kiukiang ° 3d. 

1728 | Mannheim ~- - 1d. 1793 Bangkok - - 1d. 

1729 | Panama - - 1d. 1794 Rio Grande do Sul - 1d. 

1730 | Caracas - 1d. 1795 Valparaiso 4d. 

1731 | Riga | 1796 Baindisi -| id. 

1532 | Tokio - -| lid. Bushire_ - -| 2d. 

1733 | Tainam - -| Id. 1798 Christiania -| 54d. 

1734 | Portland ° $d. 1799 Cadiz -| 

1735 | Fiume - lbd. 1800  Meshed - -| 

1736 | Taganrog 2d. 1801 St. Petersburg -| 

1737 | Swatow - 1d. 1802 | Batoum 

1738 | Chungking td. 1803 Pekin -| $d. 

1739 | Angora - -| ltd. 1804 Samos . 4d. 

1740 Shanghai - -; Se. 1805 , Dantzig -| @d. 

1741 | Bilbao -| 34d. 1806 | Antwerp -| 

1742 | Tahiti - -| lid. 1807 | Ajaccio - -| ltd. 

1743 | New Caledonia -| 1808 | Stettin - 3d. 

1744 moy - -| 14d. 1809 | Aleppo - . 1d. 

1745 -| 1d. 1810 | Morocco - 
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The following Reports from Her Majesty's Representatives abroad on subjects of 
general and commercial interest have also been issued, and may be obtained from 
the above-mentioned sources: — 


No. 


Price. 


Portugal.—Report on the East Coast Route to Mashonaland - 


Austria-Hungary.—Report on the Iron indestey in ont 
the Betler Ironworks in Hungary 

Belgium.—Report on the Coaget of Coal, inen, and Steel in 
Belgium in 1894-95 - - 

Japan.—Report on the Kailways of Japan (with Plans) - 


Egypt.—Report on the Commercial Relations of Great Britain 
and Egypt - 
Germany.—Report on the Wine Trade of Germany, 1893-95 - 


Mexico.—Report on the Cultivation of Coffee in Mexico - 


Switzerland.—Report on the various Institutions and ag 
cultural Development of Switzerland 

Germany.—Report on the Reduction of ’ the. Railway Tariff 
for Coal from the Silesian Mines - 

Austria-Hungary.—Report on the Treatment of Habitual 
Drunkards in Austria and the “ Curate! ” Procedure . 

Brazil.—Report on the Productions, Commerce, and inane, 
of the States of Amazonas and Para - 

Portugal.—Report on the Port and Lorengo 
Marques 

Germany.—Report on n the Society for Insurance against Want 
of Employment in banal and the General Labour  Magiainy 
at Cologne 

Switzerland. —Report « on the Extent of State Eneouragement 
to Commercial Education - 

Mexico.—F urther Report on the Various Vegetable Products 
of Mexico - 

Germany.—Report for the Year 1894-95 on the German 
Colonies in Aftica and the South Pacific : 

United States.—Report on the United States Cattle Raising 
Industry in 1896, and es Export of Cattle and Beef to Great 
Britain - 

Onited States. _~Repect_ on the Distress Caused to British 
Emigrants to California by Fraudulent Land Syndicates and 
Emigration Agencies 

Chile.— Report on the Maintenance of British Trade at Tquique 
and Northern Chile 

Netherlands.—Report on the | Balata Industry of Dutch Guiana 


1d. 


388 

5d. 
389 
390 ish. 
391 

ohd. 
392 id. 
395 | ld. 
394 

395 

hd. 
396 
397 

old. 
398 

od. 
399 

lid. 
400 

401 

2d. 
402 

6d. 
403 

lid. 
404 

lid. 
405 

406 id. 
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The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions have been 
issued, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, Kast Harding 
Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :-— 


Colony. Colony. 


British Bechuanaland 
Malta - - - 


Gibraltar - 
Falkland Islands 
Leeward Islands - 


Turks and Caicos Islan: 
eeward Islands 
Barbados - - 
Malta - - - 
Zululand - - - 
British Honduras 
Trinidad and Tobago - 
Falkland Islands 


mae 


- - 


Mau 
Strait 
Mauritius - 


Lagos 

Straits Settlements 

ion - 
Natal 


Basutoland 
St. Helena - - 
— - 


Trinidad and Tobago 
Newfoundland - 
British New Guinea 
Victoria - 


Rodrigues 
Bermuda 


Fiji 
British Hondares 
Turks and Caicos Islands 


Gibraltar 
Leeward Islands - - 
Rahamas 
Malin and Tobago - 


Leone 
Bauch Bechuanaland - 


British New Guinea 


eT 


British Guiana - 


Barbados 
Malte and Caicos Islands 


Gambi 
rink an 0 - 

Gibraltar - 
Falkland Islands - 
Hong Kong - 
Straits Settlements 


3 
Seychelles - 
Basutoland 


Gambi: 
Straits ‘Settlements 
Grenada 


St. Lucia - 
Falkland Islands 
Gold Coast 
Basutoland - 
Ceylon 
Zululand - 
- 
Labua' - 
British Honduras 

Sierra Leone 

1 - - 

Rodri 
St. Hele: 
British “Bechuanaland 


( 
] 
] 
§ 
( 
] 


British Guiana - 
Sierra Leone - 
Jamaica - 
British Honduras - 
British Bechuanaland 
Newfoundland 


47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
73 
74 
75 
76 
77 
78 
79 
80 
81 
82 
83 
84 
85 
86 
87 
88 
89 
90 
91 
92 
93 
94 
95 
96 
97 
98 
99 


British New G Guinea - 
Zululand - 
Sierra Leone - 
Gibraltar - 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Subject. 


Agriculture. 
Forests. 


Geology and Botany. 
Advantages to Emigrants. 


| 
| 1890-92] 110 | Bahamas 1893 
1890 and] 111 a 
| “i ” 113 ” 
| 1890'2 | » 
an | 
| Grenada 107 | 
| Labuan - - | 119 | Ro 
” 
” 
- | 1893-94 
- 124 | St. Lucia - 1893 
-| | St. Helm - . 
- | 1891-92 - - - 
:| 1891 128 | Grenada - - 
- - | 1891-92] 180 | 1893-94 
- -| 1891 1892-93 a 
- | 1891-92 1893-94 
” - | 1893-94 
-| 1891 1385 | Newfoundland - - «=| 1893 
- 136 | Gold Coast 
- | 1890 137 | Zululand 1894 
-| 1892 138 | Bermuda - 
- 141 | - 
- 142 - : 
- » 143 | 
rbados - - 146 | 
” 149 | - 4 
| | | | 1894-94 
-| 1892 153 | Fi 3 - | 1895 
- 155 | Ceylon - 
- 158 | Gold Coast. 
= ” | 
100 | - | 1892-93] | 163 | - | 1894-95 
101 164 | - | 1894 
102 | Newfoundland - -| 1892 165 -| 1895 
108 | Jamaica - - | 1892-93] | 166 | Bermuda -| 1894 j 
104 | Victoria - - 1892 167 
105 | Bermuda - -| 1893 168 | - | 1894-95 q 
106 | Gambia - 169 =| 1895 
109 | Gibraltar ” 
q 
No. | Colony. 
2 Zululand - - 
4 Canada q 
j 


| 
4 
a 
a 
4 
& 
4 
q 
a 
& 


